
The Nunc Dimittis: 
Simeon’s Song



Luke 1:46-55- The Magnificat (Mary’s Song)

Luke 1:67-80- The Benedictus (Zechariah’s Song)

Luke 2:14- The Gloria In Excelsis (The Angels’ Song)

Luke 2:27-34- The Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Song)



Luke 2:22-32
And when the time came for their 

purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every male who first opens the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to 

offer a sacrifice according 



to what is said in the Law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And 
it had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death



before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the 
Law, he took him up in his arms and 

blessed God and said,



“Lord, now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your 

salvation that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 
to your people Israel.”



And when the time came for their 
purification according to the Law 
of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord



Galatians 4:4-5
But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons.



and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

Leviticus 12:8
And if she cannot afford a lamb, then 

she shall take two turtledoves or two 
pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the 

other for a sin offering. 



Poverty, it is manifest, was our Lord's 
portion upon earth, from the days of 
His earliest infancy. He was nursed 
and tended as a babe, by a poor 
woman. He passed the first thirty 

years of His life on earth, under the 
roof of a poor man. We need not 

doubt



that He ate a poor man's food, and 
wore a poor man's apparel, and 
worked a poor man's work, and 

shared in all a poor man's troubles. 
Such condescension is truly 

marvelous. Such an example of 
humility passes man's understanding. 

– J.C. Ryle



Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him.



And it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the 

Lord's Christ

And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple



Simeon is indeed “righteous and 
devout,” but the influence of the 
Spirit rather than his moral piety 
prompts him to recognize and 
confess Jesus in the temple.

– James Edwards



he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said



Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to 

your word;

for my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples



1 John 5:11-12
And this is the testimony, that God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have 

the Son of God does not have life.



To see Jesus is to see God's salvation. 
They are inseparable. There is joy, even in 
the face of death, when one has seen the 
source of life. Simeon's job as a sentinel 
for Messiah is done. The Lord can take 
him home. Simeon pictures a faithful 

servant who is at home in God's purpose 
and plan, even when his time is up.

– Darrell Bock



a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your 

people Israel.”



Psalm 67:1-3
May God be gracious to us and bless 

us and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known on 
earth, your saving power among all 

nations. Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; let all the peoples praise you!



In declaring God’s messianic salvation 
as light to the Gentiles, Simeon 

recovers a long-neglected but seminal 
truth of Judaism, namely, that Israel 

was not the terminus of God’s 
revelation, but the conduit of God’s 

revelation to all humanity. 
– James Edwards



And his father and his mother marveled 
at what was said about him. And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 

(and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed.”



George Friedrich Handel
Born 1685- Died 1759

“Messiah” written in 1741



Revelation 11:15                               
Then the seventh angel blew his 

trumpet, and there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The 

kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever 

and ever.” 



Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
For the Lord God Omnipotent 

reigneth.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!



For the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah!



The kingdom of this world
Is become the kingdom of our Lord,
And of His Christ, and of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever,
For ever and ever, forever and ever, 



King of kings, and Lord of lords,
King of kings, and Lord of lords,

And Lord of lords,
And He shall reign,

And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings, forever and ever,

And Lord of lords,
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 



And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings! and Lord of lords!

And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings! and Lord of lords!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!


