
 
Calvary Community Church Member Covenant 

We believe that to carry on the religious mission of the church, to preserve the function and integrity 
of the church as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the church members 
and the community, it is imperative that all persons who associate with the church as members 
should abide by and agree to the following statements and conduct themselves in accordance with 
them. We believe that, as the people of God, we are entering into a covenant with each other before 
God to do so. 

_____A. Statement of Faith  
(initial) 

We Believe: 

 I.   THE WORD OF GOD 
      We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the 

original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has 
supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. (II Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 1:20,21; Mark 
13:31; John 8:31,32; John 20:31; Acts 20:32) 

  
II.   THE TRINITY 
      We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons; that 

these are equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but harmonious 
offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption.  (Gen. 1:1, 26; John 1:1,3; 
Matt. 28:19; John 4:24; Rom. 1:9,20; Eph. 4:5,6) 

III.  GOD THE FATHER 
 We believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, 

power and love.  We believe that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, 
that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to 
Him through Jesus Christ. (Luke 10:21,22; Matt. 23:9; John 3:16, 6:27; Rom. 1:7;  

         I Tim. 1:1,2; 5:5; I Peter 1:3; Rev. 1:6) 

IV.  JESUS CHRIST 
 We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit.  We 

believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings.  We believe in His 
substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual 
intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth.  (Matt.1:18-25,  
Luke 1;26-38; John 1:1, 20:28; Rom. 9:5, 8:46; II Cor. 5:21; I Peter 2:21-23;  
John 20:30,31; Matt. 20:28; Eph. 1:4; Acts 1:11; Rom. 5:6-8; 6:9,10; Heb. 7:25;  
Heb. 9:28; I Tim. 3:16) 
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V.   THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world 

of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify and empower all who 
believe in Jesus Christ.  We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, 
and that he is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. (John 4:16, 17,26; 15:26,27; John 
16:9-14; Rom. 8:9; I Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Gal. 5:22-26) 

VI.   REGENERATION 
 We believe that man was created by God in His own image; that he sinned and therefore 

incurred physical, spiritual and eternal death, which is separation from God; that as a 
consequence, all human beings are born with a sinful nature and are sinners by choice and 
therefore under condemnation.  We believe that those who repent and forsake sin and 
trust Jesus Christ as Savior are regenerated by the Holy Spirit and become new 
creatures, are delivered from condemnation and receive eternal life. (Gen. 1:26, 5:2; 
Gen. 3; Gen. 2:17; 3:19; Eccl. 2:11; John 3:14; 5:24; John  5:30; 7:13; 8:12; 10:26; Rom. 
9:22; II Thess. 1:9; Rev. 19 :3, 20; 20:10; 14,15; Rev. 21:18; Ps. 51:7; Jer. 17:9; James 1:14; 
Rom. 3:19; 5:19; Prov. 28; 13; I John 1:9; John 3:16; John 1:13; II Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8:1) 

VII.  THE CHURCH 
 We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and 

all regenerated persons are members.   We believe in the local church, consisting of a 
company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession of faith, and 
associated for worship, work, and fellowship.  We believe that God has laid upon the 
members of the local church the primary task of giving the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
a lost world. (Eph. 2:19-22; Acts 1:8; Eph. 5:19-21; Acts 2:42; Heb. 10:23-25) 

VIII. CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 
 We believe that a Christian should live for the glory of God and the well being of his fellow 

men; that his conduct should be blameless before the world; that he should be a faithful 
steward of his possessions; and that he should seek to realize for himself and others the full 
stature of maturity in Christ. We believe that a Christian should joyfully, and in love, give 
financially to God by giving to the support of this church family’s pastors and staff, to the 
congregation’s expenses, and to help the poor, widows, and orphans, and to spread the 
Good News of the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ among all peoples. (I Cor. 10:31; 
Rom. 12:1-3; Heb. 12:1-2; John 14:15,23-24; I John  2:3-6; II Cor. 9:6-9; I Cor. 4:2;  Col 
1:9-10) 

IX.   THE ORDINANCES 
 We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church, 

baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of the 
believer in water into the name of the triune God. We believe that the Lord's Supper was 
instituted by Christ for commemoration of His death. We believe that these two ordinances 
should be observed in order to be a member of the church, and they should be 
administered to all members of the church until the return of the Lord Jesus. (Matt. 
28:18-20; Rom. 6:3-5; I Cor. 11:23-26) 



X.   RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
 We believe that every human being has direct relations with God, and is responsible to God 

alone in all matters of faith; that each church is independent and must be free from 
interference by any political or ecclesiastical authority; that therefore Church and State 
must be kept separate as having different functions, each fulfilling its duties free from 
dictation or patronage of the other.  (I Tim. 2:5; Rom. 14:7-9,12) 

XI.  CHURCH COOPERATION 
 We believe that the local churches can best promote the cause of Jesus Christ by 

cooperating with one another in organizations like (but not limited to) a denomination or 
conference.  Such an organization, whether regional, national, or international, exists and 
functions by the will of the churches.  Cooperation in a such an organization by this church 
family is voluntary and may be terminated at any time. (Acts 15:36,41; 16:5; I Cor. 16:1; 
Gal. 1:1-3; Rev. 1:4,10,11) 

  
XII.   THE LAST THINGS 
 We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the 

establishment of His kingdom.  We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final 
judgment, the eternal felicity of the righteous and the endless suffering of the wicked.  
(Matt. 16:27; Mark 14:62; John 14: 3; Acts 1:11; Phil. 3:20; I Thess. 4:15; II Tim. 4:1; Titus 
2:13; I Cor. 4:5 I Cor. 15; II Thess. 1:7-10; Rev. 20:4-6,11-15) 

XIII. WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT MARRIAGE 
 The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority 

concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source 
of all that we believe. 

 We believe that the teaching of God in the Bible is clear, and that the term “marriage” has 
only one meaning: marriage is a covenant for life between one biological man and one 
biological woman, entered into for companionship, sexual unity, procreation and to display 
the love Christ has for his Church.  (Gen. 2:18-25; Prov. 31:10-31; Matt. 19:3-6; Eph. 
5:18-33; Col. 3:18-24; Heb. 13:4-6; 1 Peter 3:1-7) 



_____ B. Statement on Church Discipline  
(initial) 

The threefold purpose of church discipline is to glorify God by maintaining purity in the local church 
(1 Cor 5:6), to edify believers by deterring sin and promoting purity (1 Tim 5:20), and to promote 
the spiritual welfare of the offending believer by calling him or her to return to a biblical standard of 
doctrine and conduct (Gal 6:1). 

The Lord Jesus Christ has entrusted the local church with the authority and responsibility to 
discipline members for flagrant sin or serious doctrinal error, with the goal of the restoration of the 
offender. This discipline is entrusted to the Pastoral Staff and Elder Council, and is to follow the 
biblical pattern as set forth in Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; 2 Corinthians 2:7-8; Galatians 
6:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; Titus 3:10-11; and 2 John 7-11. Any member of this church who practices 
or affirms a doctrine or conduct that, in the judgment of the Elder Council, is opposed to the 
teaching of the Word of God, or is threatening to the testimony of this church, or is divisive to the 
body, shall be subject to church discipline. 

In regard to the process of church discipline, we will implement the following principles: 

• The process should involve as few people as possible to bring about repentance. 
• When the process moves beyond one or several people, we believe church leaders should 
lead the process. 
• The length of the process depends on how long it takes to establish that a person is 
characteristically unrepentant. We don’t want to rush this aspect of the process. 
• Individuals will receive the benefit of the doubt until the evidence, carefully and prayerfully 
gathered, proves otherwise. 
• Leaders should involve and instruct the church family as is wise. 

Furthermore, operating alongside these principles, we will use the following approach, in the hope that 
God will provide the wisdom we need for discerning which scriptural principles are most important 
and applicable to each situation that arises. Broadly, we will follow the pattern for discipline set out 
in Matthew 18.  

• We will teach our church family that they must begin by discussing matters in private with 
each other. If there is no private repentance, another person should be involved (which could 
be an elder, or elders).  
• If there is no repentance at this step, and an elder has not been involved, an elder or the 
whole council should be made aware of the situation. It may be at this point that the erring, 
unrepentant party will meet with one or all the elders.  
• The elders will then spend anywhere from a few days to a few months discussing whether to 
bring the matter to the congregation.  
• If we decide to inform the congregation, we will present the pertinent information in a 
private meeting of members only. We will name the individual and designate the category of 
sin without providing unnecessary details. We will explain any additional matters that are 
pertinent for pursuing the guilty party’s repentance, and we will exhort the congregation to 
prayerfully pursue the member’s repentance. We will explain that, if nothing changes in the 



situation, the elders will likely move for excommunication of the unrepentant party at the 
next members’ meeting; where we will then take limited questions from the members.  
• Should the next members’ meeting occur, and should we (as elders) persist in our plan to 
exclude the guilty party, we will make a recommendation for excommunication, allow a time 
for limited questions, and move for a vote among the members. If the members vote to 
excommunicate the individual, we will then instruct the congregation on how to interact with 
the now former member.  

Finally, the members of this church further knowingly and voluntarily agree that a member cannot 
voluntarily withdraw or resign his or her membership in the midst of the discipline process, and may 
only voluntarily withdraw or resign his or her membership if they are not the subject of a discipline 
proceeding at the time or only after a disciplinary process, of which they are the subject, has been 
concluded as determined by the Pastoral Staff and/or Elder Council.  

_____ C. Statement on Mediation  
(initial) 

Members of the church agree to submit any legal dispute with the church for mediation before a 
mutually agreed-upon mediator, or if none can be agreed upon, one selected by Peacemaker 
Ministries. Lawsuits between believers, or threats of lawsuits between believers, are a matter of 
grave concern for the church, are contrary to biblical and church teaching, and mediation is an effort 
to resolve disputes in a biblical fashion. (1 Cor 6: 1-7.) 

Mediation will be governed by the Rules of Procedure for Christian Conciliation of the Institute for 
Christian Conciliation (ICC Rules), unless modified as stipulated by the parties.  In particular, 1

subject to the more detailed provisions of the ICC Rules, mediator(s) will attempt to assist us in 
reaching a voluntary settlement of any disputes through mediation. The confidentiality of the 
mediation process will be protected and these matters will not be discussed with people who do not 
have a necessary interest in them. If settlement can be agreed upon, the conciliators may, at their 
discretion, issue an advisory opinion. Neither the opinion, nor any communications exchanged in 
the mediation process, will be admissible for any purpose in any subsequent legal proceeding.  

_____ D. Statement on Life  
(initial) 

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of 
inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or 
mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death. We 
are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life (Ps 139). 

_____ E. Statement of Final Authority on Matters of Faith and Conduct  
(initial) 

 Visit: http://www.peacemaker.net/site/c.nuIWL7MOJtE/b.5335917/k.D8A2/Rules_of_Procedure.htm to access the ICC Rules.1



The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the 
inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and 
the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of 
Calvary Community Church’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our Pastoral Staff and 
Elder Council is Calvary Community Church’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning 
and application. 

I have carefully read each section above as indicated by my initials before each of them, and agree to be 
governed by all the provisions herein.  

___________________________________________       __________________________________________ 
Name         Date 
APPENDIX


