
Missional Living Basics
FOLLOWING JESUS INTO HOSPITALITY

MAIN SCRIPTURE: Luke 19 : 1 – 10
SUMMARY: Nashville has recently been identified as one of the top ten 
‘most hospitable cities’ in the United States. Hospitality is a key theme 
in the Bible, but what does it mean? Leading thinker John Perkins says 
that hospitality is less about bringing out the silverware and china, 
and more about actively affirming the dignity of people. This is what 
Jesus does with Zaccheus, a chief tax collector who was an outsider 
to society, to religious communities, and initially to Jesus as well. 
Jesus engages this man and loves him into his circle, demonstrating a 
hospitality that seeks to turn outsiders into insiders, strangers into friends, 
friends into family, and family into contributors. Unlike fundamentalism 
(whether conservative or progressive) that excludes and grumbles about 
‘those people’ and that separates the world into ‘us’ and ‘them,’ pure Christianity 
offers an embrace to all. An experience of Jesus’ embrace, whether direct or through 
the church, has the effect of turning broken people into new people. Zaccheus, once a 
greedy crook, far exceeds the biblical requirements for generosity and also for restitution toward 
those he had defrauded. What caused the change? Jesus called him by name, welcomed him and ate with him, and made him feel 
at home in the world. Because of Jesus, Zaccheus even felt more at home in his own house! We, too, have been extended this kind 
of hospitality from Jesus…which, when felt, will turn us into hospitable people.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
“You don’t give dignity to people, you affirm the dignity that is already in them.”
- John Perkins
“When we practice hospitality we become conduits of God’s hospitality instead of self-decaying cul-de-sacs. The joy of receiving 
God’s hospitality decays and dies if it doesn’t flourish in our own hospitality to others. We should be thinking, ‘How can I draw the 
most people into a deep experience of God’s hospitality by the use of my money, by the use of my things, by the use of my home, 
and by the use of my church home?...Who needs to be asked out? Who needs to be asked in?’”
- John Piper
Everyone has a story. For example, 87% of prostitutes have been sexually abused in childhood, have used drugs to escape the 
trauma, and many have run away from home or foster care only to be dragged by predatory pimps into the commercial sex trade. 
They are not in this lifestyle because they are nymphomaniacs who want to be with fifteen different men each night.
- Paraphrase from Christianity Today
“Be kind. Everyone you meet is fighting a hidden battle.”
- Anonymous

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of Luke 19:1-10, share something that surprises, encourages, or challenges you.
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…and why? 
3. Like most people who isolate themselves through shameful behavior, Zaccheus had a story, and his story shaped the man he 
eventually became. How would our view of difficult people be impacted if we were consistently aware that ‘everyone we meet is 
fighting a hidden battle?’
4. Jesus’ hospitality toward Zaccheus made Zaccheus more ‘at home’ not only in Jesus’ world, but also in Zaccheus’ own home. 
Salvation and joy came to Zaccheus’ house because Jesus was there. Let’s brainstorm some specific ways that we could ‘follow Jesus 
into hospitality’ through the creative use of our money, our things, our homes, and/or our church family? Is there something that 
we could actually try together in the next week or two?
5. How do the following Scriptures, taken together with Luke 19:1-10, help us better understand and be guided by Jesus’ in the 
gospel virtue of hospitality? 

Exodus 22:21-24    |    Leviticus 19:33-34    |    Romans 12:9-21    |     Hebrews 13:1-3 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: 
Consider using Matthew 25:31-40 to pray for hospitality opportunities for 
yourself, for our group, and for our church family.


