
Sermon Discussion Guide for Families and Community Groups 
“The Rejoicing Shepherd”   
Luke 15:1-10 
Sunday October 26, 2014 

INTRODUCTION 
Jesus is a good, kind teacher and disciple-maker. He doesn’t hide what our priority should 
be, which happens to be the very thing that should give us the greatest cause for joy, 
rejoicing, and celebration. And the beauty of it is that our priority is the same as the Father 
and the Son. 

DISCUSSION, EXPLANATION, and APPLICATION 

READ Luke 15:1-10 out loud together. 

• What kind of reputation did Jesus have with the religious leaders; namely, what was he 
known as? (Luke 15:1-2; cf. Luke 7:34) 

• Have you ever been accused of being the same thing, having the same reputation? 
• Why do the leaders grumble? (15:1-2) 
• How have they misunderstood the heart of God the Father, and his Son as the exact 

imprint of who he is?  (cf. Ezekiel 34:11-16) 
• At what point will the shepherd, the woman, and therefore, the Father and the Son, stop 

looking for that which is lost? (15:4,8) 
• How should this instruct, guide, and determine our evangelistic efforts? 
• What gives the Father and the Son great joy? Over what do they rejoice, and throw a party 

for? (15:6-7; 9-10) 
• How should this inform the kind of joy we are seeking? 
• What could it look like for you/us to celebrate someone who is lost, being found? (be 

specific) 
• Do you need to repent of “evangelistic disobedience”? 
• How will you respond, in very specific ways, over the coming days to what Jesus has 

revealed about his heart, and the heart of his Father? What is your PLAN? 

PRAY together now, that God would use ordinary people like you to make more and 
maturing disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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FIGHTER VERSE to memorize, and then recite on SUNDAY November 2nd :: 

Psalm 127:1 –  

“01  Unless the LORD builds the house, 
 those who build it labor in vain. 
 Unless the LORD watches over the city, 
 the watchman stays awake in vain.” 
  
 (English Standard Version)
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