
Missional Living Basics
INTEGRATING FAITH & WORK

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 1:1-2, 26-31
SUMMARY: Whether our work is voluntary or draws a paycheck, an 
essential question for every Christian is, “How does my faith relate to 
my work?” If we spend forty to sixty hours per week in an activity, it only 
makes sense to ask how our faith, which is the central and driving factor 
for all of life, integrates with and impacts us vocationally. To see work 
as an irritating necessity falls way short of the biblical vision for work. 
The first thing God tells us about himself is that he is a worker. In the 
beginning God created! The first command God gave to his image-bearing 
human creatures was to work his garden and rule the earth. Work was part 
of Paradise before sin and decay came into the world. As such, our work is 
an extension of God’s work in the world. Our work has meaning because work 
done well images God in the world. Artists reflect his creativity. Executives reflect 
his rule. Health professionals reflect his healing hand. Educators reflect his wisdom. 
Fashion designers reflect his beauty. Nonprofit workers reflect his compassion. Furthermore, 
every kind of work is meaningful. As Luther said, “The humblest sweeping maid, sweeping for the glory 
of God, is infused with as much dignity as the greatest preacher in the world.” Our work is bound within ethical guardrails. It is not 
merely what we do that matters, but also the character with which we do it. Christian workers must honor their employers, just as 
Christian employers must treat and pay their workers justly. Work must be done with a full heart, serving Christ not men. Our work 
ethic should be such that people enjoy working over, alongside, and under us. Work is not our identity. Rather, Jesus’ finished work 
is. This, and this alone, frees us to rest in our work and not despair in it, because Jesus has satisfied the greatest work in our stead.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
     Created in the image of a working God, we are most fully alive when we are engaged in creative work which aims to bring new 
products and services into the world for the common good, as well as redemptive work which aims to restore broken people, places, 
and/or things. Wherever creativity and redemption are happening in work, God is also at work in and through our work.
     What if we were to re-think ‘missions’ such that in addition to commissioning ministry workers, we also commissioned artists, 
doctors, homemakers, educators, attorneys, landscapers, counselors, and salespeople to do God’s work in the world through their 
spheres of vocation?
     The contemporary church “has forgotten that the secular vocation is sacred…work must be good work before it can call itself 
God’s work.”
- Dorothy Sayers, Why Work?
     The most important work is already finished. All the work required of us in the ultimate sense has been satisfied by Another. Jesus 
wore the thistles and thorns of Adam’s curse, so that the verdict can be pronounced over us, “Well done, good and faithful servants.” 
This is not because of our work but because of his on our behalf. His record and resume have been given to us. The burden has been 
lifted.

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of Genesis 1:1-2, 26-31, share something that surprises, encourages, or challenges you.
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…and why? 
3. Up to now, have you drawn a distinction in your mind between “God’s work” and other forms of work? Why or why not?
4. Brother Lawrence said, “We can do little things for God…It is enough for me to pick up but a straw from the ground for the love of 
God.” If all Christians understood all of their work in this way, what impact might it make on the world around us? Would the world 
think of Christianity as strange, or compelling, or both?
5. How might the following Scriptures, taken together with Genesis 1:1-2, 26-31, help us further understand the biblical vision for 
work? 

Deuteronomy 5:12-15    |    Ecclesiastes 2:18-26    |    Ephesians 6:5-9    |    Colossians 3:22-4:1    |    2 Thessalonians 3:10-12

CLOSE IN PRAYER: 
Consider using 1 Corinthians 10:31 as a basis for praying that Jesus would 
guide us in our vision for integrating our faith with our work.


