
Missional Living Basics
FOLLOWING JESUS INTO MERCY & JUSTICE

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
Isaiah 58:6-10 and 61:1-4
SUMMARY: One major acid test to gauge our alignment with Jesus is 
our posture toward the poor and the weak. Biblically, the degree to 
which our hearts are bound up with Jesus, they will also be bound 
up with the poor. Jesus was poor. Many of his closest friends were 
poor. His ‘inaugural speech’ in Luke 4:16-21 spoke of his mission to 
bring good news to the poor. So, when we follow Jesus in his mission, 
it will lead us toward the poor not away from the poor. Since over 
half the world’s population lives on less than $2.50 per day, this is an 
essential focus of Christian discipleship. The prophet Isaiah calls us to ‘true 
fasting,’ one that is rooted in belief that God is beautiful and sufficient for 
us, which then frees us to love the poor and the weak. Isaiah says that it is 
counter-gospel to exploit the poor by turning them into ‘cheap labor.’ Anything 
short of a fair wage is unjust. He also calls us to turn out attention and resources toward 
the poor, voluntarily depriving ourselves of certain luxuries in order to help fellow human 
beings encounter Jesus and reach their human potential. We are urged not only to provide relief, but 
also to confront systems of injustice that prohibit the poor from rising from poverty without outside help. Scripture gives us two 
compelling reasons to pay this cost and assume this risk. First, everyone is beautiful. The poor, like everyone else, bear the image of 
God and thus have infinite value. Second, everyone is poor. Moving toward the materially poor can help us get in touch with our 
own inner poverty, which deepens our sense of need for Jesus, which is always good. Jesus, though he was rich, became poor in 
every sense of the word, so that through his poverty we might become rich in him.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
    We must not look at our relationship with God or others in terms of the potential ‘return on investment.’ We love God for his own 
sake, because he is infinite in beauty, goodness and worth. Likewise we love those who bear his image (including the poor) because 
they are reflections of his beauty, goodness, and worth.
    “If you were born on third base, it is naïve to give yourself credit for hitting a triple. It is also naïve to blame people who were born 
in the bleachers for not making it to third base…or to assume that they can get to third without assistance.”
    - Darrin Patrick
    “Even in a very miserable condition you can be very happy if you are grateful for small mercies. If someone is starving and hungry 
and given two scraps of food a day, he can be very happy.”
    - The New York Times, A New Measure of Well-Being from a Happy Little Kingdom
    The most spiritually advantaged among us are often those who struggle the most.
    Job, Abraham, Solomon, and Nicodemus were all a) faithful and b) wealthy. The New Heaven and Earth will be paved with streets 
of gold. Christianity is clearly not opposed to wealth. Rather, it is opposed to greed and selfishness. In other words, it is opposed to 
hoarding wealth and spending it only on ourselves.

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of Isaiah 58:6-10 and 61:1-4, share something that surprises, encourages, or challenges 
you.
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…and why? 
3. When the subject of poverty comes up, what emotions arise in you? Where do you think that these emotions come from? Are they 
based in biblical truth or in a lie of some sort?
4. Why are some Christians suspicious about social justice’? Are they right, wrong, or both? Is it possible to be growing closer to 
Jesus and remain uninvolved with the poor and the weak? Why or why not?
5. How might the following Scriptures, taken together with Isaiah 58:6-10 and 61:1-4, a) free us from guilt and shame and also b) 
lead us to action? 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11    |    Job 1:1-3, 8    |    Acts 4:32-37    |    2 Corinthians 8:9 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: 
Consider using Matthew 5:3 as a basis for praying that Jesus would guide us 
to share his vision for Nashville’s materially poor and poor in spirit.


