
Fight For Gospel 
Freedom! 



For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

– Galatians 5:1 



For freedom  
 
 

Christ has set us free  



Our former state is portrayed as 
slavery, Jesus Christ as a liberator, 

conversion as an act of 
emancipation and the Christian life 

as a life of freedom.  
– John Stott 



They promise them freedom, but 
they themselves are slaves of 

corruption. For whatever overcomes 
a person, to that he is enslaved. 

– 2 Peter 2:19 



For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one 

another. 
– Galatians 5:12 



Yet because of false brothers 
secretly brought in—who slipped in 
to spy out our freedom that we 
have in Christ Jesus, so that they 

might bring us into slavery  
– Galatians 2:4 





So, brothers, we are not children of 
the slave but of the free woman.  

– Galatians 4:31 



Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you 
accept circumcision, Christ will be of 

no advantage to you.  
– Galatians 6:2 



This freedom, as Galatians makes plain, is 
not primarily a freedom from sin, but 

rather from the law. What Christ has done 
in liberating us…is to set our conscience 
free from the guilt of sin. The Christian 

freedom he describes is freedom of 
conscience, freedom from the tyranny of 
the law, the dreadful struggle to keep the 
law, with a view of winning the favor of 

God. It is the freedom of acceptance with 
God and of access to God through Christ.  

– John Stott 



There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 
life has set you free in Christ Jesus 

from the law of sin and death. 
– Romans 8:1-2 



Come	  to	  me,	  all	  who	  labor	  and	  are	  heavy	  
laden,	  and	  I	  will	  give	  you	  rest.	  Take	  my	  
yoke	  upon	  you,	  and	  learn	  from	  me,	  for	  I	  
am	  gentle	  and	  lowly	  in	  heart,	  and	  you	  
will	  find	  rest	  for	  your	  souls.	  For	  my	  yoke	  

is	  easy,	  and	  my	  burden	  is	  light.	  	  
–	  Ma@hew	  11:28-‐30 



For freedom Christ has set us free 
(indicative); stand firm therefore 
(imperative), and do not submit 
(imperative) again to a yoke of 

slavery. 
–	  GalaIans	  5:1 



The imperative, “Stand firm,” not only 
does not contradict the indicative, “Christ 
has set us free,” but in fact results from 
it. Because of who God is and what he 
has done for believers in Jesus Christ, 
Christians are commanded to “become 

what they are,” that is, to make visible in 
the earthly realm of their human 

existence what God has already declared 
and sealed in the divine verdict of 

justification. 
	  –	  Timothy	  George 



Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, 
be strong. 

 – 1 Corinthians 16:13 
 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that…I may hear  of you that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving side by side for the faith of the gospel  
– Philippians 1:27 

 
So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 

traditions that you were taught by us, either by 
our spoken word or by our letter.  

– 2 Thessalonians 2:15 



and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery. 



Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on 
the neck of the disciples that neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear? But we believe that we will be 
saved through the grace of the Lord 

Jesus, just as they will.” 
– Acts 15:10-11 





Therefore let no one pass judgment 
on you in questions of food and drink, 
or with regard to a festival or a new 

moon or a Sabbath. These are a 
shadow of the things to come, but the 

substance belongs to Christ.  
– Colossians 2:16-17 



who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God 

created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth. For everything 

created by God is good, and nothing 
is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by 

the word of God and prayer. 
– 1 Timothy 4:3-5 



We insist that God must surely lead 
everyone as we believe He has led us. 
We refuse to allow God the freedom 
to deal with each of us as individuals. 

When we think like that, we are 
legalistic.  

– Jerry Bridges 



Who are you to pass judgment on the 
servant of another? It is before his 
own master that he stands or falls. 

And he will be upheld, for the Lord is 
able to make him stand. 

– Romans 14:4 



Legalism says God will love us if we 
change. The gospel says God will 
change us because He loves us. 

– Tullian Tchividjian 



The problem with legalists is that not 
enough people have confronted them and 

told them to get lost. Those are strong 
words, but I don’t mess with legalism 

anymore. I’m 72 years old; what have I 
got to lose? Seriously, I used to kowtow 
to legalists, but they’re dangerous. They 
are grace-killers. They’ll drive off every 
new Christian you bring to church. They 
are enemies of the faith. Other than that, 

I don’t have any opinion!  
– Chuck Swindoll 


