
Missional Living Basics
FOLLOWING JESUS IN HIS MISSION: PUBLIC FAITH

MAIN SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5:13-16
SUMMARY: Most agree that the world is a broken place with many sorrows to 
contend with. Poverty, violence, child neglect and abuse, fragmented families and 
friendships, addiction, anxiety, depression, and other maladies are as common as 
ever. As it says in Romans, ‘all of creation groans…and we also groan’ (Romans 
8). According to Scripture, God is at work to heal and renew the world—to love 
people, places, and things to life—and the chief medium through which he does 
this work is his church. The church is called and equipped by the Spirit to be the ‘salt 
of the earth,’ laboring to preserve and enhance the flavor of all things that are good. We 
are also the ‘light of the world,’ called to bring God’s grace and truth to bear in the dark 
places that reside in the world, in relationships, and in human hearts including our own. We 
are a ‘city on a hill,’ an alternative and life-giving society within society at large. We are not against 
the world but for it. And the secret to living out all of these metaphors, as the first two lessons taught us, is to move as close to Jesus 
as we can, and to do so in community…together. Having had our ‘salt shakers’ filled in the worship and community of the church, we 
then can ‘season’ the places where we live, work, and play throughout the week with life-giving savor. Having had our ‘lamps’ filled with 
fuel through the same means, we then can shine the light of Christ’s truth and beauty out in the world…in hopes that many will see our 
good works and glorify our Father in heaven. Public faith, put simply, is the expression of God’s beauty and truth through both word and deed.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
“Homo Sapiens, as he is pleased to call himself, is played out. His depravity has come near to breaking my spirit.”
- British Humanist HG Wells, lamenting the failure of secular humanism
“Everything is awesome and no one is happy.”
- Comedian Louis CK
“We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, 
but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.”
- Madeleine L’Engle
Salt works best not as a majority ingredient but as a minority ingredient. When salt is the majority ingredient, it is overwhelming, 
bitter, and raises blood pressure. The same has always been true, both biblically and historically, about Christians. Believers have 
made the greatest and most positive difference in the world not as a dominant majority but as a life-giving minority.
The most effective missional expression of public faith is when Christians are living so sacrificially and beautifully, that the people 
around them who don’t believe what Christians believe cannot imagine what the world would look like without Christians in it.
As we seek to make a difference by taking our faith public, it is essential to remember that Christians are to Jesus as the moon is to 
the sun. All of our light is derivative. All of it comes from Jesus who is the Source of all light (like Moses coming off of the mountain 
of God with a glowing face). The more we gaze on the attributes of Jesus, the more likely we will make a difference in the world.

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of Matthew 5:13-16, share something that surprises, encourages, or challenges you.
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…and why? 
3. Can you give an example of Christians living as ‘salt’ and ‘light’ and a ‘city on a hill’ in ways that make a positive difference in the 
world? Can you give an example of others seeing (tasting the impact of ) Christians’ good works and ‘glorified the Father who is in 
heaven?’
4. Which of the following expressions of public faith seems most common to our experience? Which does our church seem to do 
best? Is there an idea that our group could propose to CPC’s missional living team?
Neighbor love: Surprising others with unexpected expressions of kindness and generosity.
Parties: Bringing church friends and Nashville friends together in a hospitable space, around a shared interest or love.
Redemptive conversation: Helping others consider the person, work, teaching, and claims of Jesus through respectful, honoring 
discussion on a level playing field.
Invitation: Bringing friends to church as a way for them to experience the welcome, community, and teaching of Christ.
5. How do the following Scriptures, taken together with Matthew 5:13-16, help us better understand and be guided by Jesus’ heart 
and vision for his church as salt, light, and a city on a hill? 
Matthew 5:43-48     |     2 Corinthians 2:14-17     |     Colossians 2:4-6 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: 
Consider using Colossians 4:2-6 to pray for public faith opportunities 
for you and your church family.


