
LUKE 1:5-25 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Family Discussion

INTRODUCTION
When Luke wrote his gospel, it had been more than 400 years since God last spoke to his people Israel in Malachi 
chapter three and four. God promised to send someone who would get people ready for him to do something big—
send his son Jesus. That person would be John the baptizer. Like the prophets in the Old Testament, he would tell 
people to stop sinning, and turn back to following God’s ways. The plans and promises God made going all the way 
back to Genesis, and even before, were about to come true.

DISCUSSION
How do you get ready for someone very special to come and visit you?

EXPLANATION
• Who was Zechariah, and what was his job? He served as a priest before God. He was advanced in years.
• Who was Zechariah’s wife? Elizabeth. 
• Who talked to Zechariah in the temple? Gabriel, a very important angel who stands in the presence of God. 
• What did Gabriel promise God would do for them? Give them a son to be named John. 
• What did Gabriel say John would do? He will prepare the way for the Lord by teaching parents to love their 

children and teaching people to obey God. He will bring many of israel’s people back to God. 
• Did Zechariah believe Gabriel? No. Why or why not? He thought that he and his wife were too old to have a 

baby. 
• What happened to Zechariah next? Gabriel made it so Zechariah couldn’t talk or hear until John was born. 
• What happened to Elizabeth? She got pregnant, just like Gabriel promised she would. 

APPLICATION
Talk about how your family gets ready for someone very special to visit, like grandparents from out of town or a friend 
you haven’t seen in a long time. Now talk about what you would do to get ready if Jesus was coming to your house. 
What would you clean? What would you put away? What would you put out? How would you treat one another? 
Would you fight with your brother/sister, or would you try to get along? Have parents and older kids who are 
Christians share how they got ready for Jesus to come to their “spiritual” house (into their life)—share how God led 
you to him, how you turned away from your sins, and how you first believed in Jesus.
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