
MAIN SCRIPTURE:
1 Timothy 6:3-8
 
SUMMARY:
A host of articles have been written that identify 2014 as ‘The Year of Outrage.” 
In the media, and on social media and blogs especially, it is not hard to figure 
out what people are angry about. As columnist Tim Kreider says, we love feel-
ing 1) right and 2) wronged, and expressing both. Even Christians are suscep-
tible to this dynamic—as indicated in a recent article in The Atlantic whose title 
says it all: ‘Taming Christian Rage.’ Scripture calls us to something better, and 
less cynical and snippy, than this. Paul writes in 1 Timothy 1 about the futile, 
fruitless path forged by those who have a craving for controversy and quar-
rels. This craving and its subsequent bad fruit can occur between Christians 
who judge each other based on petty and non-essential things like preferred 
worship style, minor doctrinal differences, cultural differences, and the like. But 
biblically, the eye cannot say it doesn’t need the foot, nor vice versa. This is why what we call ‘catholicity’ is so important—
embracing in belief and practice that Jesus has only ONE church, and the longest recorded prayer we have from him is 
that we would all be ONE. Christians can also put themselves at odds with those who don’t believe as they do, and this, 
too, is unfruitful. If Israel’s spies can come alongside Rahab, a prostitute, to advance God’s kingdom (or Joseph along-
side Pharaoh, Nehemiah alongside Artaxerxes, Daniel alongside Nebuchadnezzar, etc.), shouldn’t today’s Christians look 
for opportunities to embrace common ground, and common pursuits, with those who live ‘outside the lines’ of our faith? 
Scripture seems to say so. Plus, isn’t this how Jesus initiated relationship with us, demonstrating his love for us in that 
while we were still opposed to him, he lovingly gave his life for us (Romans 5:8)? Jesus absorbed all of God’s justifiable 
outrage toward our rebellion and wandering. Shouldn’t we, then, be the least offended—and the least offensive—people in 
the world? May it be so!

QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
So many letters to the editor and comments on the Internet have this…tone of thrilled vindication: these are people who have 
been vigilantly on the lookout for something to be offended by…some part of us loves feeling 1) right and 2) wronged…it’s 
outrage porn, selected specifically to pander to our impulse to judge and punish, to get us off on righteous indignation.
    - Tim Kreider from The New York Times
As graced people, covered by the mercy of a Father who never makes us pay for our offenses and offensiveness…we Chris-
tians should be the least offended and the least offensive people in the world.
No, I will not see Billy Graham in heaven. Billy Graham will be so close to the throne of God, and I so far away.
    - RC Sproul, answering a questioner who asked him if he thought he would see Dr. Graham in heaven since Dr. Graham 
sides with human free will, while Dr. Sproul sides with divine sovereignty, in the ‘Calvinist / Arminian’ debate on the nature of 
saving faith.
Tolerance isn’t about not having beliefs. It’s about how your beliefs lead you to treat people who disagree with you.
    - Tim Keller
The divide between Christians and atheists is deep…I’m dedicated to bridging that divide—to working with…atheists, 
Christians, and people of all different beliefs and backgrounds on building a more cooperative world. We have a lot of work 
to do…My hope is that these tips can help foster better dialogue between Christians and atheists and that, together, we can 
work to see a world in which people are able to have honest, challenging, and loving conversations across lines of difference
    - Harvard chaplain Chris Stedman, who refers to himself as an atheist

GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon, the quotes above, or your direct reading of 1 Timothy 6:3-8, share something that surprises, encour-
ages, or troubles you.
2. How have you seen the love of feeling 1) right and 2) wronged play out in our late modern times? How have you been 
susceptible to the same? 
3. Read 1 Peter 3:15-16. How do these verses help us further understand what Paul means in 1 Corinthians 13 when he 
says that love is “not easily offended?”
4. How do the following Scriptures, taken together with 1 Timothy 6:3-8, help us better understand the nature of love, 
which according to 1 Corinthians 13 is “not easily offended”?

2 Samuel 16:5-13      |      Ecclesiastes 10:4      |      Matthew 22:34-40      |      Galatians 3:25-28
5. Based on your answer to #2 above, what do you think Jesus would want you to know and believe today? How might he 
want to help you direct your ‘outrage’ in a way that is constructive 
versus destructive? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Consider using Psalm 131 to 
guide you as you pray.
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