
Welcome To Discovery! 
 

Welcome to Discovery! In this brief class, we’ll take a journey together. Along the way, we hope 
to discover many things about you, your interests, passions, spiritual gifts, and what makes 
each of you unique, and we hope to help you discover many things about Christ Church. We 
want you to get to know the people, the plans, the ministry goals and objectives, and how you 
can get involved.  
 
This booklet is intended to be a “tour guide”. It will explain in greater details some of the 
comments and presentations made in the Discovery class. You are encouraged to read it 
through, mark it up, and ask whatever questions you may have.  
 
The seminar session will focus on brief presentations, open discussion, and introductions of 
ministries, people, and places. 
 
In addition to the material in this booklet, we refer you to our website (www.christchurch-
pca.org), where you will find information on pod-casting of sermons and teaching, articles and 
books we recommend, and ministries Christ Church provides. 
 
Now, let’s start Discovery! 
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Section 1 – The Gospel 
 
Point 1: the gospel is for everybody! 
 
To understand Christ Church and her purpose and mission, you need to know that we are not 
just a mission—a church that evangelizes the unsaved, or a home/family—a church that only 
cares for those already redeemed. Rather, we believe that we are called to minister the gospel 
to believers and unbelievers, to folks from at least four different generations, to individuals and 
families from radically different cultures and spiritual starting points. To choose between being 
a mission or a home is to engage in a false dichotomy; we must be both. 
 
This may help. We believe there are three ways to live, and that the gospel addresses all 
three:  

• Irreligious  
• Religious 
• Transformed by the Gospel 

 
The irreligious person doesn’t typically think much about how and why he lives the 
way he does; he follows his own desires, pursues his own likes/dislikes, lives by his own 
ethical choices. In the Bible Belt, irreligious people can often be very conservative in 
political and ethical values, but they are not active in church or religious activities. They 
assume that they are “good persons” and don’t need religion to add value to their life. 
Increasingly, organized religion (particularly if it is seen as “fundamentalism”) is 
offensive to irreligious people. 
 
The religious person is committed to living a certain way, usually a way shaped by the 
mores and customs of a particular religious tradition. Religious people believe in 
objective standards they believe were established by God, and obedience/duty to them 
is very important. They speak often of the importance of ethics. The faith statement of 
the religious person is “if I obey, I will be accepted by God.” Churches—of all kinds—are 
full of religious people. However, many religious people are not saved. 
 
The transformed person believes that there are objective standards established by 
God. But she also believes that she cannot measure up to them because of her sinful 
heart. She gratefully embraces Christ—in his death on the cross—as the sacrifice offered 
in love to atone for her failures/sins, and rejoices in the possibility that she can live a 
new kind of life, a life begun in his resurrection and empowered by his Spirit. She is not 
conformed to the ways/style of the world, but shaped for fellowship with God by His 
Spirit within. The faith statement of the gospel-transformed person is “I am accepted by 
God in Christ, therefore I obey.” Such a person doesn’t just go to church; she is eager to 
serve the Lord, to share her faith with others. She will probably “rock the boat” in some 
churches, for while the dynamic of her faith appreciates good Biblically based traditions, 
she will have little use or patience for empty ones. 

 
But we don’t want merely to inform people with the gospel content. We are committed to 
pursue gospel transformation (radical, thorough change in the power of the Spirit), and do so 
in ourselves, and in the world we inhabit in his name. It’s an urgent calling, because both 
irreligious people and many religious ones are lost, without Christ and therefore without hope or 
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peace in this world. And it is an on-going challenge, for the fundamental default of the human 
heart is toward religion, but not toward transformation. Transformation changes people, 
challenges traditions, and makes comfortable people itchy.  
 
 
Point 2: The gospel is a Story 
 
A. A Cosmic Story  
 
The Bible is a story, not merely a book of rules and regulations. It is God’s story, and it has a 
plot: a good Creation, a horrific Fall into sin, a long and faithful story of Redemption, 
concluding with a final Restoration. The story is cosmic, that is, it always has in mind the 
redemption of the whole “cosmos” (or creation). Let us flesh out the story just a bit: 

• God, existing in loving community as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, created all things to be 
his. The wondrous world God made was his kingdom, over which he would rule in delight 
and fellowship. He made man in his image, and established an amazing intimate fellowship 
with him, one filled with joy, peace, love and purpose, a fellowship absent any hint of fear, 
dread, guilt or shame. Man was to be “in God’s image”—like God in many ways, but 
especially in exercising responsible dominion of the world entrusted to him, a dominion that 
would result in the development of all dimensions of culture to honor God. 

• Sin profoundly broke the good world of God, corrupting all He made and revealing the 
painful results of that corruption in the rise of cruelty, abuse, violence, shame and fear. The 
joy, trust, and peace of love and community with God and with other people were lost, 
selfishness and distrust took over the human heart, and the distortion of life’s purpose and 
the loss of personal peace were experienced by all.  

• “God so loved the world” he made that he began immediately the work of redeeming all 
things in Christ. He declared immediately that he would take it back from the grip of sin and 
evil, would reconcile all things to himself and the delight of life lived in shalom with God. 
History would be the story of God moving forward through the ages, warring against evil, 
relentlessly bringing redemption to our broken, sick, lonely, and hopeless world through his 
own son Jesus. Jesus gave himself as a willing sacrifice, his death on the cross serving to 
pay the debt of our sin, his resurrection on the 3rd day the first fruits of the new world—
“the new creation”—that has already begun but is not yet fully consummated.  

• We live today between the “already” and the “not yet”, eagerly leaning forward, longing 
for the restoration of all things. God is yet at work making right all that sin has made wrong. 
There is still evil in this world—and it is profound. But God is at work setting things right, 
marvelously and mysteriously using the Words and Deeds of the church, leveraging the 
living faith of people who believe and embody the gospel of grace. Please note: the work 
of redemption is God’s, not ours. We do not have to find our way back to God, earn a place 
in his presence, deal with guilt on our own terms. He did that for us in Christ. The gospel is 
always, without exception, an announcement of grace. 

• Those who receive Jesus Christ by faith are changed forever, from within, by the power of 
God. They are reconciled to God by the work of his Son Jesus, and are born again as 
God’s sons. From that moment on, they cherish the astounding truth that in Christ they are 
no longer his enemies, living in fear of his judgment, but are now God’s sons, fully 
accepted by Him. They are given his Spirit, who empowers them to live life in an entirely 
different way and by an entirely new power. In the Spirit, they do amazing things. 
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• The Bible is God’s Word to us; it tells the story of his redemption in Christ. It is 
trustworthy, serves as the authority for what we are to believe, and reveals how redeemed 
people are to live. But the Bible is more than a report about redemption; is also part of the 
very story it tells. It is a living document, one that injects God’s redemption into the lives of 
new generations. Belief in its message opens the door of the heart to God himself.  

• The church is Christ’s living organic Body on earth. All believers are part of the body.  On 
this side of heaven, unbelievers are surely mixed in with the true believers in the church. On 
this side of heaven, unbelief is surely mixed in with faith even within true believers, for we 
struggle to lay claim to God’s grace with our weak faith and doubting spirits, and far too 
often cherish idols instead of Christ alone.  Here at Christ Church, we believe that the 
church is a fellowship based on the Word and sacraments, practiced in an environment 
of authentic community. This is not just a touchy-feely word; it means that weak people 
cling to a strong God, live out the “one another” relationships in desperate but real love, 
challenge each other without judging each other, and in their own weakness use even their 
struggles to testify to His grace. This community of love is God’s way to build unity among 
Christ-followers and show the world the power of new life. 

• The goal of the church’s ministry, the purpose of our living together, the so that of our 
faith, is a world set right. When Christians live in true and authentic community, when we 
together pursue justice and righteousness in relationships, in the city streets, in the 
corporate world and in the public schools, then the “good news” of the gospel is announced 
to the cosmos that—one day—will be set right again. After all, God is at work in Christ 
“reconciling all things” through the death of his Son! And there isn’t much that doesn’t fit 
into “all things”!  

B. A personal story  
 
No two of have identical life journeys. Some of us were raised without Christ. Others grew up in 
highly traditional churches, knowing religion but perhaps not the gospel. Some of us drifted 
from the Lord or from his church for long years of doubt or neglect. And still others of us never 
knew a day when we didn’t trust Christ. The journey of faith on which each of you walk is one 
that involves a growing awareness of God’s presence and purpose. Such growth can be charted 
with mile markers that measure levels of commitment to the gospel.  
 
Think of it this way: disciples of Jesus Christ move from… 
 

• Membership: belonging to Christ because you trust Jesus as your Savior, and 
commit to live for Christ as Lord. Belonging to the church because you live your 
faith jointly with brothers and sisters in the family of God. 

• Maturity: self consciously growing in Christ and being trained for ministry 
• Ministry: deployed in service, using your gifts for Christ alongside others 
• Mission: living all of life on a mission for God—wherever you live, work and play 

 

C. A story of transformation and reformation  

1. All churches have a history. Ours has threads that tie us to the 16th C Reformation, the 
greatest revival movement since the New Testament. The Reformation changed everything 
because the gospel is transformational: it changes persons, churches, even human civilization. 
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Reformation convictions about God and His gospel are comprehensive, Bible-based, and 
balanced. Its spiritual legacy cherishes God’s majesty while standing in awe of his amazing and 
tender grace to us.  

Many who have no church background or who come from a church experience that has been 
legalistic, rigid or routine may find Christ Church to be a different kind of community of faith. 
We love the Bible, care about its teachings, are in awe of our God, and cherish the rich 
traditions of doctrine and worship. But we also try to show grace and love to people in the hurts 
and burdens of life without pre-judging how they got there. We believe the Spirit of God meets 
people where they are, but he never leaves them as they are. 

2. We are guided by unchanging truth, and so paraphrase the words of St. Augustine, a church 
father from the 4th Century, to explain our commitments: 

• In Essentials there must be UNITY  
• In Non-Essentials there must be LIBERTY   
• In All things there must be CHARITY  

A. UNITY in Essential Beliefs: Of course, the hard part here is deciding which are 
“essential beliefs” and which are not. We stand with historic Christianity in affirming that the 
universal (or “ecumenical”) creeds—the Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds—well summarize 
the core teachings of the Bible. We stand together with all Christians on these non-
negotiable truths. And, in recent years, attacks on key doctrines have been relentless, 
particularly in regard to the truthfulness of the Bible, and salvation by grace through faith in 
Christ alone. We affirm the infallibility of Scripture, and stand gratefully in the heritage of 
the 16th Century Reformation (and its Creeds) to affirm that we believe salvation is “in Christ 
alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, and for God alone.”  

B. LIBERTY in non-Essential Issues: As we read and study and teach the Bible, honest 
differences will arise among believers who earnestly seek to understand God’s Word and 
God’s will for us. An example is the different views about the sacrament of baptism held by 
evangelical Christians. At Christ Church, we commit to teach, study and discuss such areas 
of Bible teaching openly and graciously, and will remain diligent in prayer as we ask the 
Spirit to lead us into truth, unity, and love. In the specific case mentioned above—the 
doctrine of baptism—we will articulate a clear position in favor of both the baptism of 
infants as a sign of the covenant and the baptism of adults who enter the covenant of grace 
by conversion to Christ. But we will do so with a lighter grip, knowing full well that godly 
men and women of deep faith have disagreed with our understanding of Scripture.  

C. CHARITY and GRACE must serve not only to mark our theology, but our life with one 
another in fellowship. Scripture is clear that a spirit of judgment is sinful, and that words of 
judgment, gossip, or slander are one of the principal ways the Evil One will disrupt our unity 
in faith. We are committed to charity and the demonstration of a gracious spirit in our life 
together. And we are committed to the principles of Matt 18:15f as the way we will deal 
with sin among us. 
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Section 2: The Church 

 
God’s Church is not a place but a people—“called out” from the world so that she may 
penetrate the world with the gospel (Eph 4:12; I Pe 2:9-12). Such a church must reflect a well-
balanced ministry that is: 
 
1. United: the gospel holds us together and shapes our ministry targets:  

 Our Mission To Jax (MTJ): our first calling is a strategic ministry to this city 
 Our MTW/MNA: we partner with Presbytery and ministries around the globe who 

share gospel values 
  

2. Outward Facing: congregation understands it exists to reach unsaved people with love and 
grace 
 
3. A genuine Community: “citizens of heaven, colonizing the earth” (Mt 6:10; Eph 4:1-6; Phil 
1:27-30).  

 Genuine fellowship (love, forgiveness as we “do life together”) gives hope to lonely, 
broken people.  

 Healthy marriages and families and singles living in contented sexual purity 
graciously imprint God’s designs on a broken world and broken homes. 

 Blend of all kinds of people: the gospel mysteriously unites what naturally divides 
men (race, economics, nationality) (Eph 3:6; Rev 5:9-10). 

 
4. Pursues Justice and Righteousness: the heart of God shows no partiality, cannot be 
bribed, and cares for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the alien, and expects us to do the 
same (Dt 10:17-18). Our ministry must reflect a word and deed balance.  
 
5. Articulates a Biblical World-view: in our world, faith has been structurally insulated from 
public life, especially in the political realm and the workplace. Against that tide, Christ Church 
must equip people with: 

 Careful training in Scripture, theology and a robust Christian world-view  
 Mutual encouragement from other believers in related vocational fields (arts, 

military/law, medicine, business, law, education)  
 

6. Plants new Churches:  
 “Planting new churches is the most effective evangelistic methodology known under 

heaven.” (C. Peter Wagner). 
 Mother/Daughter dynamic: once a church is 10 years old, the majority of its 

resources go to support internal ministries, and 80-90% of its new members come 
by transfer from other churches. Such congregations are yet strategically critical to 
launch church planting initiatives. Conversely, the average new congregation will 
bring new people into the life of the Body of Christ at 6-8 times the rate of an older 
congregation of the same size. (Tim Keller) 

 Multi-Site strategy: given this city’s diversity, and a less-than-stellar track record of 
church planting (PCA, NF Pres), we believe a Multi-Site Collegial model strategy is 
the best one.  
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Section 3 – The City 

 
God has positioned us in this city to reach its people and cultures with the gospel (Acts 17:26-
27). To do this requires that we know and love Jacksonville and its people well. Jacksonville is:  
 
1.  Culturally diverse: Jax is “new South”. Most of us know the suburban Southside, but Jax 
has many sub-cultures marked by the river, the Beach, and the interstates. To reach those we 
can will require multiple congregations, varying in approach, yet united as one church by 
consistent gospel values and oversight. 
 
2. Multi-Generational: the legacy population of Jax is aging, while growth is in younger 
segments of the population (business, universities, the military, medical). We must minister to 
former and target the latter. 
 
3. Conservative: high in traditional religion, strong personal piety; yet low social impact. 
Racism in our city is endemic, inherent.  
 
4. Center for Recreation: a culture busy with play, while few enjoy true rest.   
 
5. A Military town: big muscles of security evident, while few enjoy true peace.  
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Section 4: Life at Christ Church 
 

In this section, you’ll learn what the Biblical functions of church life are supposed to be, and 
how we try to implement the Bible’s teaching at Christ Church. As you read these pages, keep 
Acts 2:42-47 open and available. 
 
1.  A Worshipping Church 
    
A. Worship defined: Worship is ascribing to God proper weight and proper worth, 

responding to all that God is and all that He has done with all that we are. 
 

1. Personal Worship has the goal of knowing God through His Word (the Bible) and 
prayer so that we walk with God intimately all day, every day.  

2. Corporate Worship as a community of faith is central to who we are.  Our purpose in 
worship is not primarily inspiration or education or evangelism. These all are goals. But 
true worship delights in God, glorifies Him, and results in the Gospel Transformation of 
our lives.  We become more and more like Christ as we enter the Father’s presence, fall 
on our knees in repentance, lift up our voices in praise, give of our lives in generous 
stewardship, hear and obey His Word of life, and depart in His devoted service to 
engage a world in His Name. At Christ Church, the drama of redemption unfolds each 
week, reflecting the ancient and the modern in music, sacraments and symbols, 
preaching and the arts.  

 
B. The Importance Word and Sacraments  
 

1. The Word of God, the Bible, is the central aorta of our worship of God. Through its 
reading and preaching, we engage personally with the heart of the living God, through 
Jesus Christ who is the “Word made flesh.” By hearing and believing it, the Holy Spirit 
works freely to transform our hearts, emotions, experiences, and lives. 

2. Baptism is the “Sign of the Promise” of God to a person in the same way as a wedding 
ring is a sign of the promise of one spouse to another. While many people “speak” in a 
baptism (an individual, the church, parents), God’s voice of promise is the dominant one 
because God is the King of his Covenant.  
 
• We baptize adults or children who have come to faith and are able to make a 

commitment to Christ based on that faith. Clearly, in the NT such baptisms were 
signs of God’s promises and initiation into the new life of faith (Matt 28:19). 
Believing adults respond to him in that faith now already.  

 
• We also baptize infants and young children who cannot respond in faith yet. Why 

do we do that?  
a. As we said earlier, we read the Bible in a covenantal sense. That means, we look 

back to the OT to learn God’s ways with his people then. We note Genesis 17:7, 
where God promises to be a faithful God to Abraham “and to your descendants 
after you.” (The sign of his covenant with Abraham’s descendants was 
circumcision in their flesh. And it was a sign applied on the 8th day of life, far too 
early for faith to have developed.)  
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b. Later, in the NT, Peter concluded his Pentecost sermon with these words: “The 
promise is for you and for your children…for all whom the Lord our God will 
call…” (Acts 2:39). With these words, he extends the covenant promises of God, 
formerly offered only to Israel, to any who hear and believe the gospel…and to 
their children.  

c. The Bible teaches that baptism replaces circumcision, since the blood of Christ 
fulfills the requirement of circumcision for all who believe (Col 2:11-12). Thus we 
baptize—not circumcise—the children of believers to initiate them into God’s 
covenant. They too are heirs of all the promises of God, obligated to respond in 
faith and obedience as they grow in Christ. We are always to teach our little ones 
that they have been set apart by baptism as God’s own children, and that they 
are to live like it in faith. 

 We baptize by sprinkling or pouring water on the heads of those being baptized, 
much like the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled on the altar in the Temple of God 
in the OT. Early Christian drawings show baptisms done that way, with participants 
standing knee deep in the river. Of course, we’re not opposed to immersion baptism, 
but we believe that the sign of baptism—a sign that is a seal—is water, not the 
manner of its application. 

 
 We also honor the baptisms done in the name of the Triune God in other gospel-

believing churches. We will re-baptize an individual upon her request, however, if 
her baptism was done in a church whose teachings are clearly contrary to the 
gospel. See one of the pastors or elders regarding your unique situation.  

 
C. The Lord’s Supper is a “sermon to all the senses.”   

1. All those who come with repentant hearts and are committed to Christ  (evidenced by a 
profession of faith) are welcome to participate. 

 
2. Children may take communion provided they have a clear understanding—on their 

level—of the gospel and of the symbolism of the supper, and have professed their faith 
in a public way (See I Cor 11:27ff). Our elders desire to hear that profession, and are 
eager to help you ascertain whether your child(ren) is ready for this joyous act of 
worship. If you have questions about this, please speak to one of the elders or a 
member of the pastoral staff. 

 
3. Communion is part of Sunday morning services the 3rd Sunday each month. At Christ 

Church, we usually come to the kneeling benches to receive the bread and juice. We 
take a bit of time to reflect, confess, pray, and praise. We hope and pray that you will 
be blessed and fed as we are by the feast of Christ. 

 
2. We are a Community of Faith 
 
Two things are true about our age: first, no generation in history has ever had greater ability to 
communicate, yet no generation in history has ever been so lonely, so isolated, so hungry for 
intimacy. Second, the pace of change in our generation is relentless and rapid; a cultural 
“generation” is 3 to 4 years. Such change can easily become overwhelming. These twin 
observations drive a series of commitments about our desire to build genuine community 
among the people of God here. 
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A. We are a large group community. We gather together in whole-church gatherings, 

for example as we gather worship on Sunday. Such meetings involve all the generations 
of the church together serving the Lord of all ages.  

 
B. We also enjoy community in small groups. 

We have learned that it is often in a small group context where we can best journey 
through life in such community, knowing others and being known by them, loving and 
being loved, serving and being served. People find out our faith is real, long time 
members aren’t “super Christians”, and that all of us have warts and blemishes; we 
grow together as we struggle well together. At Christ Church, community groups 
meet around the city, and we are adding more. Check the web site or the weekly 
bulletin, or call the office to find out where and when they meet.  

 
C. We are also a communicating church. We primarily use 3 means to shape our 

communications. First, our web site: www.christchurch-pca.org. We encourage you to 
check it regularly; many make it their home page. It communicates not only information 
about the church, but helps you study with great research sites, great articles, book 
recommendations, etc. Second, we distribute a weekly bulletin. Pick one up in church, or 
download one from the web site. Third, if you’ll send us your email address, we’ll add 
you to the mid-week e-letter mailing list. That will keep you posted with a short tickler 
of activities and prayer requests. 

  
3. We are Growing  

 
In the Bible, three different but related concepts encompass what we today call “education”. 
Those are: “teaching”, “training”, and “equipping”. And, in Bible times, methods for such 
education were radically different than classroom instruction today. They involved significant 
life-on-life mentoring, dialogue, and modeling. A “disciple” was one who had been nurtured to 
be just like the master. Jesus made disciples whose lives were transformed by His message, 
whose calling required training and equipping in His ways and for His kingdom, and whose 
service transformed the world in His power.   
 
At Christ Church, we offer a wide diversity of opportunities to grow, including: 

• Sunday Sunday School Classes merging the purposes of fellowship, prayer, and 
discipleship, and arranged around the 4 main generations of the congregation 

• Mid Week intensive (beginning 2010) in Christ Church Academy 
• Bible Studies in Community Groups, and in Men’s/Women’s ministry 
• Leadership Development Training 
• Mentoring and Accountability Relationships 

 
We should observe that we are in transition. From a church formerly dependant upon on 
Sunday School for discipleship, we are shifting to put greater emphasis on other training 
methods, like mentoring and small group opportunities. We say that because these, unlike 
classroom instruction, are life on life, relational models that are much more in tune with the 
discipleship model that Jesus employed and that trains more deeply the hearts and lives of 
disciples who give themselves to Christ. If you are not in a small group and in a mentoring 
relationship, we strongly encourage you to get plugged in. It will transform your life! 
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4.  We are a Praying Church 
 
It’s easy to say prayer is important, but we all know that in our busy, self-sufficient world, 
prayer often gets shuttled aside. Yet, we at Christ Church are praying to God that he will make 
us a praying church. We encourage prayer in several ways: 

• Corporate prayer: Sunday morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary, and in worship at 9:30 
• Intercessory Prayer: we do it all the time, and formally post-worship with 

elders/deacons in the prayer room.  
• We email a “prayer hotline”, aiming to enable and stimulate our people to pray in 

their homes and workplaces. 
 
5.  We are a Caring Church  

 Elder Care: we understand the term “elder” to mean (literally) “shepherd” or 
“pastor.” (See Acts 20:28) Each elder is deployed in a Community Group to care for 
its members. In addition, several highly trained and experienced Pastors are 
available to counsel with those facing spiritual growth issues, crisis, loss, sickness or 
other life transitions such as preparing for marriage, job loss or transfer, etc.  

 
• Deacon Care: we cherish the work of deacons who are charged to lead a joyous and 

powerful ministry of mercy. We are not only eager and willing, but try to be 
proactive and generous, to use the gifts God has given us to help people who are 
the least, the lost, the lonely, and the longing in our society.  

 
 Mutual Care: The “one another commandments” of the Bible challenge all of us to 

care for each other. We do that in our small groups, but we also do that corporately 
as we surround those with specific burdens, challenges, and joys. 

 
6. We are a Sending Church 
 
At Christ Church, we want everyone to be “on a mission”. Each week, we are reminded of that 
when we are commissioned at the end of worship service, launched into the world to serve the 
Lord Jesus all week and in all of life.  
 

• God’s Mission is intensely personal. Our faith has a personal “so that…” character. We 
are saved so that we may show the transforming power of God’s grace. He has placed 
us where we live and work so that we can bear the gospel to others. He redeems our 
struggles in life so that we may minister to others going through similar ones. We even 
learn from our sins so that we may encourage others caught up in the same sins. 
 

• God’s Mission is also global: 
1. We have a long and rich history of mission to Cuba, Russia, India and many other 

places around the globe. We send short term mission teams each year. 
2. We send a team to the Palmer Home for orphans in Mississippi each summer. Stories 

of the gospel bringing the “fatherless” into God’s loving family stir our hearts.  
 

• God’s Mission seizes local and regional opportunities: 
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1. We have made a strong commitment to the rising generation, including the 
collegiate and the MS/HS levels. We recognize the early adult years as a time when 
many make life-shaping commitments, and are eager to be a gospel resource to 
young people at this time. We have committed significant staff resources to next-
generational ministry, and many of our members are active in support of these 
ministries (all the way down to pre-school children’s ministry!) 

2. We host Adventure Clubs each Summer. These are “front yard” high-energy 
evangelism intensives reaching children in many different neighborhoods around 
Jacksonville (9 locations in 2009) 

3. We have committed to place adult mentors in the life of every one of the 4th grade 
students in the Sallye B. Mathis elementary school, one of the more needy grade 
schools in our city. This is part of a commitment to bring redemption to the city 
streets and to a fatherless generation in a way that not only tells the Word, but 
models the gospel. 

4. Most importantly is that, in September 2010 (the Lord willing), we will plant the first 
new congregation in a One Church—Many Congregations model for Christ Church. 
That congregation, let by Pastor Keith Dickerson, will be in the Town Center area of 
the city.  
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Section 5 – The Organization of Christ Church 

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We 
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by 
their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.    
(Ephesians 4:11-16) 
  
Christ Church is a body of believers; the people are the church. At the same time, the people 
are not an aimless herd of humans, but hope to be strategically organized to accomplish the 
instructions and mandates given us by Christ Jesus, our Head. Here are some of the principles 
governing our organization and that of the PCA, of which we are a member congregation.  
 
1. CHRIST is the Head of the Church!  All of us serve under His ultimate leadership.  On the 
human level, the church has been called “the most leadership-intensive organization on the 
planet.”  God has chosen to work through gifted people who equip the whole church to do the 
work of ministry. 
  
2. Shepherding oversight by Elders 
The oversight of Ministry Teams at Christ Church is carried out through the Elders and Pastoral 
staff.  Ministry Coordinators (those with leadership gifts and passion for an area of ministry) are 
supported by and accountable to the Elders. Additionally, and more importantly, elders are 
charged by God (Acts 20:28f, I Peter 5:1-4) to be shepherds and overseers of souls. Please 
don’t get offended by the thought that the people of God are often called God’s “flock”. You 
aren’t being called dumb sheep. Rather, the shepherding metaphor was so very rich and 
instructive in the times of the Bible’s first readers that it served to explain how God cares for his 
people. Elders are to care for us, each of us, all of us, guarding us against spiritual dangers, 
encouraging us in our walk with Christ, and nurturing us so that we grow in grace.  
 
3. Stewardship/Resource Management by Deacons 
At Christ Church, unlike many churches, Deacons do not just collect and distribute money. Nor 
are they concerned merely with the physical property of the church. Instead, happily 
recognizing that God’s gifts to us are rich and varied—including His gifts of time, talents and 
abilities, and treasures of many kinds—the Deacons help us understand and celebrate these 
gifts, they help manage and deploy the resources God has given us wisely, and they model lives 
of stewardship and mercy so that all of us live that way. 
  
4. Session, Presbytery and General Assembly: Layered Ministry Accountability 
All leaders (Elders, Deacons, Officers, Ministry Coordinators, etc.) are constantly accountable to 
others in the local church. In addition, all our elders, including our Pastors, are accountable and 
answerable to a broader body called the Presbytery. It is regional, representing about 20 
churches, and serves oversight, strategic, and appellate functions. Presbytery meets quarterly, 
and requires attendance by all pastors and representatives of local churches. Each church has a 
Session, which is comprised of all elders (including the preachers), ultimately responsible to 
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God for the spiritual well-being of the church. (See Titus 1:5ff for the crucial role of elders in a 
church.) Our broader church affiliation (the PCA) believes strongly in accountability for leaders, 
knowing that if leaders fall into sin or fail in their calling the repercussions are great. Yet 
another layer of accountability and strategic ministry planning – even broader in focus – exists 
in our denomination. Called the General Assembly, it is global in its scope, and meets for a 
week each Summer. Every church is expected to have substantial leadership representation. 
  
5. Our Staff 
At Christ Church, elders and deacons are involved in oversight and stewardship/management of 
the resources. Pastoral Staff members provide resources, experience, and direct leadership to 
many of our ministries, including oversight of several seminary interns. Our staff includes: 

• John R. Sittema, Senior Pastor 
• Keith Dickerson, Assistant Pastor (Small Groups, Church Planter) 
• Jason Woods, Minister of Worship and Fine Arts 
• Mike Sherburne, Pastor to Youth and Families 
• Sarah Ingram, Director of Children’s Ministry 
• Emily Kjellman, Admin. Assistant to Pastoral Staff, Receptionist 
• Katie Pogachnik, Director of Communications, Webmaster  

 
6. Every Member in Ministry 
More importantly, our ministries depend heavily on gifted and passionate members who are not 
preachers, staff members, elders or deacons, people who are just like you. We are committed 
to the principle, taught in the Bible in Eph 4:11-12, that every member is a minister, and that 
the elders, deacons, and teachers are there to equip all the rest for their ministries. We value 
“regular members” so highly, in fact, that we encourage those with appropriate spiritual gifts to 
lead ministries. They will labor alongside men who have attended seminary and graduate 
school, equal partners in the glorious service of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

 Reference: www.pcanet.org 

 Reference: www.ChristChurch-pca.org 
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Section 6 – Becoming a Member of Christ Church 

Why Church Membership?  

We know people wonder about this question. We live in a time when people are hesitant to 
take membership commitments, preferring instead to participate without “joining”. Yet, we 
believe the idea of membership is a Biblical one. 

• First, it’s all about your new identity as a Christian. Everyone who is accepted by God 
because of the blood of Jesus receives a new identity. Baptism is a sign of it. Such a person 
is now fully accepted by God, has become a child of God, and an heir of God’s richest 
blessings. One of them is to be part of God’s Family, the “Church.” It has a global character, 
for it is made up of Christ’s people of all times, places, and cultures. It also has a local 
character, congregations made up of real people living real life together in faith.  

• Second, it’s about the faith-act of willing submission to God. God is our good shepherd; He 
also gives his church men who devote themselves to caring for us. Shepherds need to know 
their flocks. Active membership helps to move people from the vagueness of good 
intentions to open, transparent involvement, and pledges willing honor to the people God 
has assigned to care for our souls.  

• Third, membership is about commitment. It serves as visible evidence that you are devoted. 
It is a way of saying “I’m not alone, I’m in God’s family, I’m on the team! I belong to the 
blood-bought people of God with you. I share the vision! I’ll stand with you as we serve 
Christ in this world!”  

• Finally, membership is about belonging. As members of one another, we jointly take  
ownership of the health of the church. We acknowledge that our faith is deeply personal, 
but is not merely private. We pray for each other, and exercise mutual responsibility and 
accountability toward one another.  

What are the Expectations of Membership?  

Five G’s can summarize the expectations we have for Members at Christ Church:  

• Grace – we expect and desire members to be able to give clear testimony of a personal 
relationship with God. Scripture teaches this relationship to be alive when it exists by faith in 
Jesus Christ, when an individual confesses Jesus as Lord and Savior and follows and trusts 
the Bible to be his only authority for faith, doctrine, and conduct. We ask all, without 
exception, to meet with Elders to affirm and give testimony to their personal faith. Later in 
this booklet appear some guiding questions to help each write their brief testimony; this 
written exercise will bless you and encourage the elders who must care and pray for you 
well. If the pastoral elders determine that there is a clear need for further instruction in 
Biblical faith, opportunities will be made available. Additionally, we ask each member to 
make a commitment of grace in communication: vowing to follow Biblical teaching about 
telling the truth, to avoid gossip and slander, and to follow Biblical processes (Matthew 
18:15f) in the event of sin in this area of life. 

• Growth - we desire all members to be committed to spiritual growth through the disciplines 
of worship, prayer, Scripture study and meditation, serving, etc. And, knowing we can’t 
grow as disciples in a vacuum, we need the community of fellow believers who actively love 
and care for each other. We ask you to commit to such community life. 
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• Groups - small groups are often where we experience authentic community most 
powerfully. We expect involvement in small groups. 

• Gifts - we seek to understand, identify, develop, and use our spiritual gifts for serving God 
together. Every member is a minister; it is your responsibility to make yourself available and 
to serve diligently, and the task of elders and deacons to deploy you wisely. 

• Good Stewardship - stewardship is the living principle that God is the owner of everything 
and we are His stewards. Our time, our talents and gifts, our money and possessions, are 
all resources with which we love and serve God and other people in His name.  

What is the process of becoming an active member of Christ Church?  

• Step 1: Discovery – The class you are now taking helps you discover the church and her 
ministries, articulate and give testimony to your faith, and deepen your commitment to 
Christ and his Church. Soon after the conclusion of the course, an open time of fellowship at 
the Sr. Pastor’s home will give you opportunity to deepen your fellowship with others in the 
body of believers here. 

• Step 2: Testimony – A conversation with two Elders (at the end of Discovery) will give 
you an opportunity to share your personal journey of faith, to become acquainted with 
shepherding elders at our church, and to speak personally about any pastoral/prayer needs 
you may have. A guide in the appendix to this booklet will help you write your testimony 
and tell your personal story of God’s grace in your life. This will, in turn, help the elders 
know how to pray for you and care for your walk with Christ. 

• Step 3: Transfer – if you are currently a member in good standing of another evangelical 
church, we ask you to inform them of your desire to be released from their care and 
transferred into the care of our elders. We can help you with that communication. 

• Step 4: Celebration – New members take vows and are welcomed during a Sunday 
worship service. Those who have never been baptized should request and receive this sign 
of His promise, and give visible expression of their total surrender to Christ through this 
powerful testimony of grace. 

• Step 5: Deployment in ministry—those who join with us are joining a “movement”, the 
Mission of God on earth. We are, after all, “saved in order to serve”. You will be expected to 
use their unique interests, passions and gifts (“time, talents, and treasures”) in service to 
Jesus Christ. Deacons will help you discover those gifts and your unique shape for ministry. 
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Appendix 1: 

New Member Covenant 
Christ Church 

Jacksonville, Florida 
 

 
1. As a sinner, I justly deserved God’s displeasure, and was lost and without 

hope in the world. Amazingly, God loved and pursued me in Christ. United 
by faith with him in his death and resurrection, I am now God’s beloved 
child. 

   
2.   Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Lord of my life.  I willingly serve him 

as my King, and surrender my life to the Lord who gave me life again. 
         

3.   Relying completely on the power of the Holy Spirit, I vow:   
• To live a life consistent with that of a disciple of Jesus. I will seek Him in 

his Word and in worship, I will live a life of prayer, and I will use my 
time, talents, and treasures to serve Him in and through the ministries 
of his church. 

• To submit to the care of the elder-shepherds of the church, honoring 
the spiritual authority of Christ who is the King of the church, and who 
cares for me through them. 

• To guard my tongue, which has great potential for evil as well as for 
good within the body of believers. For the sake of the peace and purity 
of the church, I will avoid gossip and slander, will not “bear false 
witness against my neighbor, and will follow the Biblical processes of 
Matthew 18:15ff in my dealings with others. And if I fail to honor this 
pledge, I will seek out the one(s) I have offended in order to express 
repentance and seek forgiveness. 
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Appendix 2: Write Your Testimony 
 

Introduction: If you are seeking to become a member of Christ Church, we want to rejoice with you in 
our common faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. If you are not sure about your testimony of faith, 
please talk with John or one of the other pastors or elders. If you are a follower of Jesus, I Peter 3:15 
asks that you “always be prepared…to give the reason for the hope you have.” To help you do that, the 
following general questions walk you through the process of writing your testimony. The elders of the 
church will treat your testimony with confidence, and will use it to help them understand your faith, pray 
intelligently for you, and provide appropriate pastoral care to you.  

 
Tell us your story: how did you get to this point in your spiritual life? (Mention briefly any 
former church memberships, spiritual experiences, events, circumstances, or persons who have 
helped or influenced you.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tell us what you believe:  

 What do you believe about your sin and your need for a Savior? 
 
 
 
 
 
 What do you believe about your salvation, and particularly how Christ saved you?  

 
 
 
 
 

 What difference has faith in Christ made in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please help us serve you: are there areas of your life about which you need our counsel or 
help? How can we pray for you? How would you like to serve the cause of Christ (interests, 
special gifts or abilities)? 
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Appendix 3: Gifted and Shaped for Ministry 

   

1. Discover Your Gifts 

We at Christ Church hold an absolute commitment to a style of ministry that honors and 
deploys the spiritual gifts of all, “unleashing” all members in Word and Deed ministries that 
transform our world for Jesus Christ. In the church, every member is called to active ministry.  

We ask you to take an inventory of your spiritual gifts (on our web site). It’s important that you 
be honest, and not to figure out the “right” answer. By honestly answering the questions, you’ll 
discover how the Holy Spirit has uniquely equipped and blessed you, and you’ll help us 
understand how best to utilize gratefully His gifts to you and through you.  

2. Tell Us About Yourself 

Please fill out a personal information data form (handout at Discovery Class). While we commit 
to honor the confidence of such data, it’s important for us to know you and to learn how to 
communicate with you, so that we can build an authentic and genuine fellowship of love and 
community. Please understand that we are committed to extensive communication at Christ 
Church, including print media, video and verbal announcements, and a new (and serious) 
commitment to mid week email and web-based information. We ask you to be active in 
communication, too. Log on to our web site. Check your email routinely for the mid-week e-
Letter.  

3. Get Involved According to Your Interests and Passions 

Getting people connected in ministry involves the church and it involves the individual. We need 
to seek you out and invite you to plug in. You need to check out the needs and opportunities 
we make known. And (and this is important to us!), we need to take note of God’s creative 
work in your mind and heart that may create ministries that we don’t have in place and that we 
might not have thought of. So, please, keep your eyes and ears open to the various ways in 
which we are currently serving God and our world. After you do, please let us know how you’d 
like to get involved. And if you have an idea for a new ministry, let us know that too. We’ll pray 
together, and consider whether we might partner with you to put wheels under your idea! 


