
Missional Living Basics
FOLLOWING JESUS INTO HIS CHURCH

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 1:1-10
SUMMARY: As we discussed last week, before we can effectively and 
fruitfully follow Christ in his mission of loving people, places, and 
things to life, we must first follow Christ into worship. Before we can 
change our world, Jesus must first change us. Before we can be Jesus’ 
face to the world, we must first get before Jesus’ face. Before we can 
leave the world better than we found it, Jesus must first rub off on us, 
making us better. We become like Jesus only by first being with him. 
We rest in his presence first, then we follow him in his mission. Sabbath 
first, then love and good deeds. This week, we will focus on the primary 
context Jesus has given us in which to be with him and get before his 
face. He has not called us to himself in isolation, but in, with, and through a 
community. Jesus meets us in his church. As St. Cyprian once famously said, 
“He cannot have God as his Father who does not have the Church as his Mother.” 
Following Jesus and grounding ourselves in the local church go hand in hand. Even 
when the church is messy, the church is Jesus’ family. Therefore the church is our family too.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
“Dropping in and out as one pleases, shopping around for a more satisfactory or appealing group…these factors work against the 
growth of true community.”
- Richard Schwartz, Overcoming Loneliness in Everyday Life
 
“He who loves his dream of Christian community more than the Christian community itself becomes a destroyer of that Christian 
community.”
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
 
The true ‘New Testament Church’ is surprisingly messy and even dysfunctional. Paul never considered writing off the messy, 
dysfunctional ‘New Testament’ Corinthian church to find Jesus elsewhere. Instead, he followed Jesus into the mess because the mess 
is where Jesus lives. As a physician relishes the opportunity to contribute to a patient’s healing, restoration, and renewal, mature 
believers such as Paul relish the opportunity to contribute to the healing, restoration, and renewal of Jesus’ messy, sometimes 
dysfunctional bride.

Jesus came after us not when we were at our best but when we were at our worst. He came to us even though he had little in 
common with us. In a sense, we are the ends of the earth. Jesus was a cultural Jew from the Middle East with a small income, dark 
skin, no home, and he never spoke a word of English. Yet he came to us to heal, restore, and renew us. Having been loved to life by 
Jesus, we are called to love each other to life in the setting of the local church.

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of 1 Corinthians 1:1-10, share something that surprises, encourages, or troubles you. 
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…and why? 
3. Can you identify with those who have left ‘the local church’ in pursuit of alternative forms of Christian community? 
4. The church at Corinth got more press in the Bible (2 full letters) than any other ‘New Testament church.’ In this church there were 
factions, a judgmental spirit, major divisions over minor doctrines, adultery, frivolous lawsuits, divorce with no biblical grounds, 
elitism, and disregard for the weak. How can Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 1:1-10 be authentic, given these realities? 
5. How do the following Scriptures, taken together with 1 Corinthians 1:1-10, help us better understand Jesus’ heart and vision for 
his church? Also, how do these verses make you feel about the church—hopeful, conflicted, motivated, frustrated, or a combination 
of these feelings? 
                    Acts 2:42-47     |     Ephesians 2:11-22     |     Hebrews 10:19-25 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: 
Consider using Ephesians 2:15-23 as a way to join the Holy Spirit 
in praying Jesus’ heart and vision for your church.


