
God’s Good Purposes 
In Our Trials 



1 Peter 1:6-9 
In this you rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, so that the 

tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though 

it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though 
you have not seen him, you love him.  



Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that 

is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 



In this you rejoice  
(what’s “this?”) 

1 Peter 1:4-5 
an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who by God's power 
are being guarded through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 



though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved 

by various trials 



James 1:2 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 

trials of various kinds 

Psalm 34:19 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

John 16:33 
I have said these things to you, that in me 
you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.” 



1 Peter 4:19 
Therefore let those who suffer 

according to God's will entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator while 

doing good. 



God promises no immunity 
from crosses.  

 
– Richard Sibbes 



Acts 14:22 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, 
and saying that through many 

tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God. 

Romans 5:3-5 
Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character 

produces hope 



Peter’s purpose was to show that God 
does not thus try His people without 

reason, for if God afflicted us without a 
cause, it would be grievous to bear. 

Hence Peter has taken an argument for 
consolation from the design of God, not 
because the purpose always appears to 

us, but because we ought to be fully 
persuaded that it ought to be so, 

because it is God's will.  
 – John Calvin 



so that the tested genuineness 
of your faith—more precious 

than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire— 



Psalm 66:10 
For you, O God, have tested us; 

you have tried us as silver is tried. 

Proverbs 17:3 
The crucible is for silver, and the 

furnace is for gold, and the LORD tests 
hearts. 

Isaiah 48:10 
Behold, I have refined you, but not as 

silver; I have tried you in the furnace of 
affliction. 



Stars shine brightest in the darkest 
night. Torches are the better for 

beating. Grapes come not to the proof 
till they come to the press. Spices 

smell sweetest when pounded. Young 
trees root the faster for shaking. Vines 
are the better for bleeding. Gold looks 
the brighter for scouring; and juniper 

smells sweeter in the fire.  
– Thomas Brooks 



may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.  

Philippians 3:8-9 
in order that I may gain Christ and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own …but that which comes 

through faith in Christ,  
2 Timothy 1:18 

may the Lord grant him to find mercy 
from the Lord on that Day! 



Romans 2:29 
But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a 

matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 

1 Corinthians 4:5 
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the 

time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to 
light the things now hidden in darkness and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each 
one will receive his commendation from God. 

1 Peter 5:4  
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the unfading crown of glory. 



When Jesus appears in glory, two 
things are going to happen. His glory 
will be magnificently reflected in the 

mirror of our faith. He will be the 
trusted one and the hoped-for one 

and the rejoiced-in one. So his glory 
will shine in our faith and hope and 
joy. And the more pure and refined 

the gold of our faith, the more 
clearly his beauty and worth will be 



But since God exalts all that exalts 
him, he will give praise and honor 
and glory to our faith. He will say, 

"Well done, good and faithful 
servant.”  

 
– John Piper 



Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory 



Romans 15:20-21 
and thus I make it my ambition to 

preach the gospel, not where Christ 
has already been named, lest I build 
on someone else’s foundation, but as 
it is written, “Those who have never 

been told of him will see, and 
those who have never heard will 

understand.” 



2 Corinthians 4:6 
For God, who said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,” has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 



John 20:27-29 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 

my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 



you love him… 

you believe in him  

You rejoice… 



True Christianity is loving Christ and 
trusting Christ and enjoying Christ. In 
other words, Christianity is first and 
foremost a matter of the heart (love, 

trust, and joy), not a matter of 
external performances.  

 
– John Piper 



Habakkuk 3:17-18 
Though the fig tree should not 

blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the 
produce of the olive fail and the fields 
yield no food, the flock be cut off from 
the fold and there be no herd in the 

stalls yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD; I will take joy in the God of 

my salvation. 



rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory, obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 



Past Security- Titus 3:4 
he saved us, not because of works done by us 

in righteousness, but according to his own mercy 

Present Security 1 Corinthians 1:18 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 

Future Security Hebrews 9:28-29 
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 

with sin but to save those who are eagerly 
waiting for him. 



This apparent paradox forms the basis of 
true hope. Because Jesus has already 

come, in the flesh and in the Holy Spirit, 
the kingdom of God has already come. Our 

hope is realized: we know Jesus. But 
because Jesus is coming again, the 

kingdom of God is yet to come, and the 
goal of our faith is still future.  

– Edmund Clowney 


