
MAIN SCRIPTURE:
Galatians 6:1-10
 
SUMMARY:
We are all about friendship until we see from Scripture that part of 
being a true friend is bearing one another’s sin-burden by offering cor-
rection where sin is apparent. “Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 
Faithful are the wounds of a friend,” the Proverb says. When we point 
out patterns of un-health and character deficits in one another, we are 
participating with Jesus in loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
One of our greatest ambitions in friendship should be to help one 
another along in becoming more like Jesus. Such correction is done in 
the context of family—we are brothers and sisters to each other by vir-
tue of our common son-ship to the Father, and our common bride-ship 
to Jesus. In correction we are to move toward each other as advo-
cates, not adversaries, as if to say, “I want a different friend, but I want 
that friend to be you. And I am committed to helping you get there. 
Will you do the same for me?” This kind of friendship also calls us to be receptive when others offer correction to us. Even 
when there is unfairness or misunderstanding to the correction, we should ask ourselves if there is a kernel of truth in 
it that we can learn from. But when the correction is true, we resist and avoid it to our own hurt. Just as we are grateful 
when a Physician exposes a hidden disease, and then confronts that disease with life-giving treatment…hearts that are 
running after Jesus are grateful for character exposure. Why would we be concerned about the healing of the body but not 
the healing of the soul? When we give and receive correction—both with humility—we show ourselves to be in fellowship 
with Jesus, the true and sinless Elder Brother who bore our sin burden in his death, and overcame it in his resurrection.

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
As a general rule, it is not good for Christians to correct non-Christians for sinful behavior (there are exceptions to this, but 
it still holds as a general rule). In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul is clear that it is not Christians’ responsibility to judge people outside 
the church. When we skip past the “Who is Jesus to you?” conversation and run straight to ethics and moral behaviors, it will 
only embitter a non-Christian. Remember, the first thing Jesus did with the adulterous woman was establish relationship with 
her: “I do not condemn you.” Only after this did he say to her, “Now leave your life of sin.”

Galatians 6 is not an invitation to police the sins of others inside the church. Rather, it is an invitation to restore someone who 
is caught—that is, who is stuck in a pattern—of walking out of line with the gospel. Even then, all correction must be done 
humbly, and in a spirit of gentleness that says “I’m for you, not against you.”

It is one of the blessings of old friends that you can afford to be stupid with them.
     - Ralph Waldo Emerson

My best friend is the one who brings out the best in me.
     - Henry Ford

Sometimes bringing out the best in a friend means lovingly pointing out the worst in her or him.

As we invite each other to come under the protective, life-giving umbrella of the law, we invite each other into the law of 
Christ. The connection between the law and Christ reminds us that truth and grace always run together. Truth without grace 
is bullying. Grace without truth is codependent enabling. Truth with grace, and grace with truth, is gospel.

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon, the quotes above, or your direct reading of Galatians 6:1-10, share something that surprises, encour-
ages, or troubles you.
2. In what ways have you found correcting others difficult? In what ways have you found it a bit too easy? 
3. In what ways does the teaching of Galatians 6 about restoring and being restored make you hopeful? In what ways 
does it frighten or feel threatening to you?
4. Read Proverbs 27:5-6. How do these verses help us further understand the teaching of Galatians 6? In what ways do 
these verses remind you of Jesus?
5. How do the following Scriptures, taken together with Galatians 6:1-10, help us better understand the nature of love, 
which according to 1 Corinthians 13 “bears all things?”

Genesis 11:1-9      |      Proverbs 28:23      |      Matthew 16:21-23      |      Galatians 2:11-14
6. Based on your answers above, what do you think Jesus would want you to know and believe today? In what specific 
ways might he be calling you to correct and receive correction more 
humbly and courageously? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Consider using Psalm 51:1-13 to 
guide you as you pray.
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