
Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters 



Amos 5:18-27 
Woe to you who desire the day of the 
LORD! Why would you have the day of 
the LORD? It is darkness, and not light, 
as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear 
met him, or went into the house and 

leaned his hand against the wall, and a 
serpent bit him. Is not the day of the 
LORD darkness, and not light, and 

gloom with no brightness in it? 



“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, I will not accept them  and 
the peace offerings of your fattened 
animals, I will not look upon them. 

Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; to the melody of your harps I 

will not listen. 



But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream. “Did you bring to me sacrifices 
and offerings during the forty years in 
the wilderness, O house of Israel? You 
shall take up Sikkuth your king, and 

Kiyyun your star-god—your images that 
you made for yourselves, and I will send 
you into exile beyond Damascus,” says 
the LORD, whose name is the God of 

hosts. 



Woe to you who desire the day of the 
LORD! Why would you have the day of 

the LORD?  



Isaiah 9:3-4                                   
You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as they are glad when they divide the 
spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and 

the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the 

day of Midian. 



What is “the day of the Lord?” 

 It is referred to as being a day of 
judgment (Zeph. 1:4-10) 
 It is a day of destruction (Isaiah 13:9, 
Joel 1:15)  
 It is a day of vengeance (Jer. 46:10, 
Heb. 10:25-31) 
 It is unexpected (1 Th. 5:2-3, 2 Pet. 3:10) 
 Day of Darkness (Joel 2:1-2, 28-31; 
3:14-15; Amos 5:18-20) 

  

 





It is darkness, and not light, as if a 
man fled from a lion, and a bear met 

him, or went into the house and leaned 
his hand against the wall, and a 

serpent bit him. Is not the day of the 
LORD darkness, and not light, and 

gloom with no brightness in it? 



Isaiah 24:17-18                              
Terror and the pit and the snare are 

upon you, O inhabitant of the earth! He 
who flees at the sound of the terror 

shall fall into the pit, and he who climbs 
out of the pit shall be caught in the 

snare. For the windows of heaven are 
opened, and the foundations of the 

earth tremble. 



Jeremiah 15:1-2                               
Then the LORD said to me, “Though 

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet 
my heart would not turn toward this 

people. Send them out of my sight, and let 
them go! And when they ask you, ‘Where 
shall we go?’ you shall say to them, ‘Thus 

says the LORD: “‘Those who are for 
pestilence, to pestilence, and those who 

are for the sword, to the sword; those who 
are for famine, to famine, and those who 

are for captivity, to captivity.’ 
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Then the LORD said to me, “Though 

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet 
my heart would not turn toward this 

people. Send them out of my sight, and let 
them go! And when they ask you, ‘Where 
shall we go?’ you shall say to them, ‘Thus 

says the LORD: “‘Those who are for 
pestilence, to pestilence, and those who 

are for the sword, to the sword; those who 
are for famine, to famine, and those who 

are for captivity, to captivity.’ 



“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, I will not accept them 
 and the peace offerings of your 
fattened animals, I will not look 

upon them. Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; to the melody of 

your harps I will not listen. 



Proverbs 15:8                            
The sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination to the LORD, but the 
prayer of the upright is acceptable 

to him. 



Ezekiel 33:30-31                                  
“As for you, son of man, your people who 

talk together about you by the walls and at 
the doors of the houses, say to one 

another, each to his brother, ‘Come, and 
hear what the word is that comes from the 

LORD.’ And they come to you as people 
come, and they sit before you as my 

people, and they hear what you say but 
they will not do it; for with lustful talk 
in their mouths they act; their heart is 

set on their gain. 



I declare I know of no state of soul 
more dangerous than to imagine we 
are born again and sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit, because we have picked up 
a few religious feelings. 

– J.C. Ryle 



“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, I will not accept them  and 
the peace offerings of your fattened 
animals, I will not look upon them. 

Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; to the melody of your harps I 

will not listen. 



Men never do evil so completely and 
cheerfully as when they do it from 

religious conviction.  
– Blaise Pascal 



But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream.  



1 Samuel 7:6                                             
And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If 
you are returning to the LORD with all your 

heart, then put away the foreign gods and the 
Ashtaroth from among you and direct your 

heart to the LORD and serve him only, and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the 

Philistines.” So the people of Israel put away 
the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served 
the LORD only. So they gathered at Mizpah 

and drew water and poured it out before 
the LORD and fasted on that day and said 
there, “We have sinned against the LORD.” 



Micah 6:8                                          
He has told you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 



“Did you bring to me sacrifices and 
offerings during the forty years in the 

wilderness, O house of Israel?  



Exodus 9:4-6                                    
You yourselves have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 

my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you 
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. These are the words that you 

shall speak to the people of Israel.” 



There were thus two sides to the 
experience of the people of God, 

redemption and blood sacrifice on the 
one hand, law and obedience at the 

other. 
– J. A. Motyer 



You shall take up Sikkuth your king, 
and Kiyyun your star-god—your images 
that you made for yourselves, and I will 
send you into exile beyond Damascus,” 
says the LORD, whose name is the God 

of hosts. 



2 Kings 17:6 
In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of 

Assyria captured Samaria, and he 
carried the Israelites away to Assyria 
and placed them in Halah, and on the 
Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the 

cities of the Medes. 


