
The Betrayal And Arrest Of Jesus 



Mark 14:43-50                                                      
And immediately, while he was still 

speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, 
and with him a crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the 

scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer 
had given them a sign, saying, “The one I 
will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead 
him away under guard.” And when he 
came, he went up to him at once and 

said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him.	  



And they laid hands on him and seized 
him. But one of those who stood by drew 
his sword and struck the servant of the 

high priest and cut off his ear. And Jesus 
said to them, “Have you come out as 

against a robber, with swords and clubs 
to capture me? Day after day I was with 
you in the temple teaching, and you did 
not seize me. But let the Scriptures be 
fulfilled.” And they all left him and fled.	  



And immediately, while he was still 
speaking	  

The hour has come. The Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 
is at hand.	  



John 18:11                                               
So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 
into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup 

that the Father has given me?”	  



Judas came, one of the twelve, and 
with him a crowd with swords and 

clubs, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders.  



Judas came, one of the twelve, and 
with him a crowd with swords and 

clubs, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders.  

The 3 bodies that compose the 
Sanhedrin.  

Jesus’ arrest is instigated by the 
highest spiritual authority of Israel. 



Now the betrayer had given them a 
sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 

man. Seize him and lead him away 
under guard.” 	  



Now the betrayer had given them a 
sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man. Seize him and lead him away 

under guard.” 	  



It is appointed that he must die, but 
how shall he fall into the hands of his 

adversaries? Shall they capture him in 
conflict? It must not be, lest he appear 
an unwilling victim. Shall he flee before 
his foes until he can hide no longer? It 
is not meet that a sacrifice should be 

hunted to death. Shall he offer himself 
to the foe? That were to excuse his 

murderers, or be a party to their crime.  



Shall he be taken accidentally or 
unawares? That would withdraw from 

his cup the necessary bitterness which 
made it wormwood mingled with gall. 

No; he must be betrayed by his friend, 
that he may bear the utmost depths of 
suffering, and that in every separate 
circumstance there may be a well of 

grief.  

– Charles Spurgeon 



And when he came, he went up to him 
at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he 

kissed him. And they laid hands on him 
and seized him. 	  



But one of those who stood by drew his 
sword and struck the servant of the high 

priest and cut off his ear. 	  
John 18:10                                         

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew 
it and struck the high priest's servant and 
cut off his right ear. (The servant's name 

was Malchus.)	  
Luke 22:51                                               

But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he 
touched his ear and healed him.	  



And Jesus said to them, “Have you 
come out as against a robber, with 

swords and clubs to capture me? Day 
after day I was with you in the temple 
teaching, and you did not seize me.	  



John 18:36                                     
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of 
this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been 
fighting, that I might not be delivered 
over to the Jews. But my kingdom is 

not from the world.” 



The cause of truth does not need force to 
maintain it. False religions, like Islam, 

have often been spread by the sword. But 
the real Gospel of Christ requires no such 
aids as these. It stands by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. It grows by the hidden 
influence of the Holy Spirit on men's 
hearts and consciences. There is no 
clearer sign of a bad cause in religion 

than a readiness to appeal to the sword. 

– J.C. Ryle 



But let the Scriptures be fulfilled. 



Acts 2:22-23                                        
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders 

and signs that God did through him in 
your midst, as you yourselves know—
this Jesus, delivered up according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge 
of God, you crucified and killed by 

the hands of lawless men. 



And they all left him and fled.	  



And a young man followed him, with 
nothing but a linen cloth about his body. 

And they seized him, but he left the 
linen cloth and ran away naked.	  



Let us leave the passage with a deep 
sense of our Lord's ability to sympathize 
with His believing people. If there is one 
trial greater than another, it is the trial of 
being disappointed in those we love. It is 
a bitter cup, which all true Christians have 

frequently to drink. Ministers fail them. 
Relations fail them. Friends fail them. 
One cistern after another proves to be 

broken, and to hold no water. But let them 
take comfort in the thought, 	  



that there is one unfailing Friend, even 
Jesus, who can be touched with the 

feeling of their infirmities, and has tasted 
of all their sorrows. Jesus knows what it 
is to see friends and disciples failing Him 

in the hour of need. Yet He bore it 
patiently, and loved them 

notwithstanding all. He is never weary of 
forgiving. Let us strive to do likewise. 
Jesus, at any rate, will never fail us.  

– J.C. Ryle 


