
How To Save The World 



1 Peter 3:13-17 
Now who is there to harm you if you 

are zealous for what is good? But even 
if you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear 
of them, nor be troubled, but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

always being prepared to make a 



defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet 

do it with gentleness and respect, 
having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who 

revile your good behavior in Christ may 
be put to shame. For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil. 



Now who is there to harm you if 
you are zealous for what is good?  

For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to 

their prayer. But the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil.” 



Psalm 56:11 
In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

What can man do to me? 



1 Peter 2:13-14 
Be subject for the Lord's sake to 

every human institution, whether it 
be to the emperor as supreme, or 

to governors as sent by him to 
punish those who do evil and to 

praise those who do good. 



But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be 

blessed.  



1 Peter 2:20 
But if when you do good and 

suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God.  



To be right with God has often 
meant to be in trouble with men.  

 
– A. W. Tozer 



Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled 



Matthew 10:28 
And do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell. 



Faith, which is trust, and fear are 
opposite poles. If a man has the one, 

he can scarcely have the other in 
vigorous operation. He that has his 
trust set upon God does not need to 
dread anything except the weakening 

or the paralyzing of that trust.  
– Alexander Maclaren 



but in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy 

Numbers 20:12 
 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
“Because you did not believe in me, to 
uphold me as holy in the eyes of the 
people of Israel, therefore you shall not 
bring this assembly into the land that I 

have given them.” 



To reverence Christ as Lord means 
really to believe that Christ, not one's 

human opponents, is truly in control of 
events. To have such reverence in your 

hearts is to maintain continually a 
deep-seated inward confidence in 
Christ as reigning Lord and King.  

 
– Wayne Grudem 



Always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in 
you;  



Colossians 4:2-6                                                                                              
praying…that God may open up to us a door for the 

word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of 
Christ,..Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 

outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let 
your speech always be with grace… that you may 

know how you should respond to each person.  
 

“open door”  
Paul’s term for a 

successful opportunity for 
the gospel to do its work                                

(1 Corinthians 16:9) 

“opportunity”  
Paul urges preparation 

should God “open a door”. 
Get ready to speak for 

Christ! 



Always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is 
in you;  



I sometimes think that the reason 
we aren't more free and natural in 
testifying to our neighbors about 
the reality of our hope in Christ is 

that we don't feel very hopeful. And 
if our hearts are not full of hope in 

the promises of Christ, then here is 
what happens when an occasion 



arrives to make a case for our 
hope: we sense it as a duty to 

defend doctrine instead of a delight 
to tell somebody why we are so 

hopeful.   
- John Piper 



Always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in 

you;  



always being ready to make a defense 
to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you,  

Acts 22:1              
"Brethren and 

fathers, hear my 
DEFENSE which I 
now offer to you." 

An apologia, a 
defense:  

A clear, reasonable, 
and persuasive 

argument 



What is apologetics? Apologetics is 
the reasoned defense of the Christian 

religion. Christianity is a faith, to be 
sure; but there are reasons for this 

faith. Faith is not to be confused with 
reason; but neither is it to be 

separated from it.  
-- R. C. Sproul   

 



Ever since I became a Christian, I 
have thought that the best, perhaps 

the only service I could do for my 
unbelieving neighbors was to 

explain and defend the belief that 
has been common to nearly all 

Christians at all times.                                      
– C.S. Lewis 

 



yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, having a good conscience, 
so that, when you are slandered, those 
who revile your good behavior in Christ 

may be put to shame.  



2 Timothy 2:24-26 
And the Lord's servant must not be 

quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting 
his opponents with gentleness. God may 

perhaps grant them repentance leading to 
a knowledge of the truth, and they may 

come to their senses and escape from the 
snare of the devil, after being captured by 

him to do his will.   



For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that should be God's will, 

than for doing evil. 



Churches today that experience little 
persecution need Peter’s instruction; 
in a future nearer than they suppose 
they may find themselves suffering 

with the rest of Christ’s afflicted 
church in the world. 

 
– Edmund Clowney 


