
MAIN SCRIPTURE:
James 2:1-17
 
SUMMARY:
Jesus once taught a crowd that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. When asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus told 
a parable about a merciful Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). The meaning of the parable was clear: Humans are your neighbor. 
Anyone who has been endowed with personhood is your neighbor. Biblically speaking, personhood begins at conception. 
Scripture affirms that people, the crown of God’s creation and carriers of his 
divine imprint, were knit together by God in their mothers’ womb, are fearfully 
and wonderfully made, and were known by God before he formed them. The 
biblical Hebrew word used to refer to a child in utero (yeled) is the same word 
used for an infant or toddler. In James 2:1-17, the discussion about the sanc-
tity of all human life is framed. James insists that there must be no partiality 
shown toward one form of human being to another, lest social Darwinism 
prevail over the image of God as our driving philosophy. Rich and poor must 
be treated with equal dignity. The same is true for a child in the womb and the 
mother who carries that child. “Pro-life” people may not dismiss the mother 
as a non-person in the “life/choice” debate any more than “pro-choice” people 
may not dismiss the child as a non-person. For this reason, “pro-life” people must not settle for simply making abortion 
illegal. The goal, rather, should be to make abortion unthinkable. How is this possible? It must begin with the question, 
“What would it look like to be the church as God intended—a counter-cultural society where abortion, due to the love that 
is guaranteed to be given to any child AND mother in an unexpected pregnancy, would be the furthest thing from a moth-
er’s or a doctor’s mind?” And what is Christians’ role in making this kind of world possible?
QUOTES AND THOUGHTS FROM THE SERMON:
    As Christians, we must move beyond the politicized mud slinging and caricatures of society. Instead, we are called to 
profound love even (and especially) in the context of deep disagreement. Jesus said to love your enemies, not just your 
friends.
    There are no gradations in the image of God. Every man from a treble white to a bass black is significant on God’s key-
board, precisely because every man is made in the image of God.
    - Martin Luther King, Jr.
    Sixty percent of abortions happen with women who live below the poverty line. If pro-life advocates are going to de-
mand that each and every mother possess the courage to carry her child to term, they must also resolve to do everything 
in their power to help her gain this courage. We may not simply tell her, “Go your way and take care,” lest we become like 
Pharisees who insist that people keep God’s law but won’t lift a finger to help them. Faith without works is dead.
    The “pro-choice” position that does not factor in the child’s lack of choice is intellectually dishonest. True justice de-
mands that the weakest person in any equation receive defense and protection from the strong—versus being at the 
mercy of society’s value of personal autonomy. Rape and incest are serious and unthinkable situations, but are often used 
as a smokescreen in the life/choice discussion as less than 1% of pregnancies result from rape and incest. The pro-choice 
position must also come to terms with atheist Princeton bioethics professor Peter Singer’s conclusion. According to Sing-
er, if abortion is ok, there’s no logical reason why infanticide shouldn’t be declared ok as well.
    Through Jesus, both adultery and murder are forgiven (King David). So is callousness toward the poor and the weak. 
Jesus made himself weak and poor, he let himself be terminated, to give us birth and life in him. This is our compelling 
reason for a comprehensive ethic of life that values rich and poor, mother and child, young and elderly, healthy and infirm, 
strong and special needs.
GROUP QUESTIONS:
1. From the sermon or your direct reading of James 2:1-17, share something that surprises, encourages, or challenges 
you.
2. Which of the ‘Quotes and Thoughts from the Sermon’ (see above) surprises, encourages, or challenges you the most…
and why? 
3. What angers you most about the “choice/life” debate? If you are pro-choice, is there anything you can learn from the 
pro-life advocacy for the child? If you are pro-life, is there anything you can learn from the pro-choice advocacy for the 
mother?
4. What would advocacy for both mother and child look like? Can you give examples of what is already being done in this 
regard? What would it look like for abortion to become unthinkable to both mother and doctor?
5. How might the following Scriptures, taken together with James 2:1-17, help us further understand the comprehensive 
biblical life ethic? Psalm 139:13-16, Jeremiah 1:5, Matthew 23:1-4
CLOSE IN PRAYER: Consider using Matthew 9:12-13 as a 
basis for praying that Jesus would lead us toward a more 
comprehensive view of the sanctity of life.
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