
The Other Side 
Of The Gospel!



Galatians 3:10-14                             
For all who rely on works of the law are 
under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed 
be everyone who does not abide by all 
things written in the Book of the Law, 

and do them.” Now it is evident that no 
one is justified before God by the law, 
for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
But the law is not of faith, rather “The 
one who does them shall live by them.”  



Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us—for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is 

hanged on a tree”—so that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through 

faith. 



For all who rely on works of the law are 
under a curse… 



Galatians 1:8                                   
But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary 
to the one we preached to you, let him 

be accursed.  



for it is written, “Cursed be everyone 
who does not abide by all things 

written in the Book of the Law, and 
do them.” 



Common Rabbinic Sayings 1st Century       
 
 

“By three things is the world sustained: 
by the Law, by the Temple, and by 

deeds of loving-kindness”  
 
 

“Great is the Law, for it gives life to 
them that practice it both in this world 

and the world to come.” 



1 Kings 8;46                                             
If they sin against you— for there is no one 

who does not sin— 

 
Proverbs 20:9                                       

Who can say, “I have made my heart pure; I 
am clean from my sin”? 

 
Ecclesiastes 7:20                                 

Surely there is not a righteous man on earth 
who does good and never sins. 



James 2:9-10                                 
But if you show partiality, you are 

committing sin and are convicted by 
the law as transgressors. For whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of 
it. For he who said, “Do not commit 

adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If 
you do not commit adultery but do 

murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. 



Legalism is silly and shallow because it 
is attempted by people who have not 
and cannot keep God’s commands, 

and yet somehow they still think they 
can put God in their debt.                   

– Thomas Schreiner 



Trying to be justified by the Law is like 
counting money out of an empty purse, 
eating and drinking from an empty dish 
and cup, looking for strength and riches 

where there is nothing but weakness 
and poverty, laying a burden on 

someone who is already oppressed to 
the point of collapse, trying to spend a 
hundred gold pieces and not having 

even a pittance!                                  
– Martin Luther 



Now it is evident that no one is justified 
before God by the law, for “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” 



Habakkuk 2:4                              
Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not 
upright within him, but the righteous 

shall live by his faith. 



But the law is not of faith, rather 
“The one who does them shall live by 

them.”  



The problem with the law, then, is not 
the law; the problem with the law is 

our sin. Since we cannot keep the law, 
the law cannot bless us. All it can do is 

curse us, placing us under the 
condemnation of divine wrath.             

 
– Philip Ryken 



Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone 

who is hanged on a tree”— 



Hanging was not a method of execution, 
but something that was done after the 
death of a criminal, on the same day. 
When the man was dead, he would be 
hanged on a tree or a ‘wooden post’ of 
some kind; the gruesome sight would 

then serve as a warning to the population 
of the results of breaking those laws 

which were punishable by death.                                                      
 

– Peter C. Craigie 



Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone 

who is hanged on a tree”— 



2 Corinthians 5:21                               
For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of 

God. 



Mark 15:33-34                                                                                  
And when the sixth hour had come, 

there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour. And at the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” 



Exodus 10:22                                                 
So Moses stretched out his hand toward 

heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all 
the land of Egypt three days. 	  

Isaiah 13:9-10                                          
Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, 

with wrath and fierce anger, to make the land 
a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 

For the stars of the heavens and their 
constellations will not give their light; the 

sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon 
will not shed its light.	  



And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with 
a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 



His scream was the scream of the 
damned- for us!  

 
– R. C. Sproul 



so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, 
so that we might receive the promised 

Spirit through faith. 



Isaiah 41:8                                                                           
But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, 

whom I have chosen, the offspring of 
Abraham, my friend 



The shift from Christ crucified to “Christ the 
manager,” “Christ the moral example,” “Christ 
the caring nurturer,” “Christ the motivator,” 

“Christ the healer,” in effect, turns Christ into 
a new Moses who simply gives easier laws 
and principles to keep which we now call 

“the gospel.” When this happens, the effects 
are devastating to Christ’s church, for both 

the law and the gospel are lost and this 
becomes the breeding ground for self-

righteousness and moralism.                        
– Kim Riddlebarger 


