
Wherever The Gospel Is Preached Her Story Will Be Told 



Mark 14:1-11                                                                              
It was now two days before the 

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. And the chief priests and the 

scribes were seeking how to arrest him 
by stealth and kill him, for they said, 

“Not during the feast, lest there be an 
uproar from the people.” And while he 
was at Bethany in the house of Simon 
the leper, as he was reclining at table	  



a woman came with an alabaster flask 
of ointment of pure nard, very costly, 
and she broke the flask and poured it 
over his head. There were some who 
said to themselves indignantly, “Why 

was the ointment wasted like that? For 
this ointment could have been sold for 
more than three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor.” And they scolded 

her. But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. 
Why do you trouble her?  



She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
For you always have the poor with you, 

and whenever you want, you can do 
good for them. But you will not always 

have me. She has done what she 
could; she has anointed my body 

beforehand for burial. And truly, I say to 
you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed 
in the whole world, what she has done 

will be told in memory of her.”	  



Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of 
the twelve, went to the chief priests in 
order to betray him to them. And when 

they heard it, they were glad and 
promised to give him money. And he 
sought an opportunity to betray him.	  



It was now two days before the 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. And the chief priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to arrest him 

by stealth and kill him, for they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an 

uproar from the people.” 	  



So the leaders, while they play their 
little petty games, are merely pawns in 

the purposes of God. They’re guilty. 
They’re culpable for their hatred and 

their rejection. They are also to be held 
responsible for the murder of the Son of 

God. They’re accountable to God 
everlastingly for their unbelief. But they 

do not determine what happens or 
when it happens.  



Our Lord will die by the predetermined 
foreknowledge and purpose of God. He 

Himself is directing everything by His 
providence, even though it is invisible 
to everybody except the Lord Himself.  

– John MacArthur 



And while he was at Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper	  

John 12:1-2                                           
Six days before the Passover, Jesus 

therefore came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. So they gave a dinner 

for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with 

him at table. 



And while he was at Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper, as he was 
reclining at table a woman came with 
an alabaster flask of ointment of pure 
nard, very costly, and she broke the 
flask and poured it over his head. 	  



There were some who said to 
themselves indignantly, “Why was the 

ointment wasted like that? For this 
ointment could have been sold for more 
than three hundred denarii and given to 

the poor.” And they scolded her.	  



In asserting that there could be a better 
use for the money, however, they demean 

Jesus as well, whom they regard as 
unworthy of such extravagance. The world 
has never had a problem with religion in 
moderation. It has no problem with too 

much wealth or power or sex or influence, 
but it has a problem with too much religion. 
That is evident here. The unnamed woman 

deems Jesus worthy of her sacrifice, 
whereas the disciples do not. 

- James Edwards 



But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why 
do you trouble her? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. For you always 

have the poor with you, and whenever 
you want, you can do good for them. 

But you will not always have me.  



Deuteronomy 15:11                              
For there will never cease to be poor in 

the land. Therefore I command you, 
‘You shall open wide your hand to your 
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in 

your land.’	  



But you will not always have me.  



The opportunity to benefit the 
impoverished continues to offer itself, 
but the situation in which a profound 

expression of love could be extended to 
Jesus was confined to a fleeting 

moment.                                                    
– William Lane 



Psalm 116:12-14                                   
What shall I render to the LORD for all 
his benefits to me? I will lift up the cup 

of salvation and call on the name of the 
LORD, I will pay my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people.  



She has done what she could; she 
has anointed my body beforehand 

for burial. 	  



Luke 10:39-42                                                
And a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her house. And she had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to 
his teaching. But Martha was distracted with 
much serving. And she went up to him and 

said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help 
me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 

Martha, you are anxious and troubled about 
many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary 
has chosen the good portion, which will not be 

taken away from her.” 



And truly, I say to you, wherever the 
gospel is proclaimed in the whole 

world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her.”	  



Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of 
the twelve, went to the chief priests in 
order to betray him to them. And when 

they heard it, they were glad and 
promised to give him money. And he 
sought an opportunity to betray him.	  



If you consort with the common 
brethren and travel on the road to 

Heaven so slowly that it is a question 
whether you are going there at all, then 

you will escape criticism! If you keep 
with those who practice the snail’s 

march, they will call you a good, easy 
man—a right respectable person! But if 

you run for it. If you put out all the 
energy  of your nature and	  



are determined to live at a high pitch for 
Christ, you will get the cold shoulder, 
even from many of His disciples, for 

you will be practically condemning their 
half-heartedness.	  

– Charles Spurgeon 


