
Sermon Discussion Guide for Families and Community Groups 
“The Kingdom and The Table (part two)”   
LUKE 14:1-24 
Sunday October 12, 2014 !
INTRODUCTION 
A Sabbath meal provides another opportunity for healing, restoration, and redemptive 
community. It is a fascinating tale seen in three discrete acts. !
DISCUSSION, EXPLANATION, and APPLICATION !
READ Luke 14:1-24 out loud together. !
• Do you find yourself infatuated with the “epic,” “radical,” “extreme,” the “awesome”? How 

does it make you feel to think that God just might do most of his work through the very 
ordinary? 

• What were the customs of the day regarding meals that Jesus was trying to turn upside 
down? Are there similar customs in our day and culture? How do the values of the 
kingdom of God speak to those? 

• Who do you find most often at your table: people you have known for years, or new 
friends or strangers? Christians, or people who don’t know Jesus? People who can repay 
you or increase your standing, or people who can do absolutely nothing for you? What do 
those answers say about your alignment with Jesus, as portrayed in this story? 

• Consider the party that the man was throwing (14:16): how would you describe the 
excuses (14:18-20) that are offered for failing to attend? 

• Consider the reaction of the master and the offer of the invitation to all: what does this tell 
you about the kingdom of God? 

• How might what you hear in this story assist you in our church family mission to “make 
more disciples of Jesus Christ” as you interact with nonbelievers around you? 

• This story is not only a metaphor for the coming, massive party and banquet that God is 
going to throw for us eternally, but also an example of how we can share the good news of 
the kingdom of God; namely, by sharing a meal with ordinary people around us. 

• How could you do this in the next week? 
• What are some common obstacles and excuses you might make, that you need 

to overcome? 
• How will you hold each other accountable to do this in the next month? !
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PRAY together now, that God would use ordinary people like you, through the ordinary 
means of a meal, to make more and maturing disciples of Jesus Christ. !!
FIGHTER VERSE to memorize and recite on SUNDAY October 19th :: !
1 Peter 3:18 –  !

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit…” 
  
(English Standard Version)
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