
The Gloria In Excelsis: 
The Angels’ Song



Luke 1:46-55- The Magnificat (Mary’s Song)

Luke 1:67-80- The Benedictus (Zechariah’s Song)

Luke 2:14- The Gloria In Excelsis (The Angels’ Song)

Luke 2:27-34- The Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Song)



And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.



As a class shepherds had a bad 
reputation. The nature of their calling 

kept them from observing the 
ceremonial law which meant so much 
to religious people. More regrettable 

was their unfortunate habit of confusing 
'mine' with 'thine’  as they moved about 

the country. 
– Leon Morris



And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear.



Luke 1:11-13 
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled 
and was gripped with fear. But the angel 
said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; 

your prayer has been heard.
Luke 1:30

But the angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 

God.



Exodus 33:18-19
Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”

And he said, “I will make all my 
goodness pass before you and will 
proclaim before you my name ‘The 

LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on 

whom I will show mercy.



God’s Glory 
= 

The Outshining Of All His 
Attributes



Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people.



For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. 



2 Samuel 7:12-13
When your days are fulfilled and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up 

your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the 

throne of his kingdom forever.



“Savior” points to his role as 
deliverer; “Christ” points to his 
office in terms of the promised 

Anointed One of God; and “Lord” 
indicates his sovereign authority.

– Darrell Bock



And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.”



Contrary to imperial propaganda, the true 
Son of God and Savior of the world — and 
thus the ultimate good news for the world 
— are not contained in a decree of Caesar 

but in the divine proclamation from 
heaven. The Savior is not mighty 

Augustus in Rome, but an infant lying in a 
feed trough in the city of David. 

– James Edwards



And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God 
and saying, 



“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!”



Now is come the highest degree of 
glory to God, by the appearing of His 
Son Jesus Christ in the world. He by 
His life and death on the cross will 

glorify God's attributes--justice, 
holiness, mercy, and wisdom--as they 

never were glorified before. 
– J. C. Ryle



“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!”



Colossians 1:19-20
For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, and through 
him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross.



Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been 

justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.



While the emperor may give peace 
from war on land and sea, he is 

unable to give peace from passion, 
grief and envy. He cannot give peace 
of heart, for which man yearns more 

than even for outward peace. 
– Epicetus



The joy which this first gospel 
preacher spoke of was no mean one, 

for he said, "I bring you good 
tidings"—that alone were joy: and 
not good tidings of joy only, but 
"good tidings of great joy." Every 

word is emphatic, as if to show that



the gospel is above all things 
intended to promote, and will most 

abundantly create the greatest 
possible joy in the human heart 

wherever it is received.    

– Charles Spurgeon


