
The Glorious Benefits Of Difficult Texts 



In the Gospel of Mark there is no 
passage more problematic than the 
prophetic discourse of Jesus on the 
destruction of the Temple. Questions 
posed by the form and content of the 
chapter and by its relationship to the 
Gospel as a whole are complex and 

difficult and have been the occasion of 
an extensive literature.                               

– William Lane-                          
Commentary on Gospel of Mark	  



Mark 13:1-2                                                 
And as he came out of the temple, one 

of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and 
what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus 
said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here 

one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” And as he sat on the 
Mount of Olives opposite the temple, 	  



Peter and James and John and Andrew 
asked him privately, “Tell us, when will 
these things be, and what will be the 

sign when all these things are about to 
be accomplished?”	  



Peter and James and John and Andrew 
asked him privately, “Tell us,               

when will these things be, and          
what will be the sign when all these 

things are about to be accomplished?”	  

1)  When will these temple stones be 
found like this? 
2)  What signs should we be on the 
look out for signaling that it’s about to 
happen? 





Vs. 30-31                                              
Truly, I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things take 
place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away.	  





Vs. 30-31                                              
Truly, I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things take 
place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away.	  



Mark 8:12                                              
And he sighed deeply in his spirit and 

said, “Why does this generation seek a 
sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be 

given to this generation.” 

Mark 8:38                                                 
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 



Numbers 32:13                                          
And the LORD's anger was kindled 
against Israel, and he made them 

wander in the wilderness forty years, 
until all the generation that had done 
evil in the sight of the LORD was gone. 

Psalm 95:10                                                 
For forty years I loathed that generation 

  and said, “They are a people who 
go astray in their heart, 

  and they have not known my ways. 



This generation of men now living shall 
not pass till all these things be done - 
The expression implies that great part 

of that generation would be passed 
away, but not the whole. Just so it was; 
for the city and temple were destroyed 

thirty-nine or forty years after.                   
– John Wesley 



The King left his followers in no doubt as to 
when these things should happen: "Verily I 

say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled." It was just 

about the ordinary limit of a generation when 
the Roman armies compassed Jerusalem, 

whose measure of iniquity was then full, and 
overflowed in misery, agony and bloodshed 

such as the world never saw before or since. 
Jesus was a true Prophet; everything that he 

foretold was literally fulfilled.”  
– Charles Spurgeon (1868)	  



Steve Jobs wanted to change 
the world, "put a dent in the 
universe." And he did. If you 
are interested in life and want 
to know how Jobs changed it 
right before our eyes, you 
should read this book. 
Since the return of Steve Jobs 
to Apple, the world now knows 
of his genius and brilliance. 

Steve Jobs is a genius, simply put. If he had only 
done one of his accomplishments, he'd still be great. 
The fact that he did so many things well will blow 
you away. 



Romans 11:33-36                                    
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom 

and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his 

ways! 
 “For who has known the mind of the 

Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 
 “Or who has given a gift to him 

  that he might be repaid?” 
 For from him and through him and to 

him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 



1 Corinthians 2:14                                 
The natural person does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 

Psalm 119:18                                     
Open my eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of your law.  



So many Christians are haphazard and 
lazy rather than diligent in their 

approach to God’s Word. They don’t 
systematically read, study, or memorize 
it. If they read it at all, they jump from 

passage to passage, pulling verses out 
of context. They aren’t seeking to know 
God and how He wants them to think, 

to believe, and to relate to others.             
– Steven Cole 





Yes, it is the Lord who gives 
understanding. But he does it through 
our God-given thinking and the efforts 

we make, with prayer, to think hard 
about what the Bible says.                     

– John Piper 




