
The Portrait Of A 
Beautiful Wife 



It is a great sadness that in our modern 
society—even in the church—the different 

and complementary roles of biblical 
headship for the husband and biblical 

submission for the wife are despised or 
simply passed over. Some people just write 
them off as sub-Christian cultural leftovers 
from the first century. Others distort and 

misuse them—I actually sat in  



my office once with a husband who 
believed that submission meant his wife 

should not go from one room to the other 
in the house without asking his 

permission. That kind of pathological 
distortion makes it easier for people to 

dispense with texts like these in the Bible.  
 

– John Piper 



1 Peter 3:1-6 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own 
husbands, so that even if some do not 

obey the word, they may be won 
without a word by the conduct of their 
wives, when they see your respectful 

and pure conduct. Do not let your 
adorning be external—the braiding of 



hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, 
or the clothing you wear—but let your 
adorning be the hidden person of the 

heart with the imperishable beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's 
sight is very precious. For this is how 
the holy women who hoped in God 

used to adorn themselves, by   



submitting to their own husbands, as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 

lord. And you are her children, if you do 
good and do not fear anything that is 

frightening. 



Likewise, wives, be subject to your 
own husbands 



2:13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme 

2:15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 
should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when 
he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 

2:23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 

2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed. 



Likewise, wives, be subject to your own 
husbands 

so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a word 

by the conduct of their wives 



Likewise, wives, be subject to your 
own husbands 



Galatians 3:28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 
1 Peter 3:7 

(wives) are heirs with you of the grace of 
life, so that your prayers may not be 

hindered. 



John 10:27-30 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and 

no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to 

me, is greater than all, and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I 

and the Father are one.” 



John 14:28 
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going 
away, and I will come to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would have rejoiced, 

because I am going to the Father, for 
the Father is greater than I. 



Although Father and Son are the same in 
essence and equally God, they function in 

different roles. By God’s own design, the Son 
submits to the Father’s headship. The Son’s 
role is by no means a lesser role; merely a 

different one. Christ is in no sense inferior to 
His Father, even though He willingly submits to 

the Father’s headship. The same is true in 
marriage. Wives are in no way inferior to 



husbands, even though God has assigned 
husbands and wives different roles. The two 
are one flesh. They are absolutely equal in 

essence. Although the woman takes the place 
of submission to the headship of man, God 

commands the man to recognize the essential 
equality of his wife and love her as his own 

body. 
– John MacArthur 



A different function does not suggest 
that women are lesser beings. Those 
who argue that a different function 
implies inequality betray a secular 

worldview that identifies worth with 
stature and the exercise of authority.  

– Thomas Schreiner 



so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a 
word by the conduct of their wives, 

when they see your respectful and pure 
conduct.  



Unbelieving husbands may be alienated 
by wives who constantly beg them to 

become Christians. A better course is to 
live a faithful Christian life, and as they 
see the transformation of their wives, 
they are more likely to be inclined to 

adopt the faith of their wives. 
 – Thomas Schreiner 



Do not let your adorning be external—
the braiding of hair and the putting on 

of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear 



but let your adorning be the 
hidden person of the heart with 
the imperishable beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which in God's sight 

is very precious. 



1 Samuel 16:7 
The LORD does not look at the things 

man looks at. Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks at the heart. 



but let your adorning be the hidden 
person of the heart with the 

imperishable beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which in God's 

sight is very precious. 



Galatians 6:1 
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. 



A woman was given not for a man’s 
whims but for his character. She 

elevates him in true masculinity. It 
takes a woman to make a real man. 
This is God’s design, and we tamper 

with it at our peril.  
 

- Richard and Sharon Phillips 



For this is how the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn 

themselves, by submitting to their own 
husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 

calling him lord.  
 



For this is how the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn 

themselves, by submitting to their own 
husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 

calling him lord.  
 



Genesis 18:12 
So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I am worn out, and my lord is 

old, shall I have pleasure?” 



What Peter found remarkable was that 
she still referred to him with respect 
and dignity instead of merely calling 
him an old man (though she did note 

his age!).  
– Wayne Grudem 



And you are her children, if you do 
good and do not fear anything that is 

frightening. 



A wife should not acquire her own friends, 
but should make her husband's friends her 

own. The gods are the first and most 
significant friends. For this reason, it is 

proper for a wife to recognize only those 
gods whom her husband worships and to 
shut the door to superstitious cults and 

strange superstitions.  
- Plutarch 



To submit to anyone less than Christ is difficult 
in a marriage. Yet it is Christ who commands 

women to be submissive to their sinful, fallible 
husbands.  In this sense Christ is the silent 

partner of the marriage. It is hard for a wife to 
submit when she disagrees with her husband. 

But when she knows her submission is an act of 
obedience to Christ and honors Christ, it is 

much less difficult. 
– R. C. Sproul 


