
LUKE 8:1-21	 	 	 	       Jesus and the Story of the Farmer, pt. 2
Community Group and Family Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION
The sinful woman heard Jesus’ offer of forgiveness and believed and received it with faith and 
responded with love and service. Others responded to Jesus’ good news and healing by 
supporting his ministry. And in the parable of the sower, we learned about hearts that receive 
God’s word and produce fruit. Those who hear and obey Jesus’ message, are his true family, and 
do what he says.

DISCUSSION
Who do you consider family? Can people other than dad, mom, sisters, and brothers be family?

EXPLANATION
• What is light for, like a flashlight for example? It helps us see our way in the dark, and reveals 

things that are hidden in the dark.
• Who came looking for Jesus in vs. 19? His mother and brothers. 
• Read Mark 3:20-21 & 31-35. Why might they have been looking for Jesus? Because they were 

probably concerned about him, or even thought he wasn’t in his right mind. 
• How did Jesus respond? “My mother and brothers are those who hear the word of God and do 

it.” 
• What do you think Jesus meant by that? Jesus loved and cared about his mother and brothers, 

but even more important to him are those who hear God’s word and obey it.
• What lamp do we possess as Christians? How was that lamp lit?
• How does the way we hear relate to hiding or displaying the light of the gospel?
• What is the significance of the contrast Jesus makes between his biological and spiritual family?
• What point is Jesus making in these two sections about the nature of faith and obedience?

(content from Mars Hill Church; used by permission)



APPLICATION
Jesus’ real family are those who respond to him not just by hearing, but by doing God’s word. In 
this passage Jesus is calling us to obey. Have you heard that call? Have you responded by 
receiving and believing Jesus’ message? Do you just believe with your head but not your heart? 
What does it look like in your life to “do” God’s word? How does your life show that you don’t just 
hear, but obey? 

• In what ways does the gospel naturally come to bear on your day-to-day life?
• How or when are you tempted to hide the gospel in your life?
• How do we hide the gospel under a light in the way that we interact with each other?
• What can we do as a community to encourage one another to be doers of the word of God?

FIGHTER VERSE TO MEMORIZE & RECITE ON MAY 5th

Romans 12:11-13 – 
“11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (ESV)
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