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We encourage you to read these 
reports and stories which are 
largely in the words of  our CPC 
members and friends who are 
living missionally.  Our hope 
is that you are inspired to find 
where YOU fit.  To see a list of  
every missional opportunity at 
CPC, visit christpres.org.

http://christpres.org


Every quarter, we receive reports from the recipients of our CPC missional grants.  This is one way to celebrate 

church-wide how these funds are being invested and also how we are following Christ in His mission of loving 
people, places, and things to LIFE! 

2013-2014 missional grants include the following:

CPC ORPHAN CARE = $9500
MAGDALENE = $6500
GLENCLIFF = $6000

CPC YOUNG ADULTS = $1500
CELEBRATE RECOVERY = $1500

ROOM IN THE INN = $1000
TEAM MEXICO = $1000



I rely on the various niches that 

CPC volunteers fill during the  

academic day and for special events.

~Jeanette Smith, 

Principal of  Glencliff Elementary

“    
”

United4Hope “Thank You” and Vision to Partnerships –
http://operationandrew.org/thank-you/
http://operationandrew.org/watch-new-cross-cultural-community/

SLIDESHOW: 
Photos from Glencliff with tutors Bill Scott and Kathy Bridgen:

http://operationandrew.org/united-4-hope-tutors-bring-hope-to-glencliff-elementary/

GLENCLIFF              
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GLENCLIFF              
 

Our Glencliff Missional Community has continued to grow during the second quarter in partnership 
with United4Hope and Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools. 

Currently, there are one-on-one tutors several days a week in Kindergarten and 3rd grade 
classrooms and in Art.  Jeanette Smith (Glencliff’s Principal) said, “I rely on the various niches that 
CPC volunteers fill during the academic day and for special events.”

Mike and Kathy Mitchell did a wonderful job hosting a well-attended Mother/Daughter night in 
January. The most recent big event was a Father/Son pizza night on March 14. The faculty and 
community are enjoying our CPC hospitality, plus the creative programming provided by the 
Glencliff faculty.

The ELL (English Language Learning) evening classes are also continuing at Glencliff High School. 
However, recruitment of new volunteers for all areas of the Glencliff team is needed because some 
of the volunteers who started last summer now have scheduling conflicts. All-in-all, our volunteers 
have come away loving and understanding this community of such high growth within Nashville.

Glencliff Goals for This Quarter: 
• Prepping students for spring testing. 

• Following-up with teachers regarding their needs for 
end-of-year activities and lessons.

• Continuing support for special events and ELL 
development. 

• Filling volunteer spots at all levels.

Mother/Daughter Night in January by Kathy Mitchell:

“We had a great turnout and a former PTA president spoke briefly along with the new 
PTA president—all with a translator! Mike talked at length with the old PTA president and 
connected with the new one as well. Some of the teachers were there, and they had a few 
areas set up for the children to paint fingernails, make bracelets, and hand out door prizes. 
Susan Kelton was there, of course, and we had fun! Julie Hawley also helped us, as well as 
Laurel and Georgia Krodel. This was my favorite event so far because there seemed to be 
more of a community feel and a lot of interaction between the Glencliff families while we were 
there to provide support and food!”



excited they were about having fresh vegetables and fruits to 
use to make smoothies for breakfast. They also told us that 
this would be helpful to have a dependable food source for 
healthy foods as their food stamps do not cover all the foods 
they would like to purchase. We got to know the women 
by talking with them about their life stories and 
their struggles. We also learned about their families and 
their desires to reunite with them after graduating from this two-
year residential program. They openly shared with us 
and we did the same. 

We offered to pray for them as we listened to their stories. As one 
of the ladies was speaking of her weakness and her difficulty in 
moving beyond her addictions, one of our members, Kim Jones, 
shared some scriptures with her that had helped Kim through 
rough times. Kim asked if she had a Bible, and she said only a 

Stories of  Impact: 
Garden: With the funding from the grant, we hired 
Gardens of Babylon to prepare the beds in the garden 
and to purchase the plants. We then partnered with a 6th 
grade advisory group at CPA who came to Magdalene 
for their service day and prepared the beds further with 
guidance from the staff at the Gardens of Babylon. Then, 
on November 2, families from our community worked to 
fill the beds with dirt and assist with the planting. 

During our workday at Magdalene, families from our 
Missional Community had the opportunity to spend 
time with the residents filling the garden beds with dirt, 
seeds, and seedlings. The women were speaking of how 
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children’s story Bible that her son had recently shared with her. As Kim was leaving the workday, she noticed she had a small 
Bible in her car and asked her husband Jeff to stop the car. She took the Bible and gave it to her new friend. We are praying 
that this resident is reading the Bible and gaining strength through the scripture and through a deeper relationship with Christ.

  

Thistle Farms Sales: We sponsored two Thistle Farms sales.  Not only did they make approximately $7,000 from these sales 
but the sales provided another opportunity to get to know them better. We provided lunch during the second sale and invited 
friends throughout Nashville to learn more about Magdalene and Thistle Farms. 

They left the sales very encouraged by CPC’s generosity because it was their most successful one-day sale ever! 2 of the 
graduates shared their stories during our luncheon. They both spoke of how the Magdalene program allowed them a chance 
to recover and how they now walk closely with their Lord and Savior and can proclaim freedom through Him. It was clear that 
their joy is in the strength of the Lord! 

Return on Investment: 

Garden: The garden will yield healthy food for the residents of 
Magdalene. It will also offer emotional health benefits as they see 
the fruits of our labor together. Gardening classes are also being 
offered to the residents, neighbors, and friends. These classes 
will teach them how to maintain the garden and prepare the food. 

Thistle Farms Sales: The profits from the Thistle Farms sales will 
be used to offset the costs of housing, counseling, education, and 
healthcare for the residents who remain at Magdalene. There are 
over 150 women on the waiting list for Magdalene. Therefore, as 
their sales continue to increase, it is their goal to increase the 
number of lives they can touch. 

It was clear that their joy 
   is in the strength of  the Lord! 

Growth: 
We have grown as a community as we have served. 
As we get to know the ladies, we have all noticed our 
struggles may look different but we are all in need of 
the same thing for our joy and strength-Our Lord and 
Savior! 

We also see the benefits of openly sharing with one 
another and offering encouragement. This allows us to 
be more comfortable sharing our struggles and our joys 
within the group. Giving and loving these women has 
also allowed us to have meaningful conversations with 
our children as we serve. Our work with Magdalene 
takes us out of our comfort zone and allows us to share 
God’s love with those in need.



It was clear that their joy 
   is in the strength of  the Lord! 

CPC ORPHAN CARE
God is moving in and through 

CPC Orphan Care
in many ways to serve 

the members of CPC and beyond!
In February, David and Teresa Whittaker went to Atlanta for a 2-day “Empowered 
to Connect” conference. (http://showhope.org/be-hope/equipping-families/etc) The 
conference was all about caring for children from hard places and targeting adopted 

children. Money from the missional grant helped to fund their registration fees and lodging. Here is a letter from Teresa, ex-
pressing the impact this conference has on her:

“David and I would like to thank you for sending us to the ‘Empowered to Connect’ conference to gain knowledge about trust-
based parenting. We learned so much about children from hard places and how their brains may work differently than other 
children…

The conference was a great introduction to the concept of trust-based parenting. We are looking forward to attending “train the 
trainer” as soon as it is offered so we can offer the video series at Christ Pres. I am convinced after attending the conference 
that it will be a blessing to the adoptive families in our church and the entire community to present this information and the 
encouragement it offers. I meet so many people with hearts filled with love for orphans of the world. We must offer the same 
support after these beautiful children are placed in homes and the hardships of their past are brought to light. It is my hope 
that CPC Orphan Care will care for orphans by equipping families with prayer, financial support and education before, during, 
and after they adopt.
 
Thank you, Teresa Whittaker”

From here, the Whittakers will take a course in June that will train them to teach/facilitate a class on the parenting skills taught 
at the ETC conference. (http://showhope.org/be-hope/equipping-families/etc/) This class will be open to CPC members and 
friends and will have the potential to impact families in our City.

We have begun the process of partnering with Lifesong in order to provide grants for families to help with the financial burden 
that comes with the adoption process. In the last three weeks, two families have approached us regarding their desire to adopt 
and have expressed interest in applying for an adoption grant when it becomes available. Both families expressed apprecia-
tion to CPC for supporting adoptive families in such a visible way. 

We have received a $1000 supplement donation from a CPC family to be added to the missional grant dollars as our CPC 
adoption fund with Lifesong is opened soon! 

We are in touch with DCS to determine the most pressing needs they have. In addition, CPC member Trey Monroe has started 
a Facebook page for us to help bring families outside the church into our community.  

With so many initiatives, we have re-organized our MC leadership team to delegate out the different aspects of our MC. By 
sharing all the responsibilities, we can be so much more effective as we care for orphans! 

We are just touching the surface of what God has in store for the orphans of the 
world and the ways that CPC will be a part of His will!

http://showhope.org/be-hope/equipping-families/etc
http://showhope.org/be-hope/equipping-families/etc/


CELEBRATE 
RECOVERY
“We were able to attend the Celebrate Recovery seminar called “Seven Key Essentials” in Washington D.C. in February. 
This was an ideal event for us as it was attended by CR ministry leaders from all over the country who are in the initial, 
startup phase of their ministry. Some of the benefits of this weekend were:

•  Brainstorming sessions to meet other group leaders and share tips and advice.
•  Start-up kit material needed to make better decisions about what to purchase online.  This has already helped 
us make changes to our budget.
•  Key essentials to put “feet to the ground” (to tie those ideas to our ministry).  It helped us to revamp our time-
line and re-prioritize some of our goals.
•  Breaking our CR ministry team into FOUR key leaders as designed by the startup guide as well as build a 
more accurate six month plan.

One of our CPC pastors was approached by a man in our congregation who struggles with addiction and was referred to 
Charlton. They were able to share their stories with one another and discuss the CR ministry coming to CPC (September 
2014). Their conversation was very healing, healthy, and encouraging.  This man is excited about having a Christ-
centered recovery program and particularly excited about it being offered at our home church! He has also met Charlton 
at CR (the one we attend at Peoples Church) and plans to continue coming as often as possible until CPC’s launches 
in the Fall.  He will also be invited to our Open House events to become connected to others at CPC in recovery.

Charlton met with a man at CPC who has been in recovery for several years but was not familiar with CR.  This man has 
attended other 12 step programs, however, so he is very familiar with the process.  He plans to send other contacts our 
way since he is aware of others within our CPC community in recovery and plans to attend CR once it launches in the 
fall. He and Charlton built an immediate bond and plan to continue talking and encouraging one another in their recovery.  

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS:  We have learned that in order to have a thriving CR program, we have to make sure it’s out in 
the open and easy for people to access. Church members need to understand that recovery isn’t just for “those” people 
anymore – it’s for all of us. With this in mind, we’ve added Open Houses and a ministry table idea to our time-line. Charlton 
and I will be brainstorming with the missional team on appropriate ways to “get the word out” in ways that promote CR as 
a safe and healthy ministry. 

We hope to have Pastor Scott Sauls announce the first one or in some way receive “endorsement” from him regarding 
these Open Houses!.”

- Lisa Lentz (and Charlton), CPC members 



CELEBRATE RECOVERY:  CELEBRATING GOD’S HEALING OF 
LIFE’S HURTS, HABITS, AND HANG-UPS.
WHAT IS CELEBRATE RECOVERY?
CelebrateRecovery© is a ministry to hurting people. It is made up of regular people who are on a journey toward 
wholeness; seeking recovery from and celebrating God’s healing of life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Trained leaders 
provide safe, confidential, Christ-centered groups where people can grow. They offer their stories as fellow travelers on 
the journey to healing.

IS CELEBRATE RECOVERY FOR ME?
Celebrate Recovery offers a person the opportunity to participate in a group fellowship where love and hope combine 
with God’s purpose to mend our lives.

Coming in September 2014:  Weekly meetings @ CPC - details coming soon!

Leaders:  Lisa & Charlton Lentz (recovery.christpres@gmail.com)

WHAT TYPES OF ISSUES ARE DEALT WITH AT CELEBRATE RECOVERY?
A wide variety of hurts, hang ups and harmful behaviors, such as:

Abandonment
Abuse – Physical, Sexual, Emotional
Adult Children of Dysfunctional Families
Adultery
Alcohol Dependency
Anger
Anxiety
Chemical Dependency
Codependency
Controlling Personality
Depression
Divorce
Drug Dependency
Eating Disorders
Fear
Food Addictions
Gambling

Grief
Guilt
Insecurity
Loss of Relationship
Nicotine Dependency
Obsessive-Compulsive Behavior
Overspending
People-Pleasing
Perfectionism
Pornography
Rage
Rejection
Relationship Addiction
Sadness
Sexual Addiction
Shame
Workaholism

IT IS AMAZING HOW QUICKLY THE LORD 
ENTERS INTO A RELATIONSHIP THAT 

BEGINS WITH  TRANSPARENCY.

mailto:recovery.christpres%40gmail.com?subject=




 

TEAM
MEXICO 
This Fall and Winter has been a great time of friendship building and doors opening for the gospel in our soccer 
community.  With some of the grant money we had a Pizza Party after soccer for about 25 players, along with 2 
of their children!  I was able to say a prayer of thanks for the Church supporting us and for the community He has 
richly given us.  It was a great time of hanging out after soccer.  A few of the guys came up afterward and asked 
how much money they owed me and I told them nothing, that CPC took care of it.  They looked at me confused 
and asked “Why?” I was able to tell them that CPC supports and loves this community!  
 
It has been great that my CPC friend, Matt Moses, has committed weekly to this community.  Having another 
brother beside me to love and grow deeper with these men and their families is vital.  Matt happens to be my best 
friend (our families grew up together).  Matt is an accomplished soccer coach, and several of his teams have won 
state and regional titles.  In addition, CPA Athletics Director (Mike Ellson) and Facilities Staff (Mark Nester) have 
also been really welcoming and supportive!
 
I have been able to develop a great friendship with one of the players specifically who has really opened up to me 
about his family and struggles.  He is not a believer and has figured out that this life can be hopeless. Please pray 
that God continues to deepen this friendship, and that my friend learns about Christ.  
 
We have grown so much that we need bigger portable goals!  Last week I talked with them, and I proposed that 
CPC help with one of the goals and we pitch in for the second.  They said no problem.  My friend mentioned in the 
previous paragraph asked me why the Church would help out.  It was again a time for me to share CPC’s desire 
to love and support this community.  I was also able to say that CPC desires to be an open place to learn about 
Christianity for those interested.  He was very surprised that the Church cared.
 
The Nashville Cup is coming up this Spring, and I am so very thankful for the $500 entrance fee that CPC covered.  
My friends have such a good time with this event each year.  There will be numerous times Rob Vaughn (with 
InterFACE) will speak about Christ during the various events associated with the Nashville Cup.  I am thankful my 
friends will be able to hear His word on a couple of occasions.
 
Please be in prayer as I am going to share the gospel in the next couple of months with my friends in a group 
setting.  Pray that God would give me the right words and that the Gospel message would be heard clearly.  Pray 
for eternal fruit.

Thanks CPC,
 
Tommy

Team Mexico video link: http://vimeo.com/85371963

http://vimeo.com/85371963


CPC YOUNG 
ADULTS

We are very thankful for the grant money that we were graciously given! 

The vision of CPC Young Adults is to be “a gathering of young adults where Christ’s love is 
shared and spread with the goal of creating a loving and supporting environment to grow in 
Christ.”

Our leadership team has taken to heart the core value of loving people, places, and things to 
life. Our hope is to provide gathering places where young adults involved in CPC can fellow-
ship and bring friends from their circles of influence. 

We hope to honor the LORD by hosting parties where 
God’s love is evident and relationships are built with the 

purpose of sharing the gospel.

We seek to honor the LORD by welcoming the young adults we come in contact with and 
pursuing them in relationships. As CPC Young Adults grows, we hope to add an element 
of service. Once we get up and going, we hope to find a common interest or passion or felt 
need where we can serve.

Over the past year we have hosted many events: 

Arrington Vineyards • Pumpkin Carving • Christmas Party  
Chili and Football • Several Dessert and Discussion Events

SMALL GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Three small groups launched during last year’s church-wide small group initiative, and they 
are the strongest facet of CPC Young Adults. Each group meets weekly to fellowship over 
meals and engage in Bible studies and book studies. Each small group has 10-15 faithful 
attendees (coed and comprised of both single and married members).

 



“My small group has been a really positive 
experience for me. I have been a 

church-attending Christian for many years, 
but I did not have many Christian friends. 

Small group has given me a forum to interact 
with other Christians on a meaningful level. 
It’s helped me grow socially and spiritually.”

One small group member said, “While my husband and I have attended church alongside each other all four years of our 
marriage, we had never been a part of a small group together until this fall. Joining small group has been such an incredible 
way for us not only to grow together, but also to do so alongside a community of friends who challenge, teach and encour-
age us in our walk of faith. There are so many things that can define you and influence you in your mid-twenties, and we are 
so grateful that our small group has been one of those influences.” 

Out of our small groups, many new, sanctifying friendships have emerged, and young adults have found a place to belong! 
And, our small groups continue to grow! We can be found doing things like running a half marathon, going bowling, having a 
cookout, hosting showers for each other, and living life alongside each other!

This spring, we plan to start by hosting informal parties for anyone interested in being a part of CPC Young Adults. We also 
plan on getting all three small groups together and inviting other friends to join us as we spend time getting to know one 
another. We will also spend some of the missional grant to revamp our social media brand and presence.

We are excited to see how God will continue to use us! Thank you for your support!



ROOM IN 
THE INN

                       2013-2014     

God’s love 
        is proclaimed 
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We have been blessed to host 10 to 11 homeless men twice a month, and although we have not gotten to know the men well, we can 
report that they have been exposed to good conversation and the truth. One of the more memorable devotions by Wilson Benton was 
when he asked the room full of black and white men to “raise a hand if you have slavery in your background.” A nervous silence followed, 
then slowly, a few hands raised. He went on to say that he had slavery in his background and talked about how we are all born slaves to 
sin, and that’s why Jesus came to die for us.

I am sure that every one of our regular volunteers and each of our visitors has felt “loved to life” from having the sweet, intimate fellowship 
with Jesus that the Lord described in Matthew 25:35: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed 
me.”

“RITI has provided a caring and safe environment…for some 90 or so men. 
During this time, we have heard countless stories—stories of hurt, shame, 
rejection, stories of families separated by distance and circumstances, 
stories of poor decisions, decisions of omission and commission.”

Each week, we have been presented with the opportunity to extend our 
hands and our hearts to these whom the world does not see.  We heard 
from Webster, a fellow who has been on the street for 25+ years, he told 
of his homeless upbringing and how being a nomad is the life he knows. 
At the moment when you are face-to-face with him, one of Father God’s 
creations, you don’t judge—you listen to stories. You don’t mind the hacking 
cough, you walk out in the cold so Webster can enjoy that last smoke of the 
evening, and yet you are so very warm.”

Glenn Bowron, 

RITI Leadership Team & Overnight Volunteer

MARY SUE CURTIS, WHO HELPS WITH SET-UP AND SERVING DINNER, SHARED THIS:

“I love meeting these men, serving them, and hearing their stories.  Everyone has a story and everyone wants to be known.  Not once 
has a man hesitated to tell me where he came from and why he is homeless.  Most have not only lost their jobs, but their families as 
well.  We give them dignity when we look them in the eye, listen and accept them without judgment.  I’m always reminded that “but for 
the grace of God go I.”  

The learning has been more experiential than intellectual. We have gotten to obey God in respecting and providing for the needs of 
people of different life-experiences. We have had the (sadly) rare privilege of obeying the calling of Isaiah 58:6,7 “Is not this the kind of 
fasting I have chosen…Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter?“ 

At the moment 
when you are          
face-to-face          
with him, 

one of              
Father God’s        

creations,     
you don’t judge 

- you listen    
to stories.



A wonderful picture of  a follower of  
Jesus mimicking the life of  his Savior

AN ANONYMOUS MEMBER OF OUR TEAM OFFERED THIS STORY OF GOD’S GOODNESS:

A friend of mine at church was often at the other end of our repeated requests to join us at Room in the Inn. His response: “Do they have 
Sleep Number Beds there?” “No, but we have a wonderful time, and it is so neat to spend time with these men,” we countered. After 
several weeks of going back and forth, he relented and decided to join us for the evening in serving dinner, chatting with, and spending 
the night with 10 homeless men from downtown. As my friend made it through the evening very comfortably chatting with the men and 
engaging them in warm conversation, I worried about his ability to sleep through the night. With repeated coughs, snores, irritability in 
attempts to sleep, multiple trips to the bathroom or to take smoke breaks, these men don’t ever seem to get a great night’s sleep, and I 
wondered whether the new volunteer would be the same.

I looked over several times throughout the night to see him tossing and turning and checking his iPhone for the time or latest sports score. 
I thought, “Oh no, this will be a one and done—he’s not sleeping at all.” Yet, when the alarm sounded at 5:00 a.m. and the lights came on, 
he bounded over to me and said, “I’M IN! THIS WAS FANTASTIC! If you EVER need somebody, I’m here! I want to do it again.”

But the story doesn’t stop there! In fact, it was just the beginning. I received several phone calls that day from the friend who was overcome 
with compassion for a childhood friend who was homeless on the streets of Little Rock, Arkansas. After many discussions, the decision 
was made. Our “rookie” minister to the homeless was taking off to pick his friend up from Little Rock and bring him back to Nashville 
and put him up in a hotel and begin the efforts to attempt to get him a job.  He housed him, feed him, counseled him, and found a job for 
him—all for a childhood friend who wasn’t exactly the picture of a gracious receiver of assistance.

The short story is that the friend eventually gave up and moved back to Little Rock, but the best part of the story for me is that of an 
obedient servant of Christ who inconvenienced himself and his family to meet a need placed on his heart. 
To me, this is a wonderful picture of a follower of Jesus mimicking the life of his Savior.

Here’s one last email that one of  our team members sent after hosting the men:

A men’s group walked in the door at 5:00 one morning with eggs, 
fruit, orange juice, biscuits, gravy, bacon, and sausage. When the men 
were gone on the bus back to downtown, I asked one of the guys who 
cooked about all the stuff they brought for breakfast and he simply 
answered, “I JUST THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT I’D WANT FOR BREAKFAST AND 
I JUST BROUGHT THAT.” To me, that was a deep spiritual truth being 
fleshed out...”Do unto others as you do unto yourself.” This man and 
his friends were treating the “outcasts” of our society just like he would 
treat himself....not the leftovers, not what was left in the refrigerator, 
not what was out of date and on sale, but what he would have wanted 
himself.





FIND OUT MORE AT CHRISTPRES.ORG/MISSIONAL-LIVING

http://www.Christpres.org/missional-living
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