


Ephesians 2:1-10                                      
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with 



Christ—by grace you have been saved—and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 

in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 



For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no 

one may boast.  



And because of him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 



Faith is both a renunciation and a 
reliance. First, we must renounce any 

trust in our own performance as the 
basis of our acceptance before God. 

We trust in our own performance when 
we believe we’ve earned God’s 

acceptance by our good works. But we 
also trust in our own performance when 

we believe we’ve lost God’s 
acceptance by our bad works—by our 

sin. So we must renounce any 



consideration of either our bad works or 
our good works as the means of 

relating to God. Second, we must place 
our reliance entirely on the perfect 

obedience and sin-bearing death of 
Christ as the sole basis of our standing 
before God—on our best days as well 

as our worst. 



It’s not against works that we 
contend, it’s against trust in works 

that we contend.  
– Martin Luther 



For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk 

in them. 



God has decreed that He will have 
a holy people. This is His purpose, 

His ordinance, to which He will 
always stand. He will make it good. 

He will make sinful people holy, 
and disobedient people obedient to 

the faith.                                             
– Charles Spurgeon 



Romans 2:6-8                                             
God will render to every man according 
to his works: to those who by patience in 
well-doing seek for glory and honor and 

immortality, he will give eternal life; but for 
those who are factious and do not obey 
the truth, but obey wickedness, there will 

be wrath and fury. 



James 2:17-19                                           
So also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. But someone will say, 

“You have faith and I have works.” Show 
me your faith apart from your works, and I 

will show you my faith by my works. 
You believe that God is one; you do well. 
Even the demons believe—and shudder! 



It is faith alone that justifies, but faith 
that justifies can never be alone. 

–	  John	  Calvin	  


