THE CENTRAL VOICE
CENTRAL

Baptist Church
January 2012

S
]
g
[
>
T
(&)
£
£
@
—
e
O
—
—
o
[qV}
©
@]
o
o
e
o

NEW YEAR 2012




INSIDE THIS ISSUE

From the Pastoroés Pen 3
Editorial 5
Dr. Ajak & South Sudan 6
Jubil eebrs 7
German Seniors at Central 8
First Brazilian Director at Chain of Love 9
Faith Journey 9
Church Calendar 10
Book Review 12
Church Finances 14
Sunday Morning Sermons 15
News from the Christian World 16
Central News 16

Central Kidodés Ministryl?7
Chil drends Activity Pal®e

THE CENTRALVOICEs al so availabl e on
www.centralbaptist.ab.ca

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Central Baptist
Church, its staff, officers, members, the Alberta Baptist Association or
the North American Baptists Inc. (Canada)

THE CENTRAL VOICE



FROM THE PAST ORPastr JeRrEBW

Can you believe o —— dy ?
canot . 2012 st if=siaiee aw
But itdos here. 2 how

always is? The older you get t
quicker you realize the mome
disappear faster every year. T
old world just keeps on spinning.

Last night | heard a story &=
someone whoos
changed because of the love «
effort of another person. The fi
person was stuck in an incredil
unhealthy lifestyle, significantl
overweight, diabetic, heart issu
enlarged organsall kind of
problems. He was in a cycle
living unhealthily, feeling sorry fa
himself, getting stressed, and then

Afsenlefdi catingo through mor e-destmohirgal
cycle. And the second person cared enough to help them get back on tt
road to health. Months and months and months later after countless hours
Ahel p, 0 the first person found the
time feeling a certain measure of hope in his heart. All because this secon
person stepped in.

And | was struck by a moment of clarithe time is now | found myself
guickly praying, nGod | know what
the eyes of the world, but | need to be close to people who are changing
people whose lives are getting better because of you. And if you would
involve me in some way, all the be

This world is full of first people. People who are caught up in their
problems, focused on themselves, spiraling deeper and deeper into the sar
stuff and having nothing definite in their future except death. And this is not
just about eating too much or not
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thinking that take us hostage, those patterns of speech that spread a de
cloud over the world around us, those patterns of behavior that wreck ou
relationships, and ultimately the reality of the sin in our hearts that is
destroying our souls. And so many of us have lost hope and just go back t
the easy and familiar rather than pressing on towards something mor
significant.

But there is a second person for all of us, and this second person came to ¢
way more than help us lose weight or consume less calories. This secon
person came to completely redeem our lives in every way. This seconc
person came because God | oves us,
when he died for us even though we hated him. He is the ultimate secon
person, the ultimate helper, healer, savior, redeemer and friend. This secor
person is Jesus.

This year [ have been bl own away
learned through the life and death of Jesus. | pray this reaction woulc
continue in the deepest level of my heart, and that he would teach me to lov
others like he loves me. | pray this for you too.

1 John 3:16 says, AThis is how we
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters.o | canét do what Jesus di

follow his example and point people towards him. | can live a life of giving
rather than a life of taking. | can live a life of bold love. And this year | want
to. Right now. Because someone needs it. Because this moment will nevel
return.

This world is full of first people. | want to be the second.
Pastor Jeremy

D 4 THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

ltds not the ship in t

that sinks it. So itods (
the world in the Christian that constitutes danger

J. Wilbur Chapma
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EDITORIAL

As one gets older, one realizes that things change. Sure, there have bee
advances in technology, countries have changed their names and
boundaries, but even language has changed. | grew up in a society wher
to be called fAdiscriminatingo w a
sign of poor parenting. A discriminating person was a person with good
taste- one who knew which product was the best buy; who could choose
wisely. A tolerant parent was one who put up with misbehaviour rather
than disciplining their children. G.K. Chesterton said @ ol er anc
the virtue of the man without conyv

Today, i f we condemn behaviour w h
Word we are accused of discriminating and being intolerant. When we
quote Peter A Nei t her is there salvati

ot her name under heaven given amo
we are told we must not be so narrow minded and intolehtvays lead

to heaven. Regrettably this is becoming as true within the Church as in the
world. No longer, even in stalled evangelical circles, can we count on
the acceptance of @hr iasnt 6IsHEp rwagl, a
THE | i f e 0 bding ackeptedlagla basjc precept of what passes for
Christianity in the twentfirst century.

If you are to make a New Year's resolution this year, make it one to be less
tol erant of Awashy Itheatogyy efd sin,wand hmore
discriminating in your choiceswhether it is of reading material, television
shows and movies you watch, or eve
fiwhatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirablgf anything is excellent or
praiseworthy-t hi nk about t hese Indherngdsd P
discriminate!

May you have a Blessed New Year as we continue to examine Jesus life

and teachings with Pastor Jeremy.
lain Hunter
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DR. AJAK & SOUTH SUDAN

Dr. Ajak Abraham Kuchkon M.D. Works at the Partners in Compassionate
Care (PCC) Christian Hospital in Werkok, Sudan. He left Sudan at an
early age during the civil wars and was educated in Cuba. He graduate
from the Higher Institute of Medical Sciences of Santiago de Cuba in
2001, then immigrated to Canada and came to Edmonton where he worke
with people with developmental disabilities and volunteered with the

Canadian Cancer Society here. While in Edmonton, Ajak attended Centra
Baptist Church.

In 2005 a peace treaty was signed in Sudan and a number of Sudane
doctors, including Ajak, decided to return to their homeland to help the
people there. Samaritands Purse
medicine in Calgary, after which Ajak went to Kenya and strengthened his
skills with an internship at a missionary hospital there.
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In 2008 Ajak joined PCC and has been working since then at the hospital in
Werkok where he is giving medical assistance to the 1.5 million people living

in the Jonglei State of Southern Sudan. The people come from 5 tribes, no
all of whom live peaceably and Ajak has to tend their wounds from time to

time. Another problem is the ferocity of some wild animals, aggravated by

the severe drought the area has been experiencing. Many people are attacke
by hyenas and other wild animals and, again, Ajak tends their wounds. South
Sudan became independent in 2011 and this has brought peace to the are
Ajak is excited about his new country, but does realize there are many
chall enges for a new country enter.i

Since returning to Africa, Ajak has married Mary. According to the tribal
cust oms, Ajak had to pay his new b
Being a rural community this involved collecting cattle to pay the dowry. As
Ajak is not a farmer, the task was more difficult than it would be for some of
his neighbours.

Recently, Ajak was in North America, meeting with PCC in Michigan to
renew his contract at the hospital. From their, he made a brief visit to
Edmonton where he met with Pastor Gary. Ajak invited Pastor Gary and Dr.
Mike Hamilton to go to Southern Sudan early in 2012 and asked Pastor Gary
to teach a course on personal relationships and Mike to assist in the hospital

JUBI LEE RS

Jubil eedrs will meet at Tayl or
at 11:00am when Lyndell Campbell will speak and we hope
to introduce the new Brazilian director of Chain of Love,
Termo Camargo

The Hymn sing will be at Greenfield Baptist Church on
January 15, 2011 at 5:00 pm
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GERMAN SENIORS AT CENTRAL

It is 11 years since the German Worship Service at Central Ceased, but tt
mont hly seniords meetings contint
graciously offered to support and lead this group, in the German language
The group | ikes to meditate on G
folk songs, toe and appreciate poems and testimonies.

Birthdays of the month are celeb
and a poem. We then have a time of fellowship with Kaffee Und Kuchen
(coffee and cake).

Annual Highlights:

A summer outingl at ely this has been to
of Sherwood Park. This is in English and open to all seniors.

The German Bible Camp is held each year in September at Camy
Caroline, and open to all who still understand German. There is
always a special speaker and themes appropriate for Seniors.

The Advent and Christmas celebration is a joyful time. This year
Ardath Effa promoted the shipment of White Cross supplies to Africa
for missionary hospitals and clinics as a special project and we were
able to raise $850 for this worthy cause.

Our attendance is getting smaller. We are down to about 35 people fron
60 when we started. Our group is ageing and we cannot avoid the
ailments and difficulties of old age.

Next year we are planning to meet four times March, June, October
and December. If you understand German and would enjoy the
fellowship, we would welcome your joining us.

Our thanks to Pastor and Mrs. Schmidt for their constant support, and «
special thank you to Pastor Gary Dewarle for his concern, prayers, visits
and especially his smile, all of which gives us courage to look up to the

Lord in all situations
Marth Horn
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FIRST BRAZILIAN DIRECTOR FOR CHAIN OF LOVE

Chain of Love (COL) has appointed Telmo
Camargo as its first Brazilian director. Telmo is an
ex-military Police officer who was left by his
family to be cared for by another family, so he can
identify with the children at COL. At the age of 18
he accepted Christ as his Sviour and began his
military career. After he retired in 2006, he worked
as the volunteer coordinator at COL where he
proved his Christian character and integrity. He has
now been appointed as a director.

Telmo is married to Christina and has two children,
daughter Grazieli (22) and son Weslley (11).

Telmo hopes to visit Canada early next year, and if his visa comes througt
i n ti me, wi | | be presented to the

FAITH JOURNEY

January 17- March 6, 2012 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
%\ e This series of two hour studies for eight weeks is for
5 MZ‘/ those interested in exploring what Christianity is about

E7LP|_ORED and to understand the basics of the Gospel, based on
the book of Mark.

April 10 - May 29, 2012 Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
dis@ip(%hip This study is for new believers in Jesus Christ and bases

: . on Paul d6s letter to the Ph
t?LPLOR{:Dmeaning of Paul 6s words Af
die is gain.o

Existing groups may join. Each session will include dessert, a short video
and discussion on the issues arising.

Contact Pastor Bud 78864-2853 or bud.fuchs@centralbaptist.ab.ca for further details
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ﬁncken Soup

BOOK REVIEW o Coul

Chicken Soup for the Soul 2
Answered Prayers, 101 Stories of Hope, F#*
Miracles, Faith, Divine Intervention and

the Power of Prayer
Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Handson &
Leann Thiemen
Simon & Schuster
384pp

swere (.]

Jack Canfield,
Mark Victor Hansen
and LeAnn Thieman

Answered Prayers is a powerful book about numerous real life stories of
di vi ne appointments, God provi di
healing power of prayer, let go and let God, ask and you shall receive,
sign from above, thanksgiving, trust in Him and angels among us.

One story of healing involved a family watching a football game, as they
wondered why their X§earold son was not with them yet. They
watched an Eagle Med helicopter fly over. Later the father received a
phone call that his son had been in the helicopter and had been in a car
crash and he was in ICU in a coma. He did not look like their son,
lifeless, swollen and purple. They prayed for healing during every
waking hour and in two weeks he was out of the coma and improved
enough to be taken off life support. Within a week he was out of the
hospital, and the doctor had no explanation for why he was doing so
well . His mother | ooked at the do
With the power of prayer and God watching over us, anything is
possi ble. 6 He had a prayer chain
parish praying for him.

Another story was of a mother looking for her father. She never knew
him, but after a lot of searching she had a slip of paper in her hand with a
name and a phone number. Unknown to her family she dialed the

THE CENTRAL VOICE
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number; uncertain she should dial the last number. Her mother had said
he was a heroin addict and was in and out of prison. But she felt she
needed to know him. An abrupt female voice answered the phone so she
struggled to find the right word:
phone and asked if it was her. As tears fell down her face, he explained
he had been praying that she would find him. In prison he had found
God and had recently became a pastor and wanted to know how she was
and asked for her forgiveness for not being there for her. He was 17
when she was born. She discovered she had brothers and sisters and he
discovered he was a grandfather.

Another story is of a person struggling with cerebral palsy. His brain
continuously shortircuited so walking and talking were difficult. One

year he heard Josh McDowell speak at a Campus Crusade for Christ
(now Power to Change) conference. Although he addressed 25,000
college students, it felt like his words were specifically challenging him.
Josh said 61 f you are wondering Ww
in faith. Dondét worry. I f you tru
|l ead you to the doors He opens f
Jesus was awakened. Later he joined Josh McDowell on a boat on the
Sea of Galilee heading to Capernaum, where Jesus had called his
disciples and He did many miracles. He felt an incredible peace and
wonder ment . After Josh McDowell 6s
CP and to be effective in his ministry. The answer he received was that
God loved him just the way he was. Then the miracle happened, he
realized his physical disability was his weakness and the Lord would
use it to His glory. Despite his disability he was to love himself as he
was. He was weak and God was strong, God would use his weakness
and make him strong. For the next twenty years God opened doors for
him to speak where he never dreamed possible. He sent him in a twisted
body to share the gospel, to inspire and bring hope to so many that need
encouragement. He saw the lives of people change as they reached out
in faith to Jesus.

Linda Cheney
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CHURCH FINANCES

$1,200,000

$1,000,000

$800,000

$600,000

$400,000

$200,000

S-
Nov-11 Annual Nov-10
Budget

HRevenue $501,500 $1,200,000 $461,319
M Expenses $466,352 $1,200,000 $515,796

November continues the healthy position we have been experiencing this
year, with a surplus to date of $35,000, comparing favourably to last
yeards deficit of $54,000 at thi

probability meet our 20212 budget.

We trust December will be a strong month for giving as members and
friends contribute to take advantage of the tax benefits for 2011.

The Financial Statements for the fiscal year to June 30, 2011 have beer
completed and show a small deficit in the operating find of just over
$7,500. Copies may be obtained from the Church Office.
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SUNDAY MORNING SERMONS

Jan 1 Special Service 10:15 am
Jan 8 Site Sunday
Jan 15 Jesus: Forgiveness Parables
Jan 22 Jesus: Practical Teaching
Jan 29 Jesus: The Cost of Discipleship
COME AND BRING YOUR BIBLE

CENTRAL

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters

1 John 3:16
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NEWS FROM THE CHRISTIAN WORLD

British Prime Minister David
Cameron has stated that
Christian values must shape
public morality and looked to the
Church to promote them

Iranian Pastor Yousef

Nadarkhani, jailed for

converting to Christianity, is to
be held for another year in an
attempt to get him to renounce
Christianity and return to Islam.
This delays his execution and is

hoped by the regime that the case

will fade from international

scrutiny.

Billy Graham was hospitalized
with pneumonia late last month,
but is said to be making a good
recovery, though latest reports
do not indicate when he may be
allowed to return home.

Christopher Hitchens, atheist

and aut hor of
Great o di ed on
2011

CENTRAL NEWS

Benjamin Roland Morgan was
born to Mike & Sherah on
November 21, 2011.

John & Jan Taylor returned
from Papua New Guinea on

December 6, 2011 after a short

term mission trip.

Ed Schuster serving withTEL
in the Far East asks for prayer
that his car inCalgary will sell
soon.
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on January 19, 2012 fd@razil
to visit Chain of Love and their
daughter, Jerilyn Bayer and
her family.



17

N/

MINISTRY

Introducing a few new things for the New Year!

As the New Year approaches, we want to take the opportunity to wish you
and your family a Merry Christmas! May God bless you with time together
and time to reflect on the incredible gift of His only Son. Be sure to take
time to unpack what your children have been learning about Jesus over the
past month in kids ministry as you celebrate together

Snag your Swag

On January 8 & 15, be sure to visit the chicktation for your family's new
year package (yes, shagging the free swag we will be giving out)! What's in
this package you ask? Well, there are a few things that we'd like to give you
including a set of cards to put in your wallet. They have your child's pager
numbers on them and a family barcode to scan for eimettk make things
even faster for you on a Sunday morning. Also, depending on the ages of
your children, there are a few other things to help you walk with your kids in
their spiritual journey as 2012 unfolds. **Please note that only families that
have filled out their 2012012 Family Registration Forms will receive this
customized packagé you still need to fill this out, please download the
form and then drop it off with our cheék volunteers in the New Year.

What's coming up in Kids Ministry?

Ongoing- Moms Bible Study and ActiveKids (10:00ah2:00pm on
Wednesday morningd)ast Wednesday was December 14 and will resume
January 11.

Jan 8 &15- Be sure to stop by our table next to the chiecgtation for your
2012 Family package with important information about kids ministry in the
coming months!

Jan 14New Site with Kids Ministry launches

Feb 17#Family Event NightDetails to be announced next month, but book
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MINISTRY
this night off on your calendars. It's going to be awesome!

CKM over the Christmas Break

Right here is all the information you need to know when planning
around children's programming at Central during the Christmas
holidays!

New Years DayOne service at 10:15 am; childcare provided for

children under 3 in the Nursery & Toddler Rooms

**Preschool and Elementary Children will take a break from
programming on December 25 and January 1. Programming will resume
January 8.

TheMom's Bible Study & Playgroup meeting on Wednesday
mornings from 10ari2pm will take a break over the holidays and
begin again on January.11

Get involved with CKM this year!

If you are interested in getting involved with CKM this year, we are
looking for a few urgent volunteer positions in the New Year and they
include:

-9:15 Grade 5/6 Boys Small Group Leader (every other week)

-11:15 Grade 1/2 Girls Small Group Leader (every other week)
-9:15/11:15 Elementary Large Group Leaders (once a month)

-11:15 Nursery Volunteers

-9:15 Nursery & Toddler Volunteers

-Active Kids Childcare (Wednesday Mornings-10am, small
honorarium paid)

This is a great opportunity to get to know other families at Central and
to help share the load as we teach the children of this church to know
God and love Him deeply for the rest of their lives. If you have
guestions or want to get involved, pleasatact Pastor Vanessa
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