
LUKE 7:36-50	 	 	 	       Jesus and the Story of the Farmer	
Community Group and Family Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION
Jesus tells a story about a farmer scattering seed on different kinds of soil. The seed, he explains 
to his disciples, is God’s Word and Message of the Gospel, and the soil is the hearts of different 
people and how they receive it. The gospel has the power to save and transform our lives but it 
must land on receptive hearts. We are reminded in the Parable of the Soils that if our hearts are 
not tender, then the gospel will not take root. What kind of soil is your heart? How do you respond 
to God’s Word?

DISCUSSION
• What do seeds need to take root and grow?
• What kind of soil do plants grow best in?

EXPLANATION
• What happened to the seed that fell along the path and what does that mean? It was stepped 

on and eaten by birds (the devil came and took the Word away from their hearts).
• What happened to the seed that fell on the rock and what does that mean? It grew but then 

died because it had no water (they believed for a while but then fell away when things got hard).
• What happened to the seed that fell among thorns and what does that mean? It grew but was 

choked by the thorns (the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life were more important to them 
than the Word, so they fell away).

• What happened to the seed that fell in good soil and what does that mean? It grew and was 
very fruitful (the Word took root in their hearts and produced fruit in their lives).

• Why does the sower scatter seed in all these places?
• Why does Jesus speak in parables?
• How do these descriptions connect with conversations Jesus has had in his ministry? 
• What is the indication of good soil and of the gospel taking root?

APPLICATION
When God’s Word takes root in our hearts, it saves us and makes us faithful followers of Jesus. 
But there are many ways we can respond that keep it from taking root and growing—fearfulness, 
worry, or other things we see as more important. Talk about circumstances or things that tend to 
crowd out God’s Word in your heart. What does your life look like when your heart is good soil? 
How does the fruit of our lives reflect the receptivity of our hearts? Where are we scattering the 
seed of God’s word?

(content from Mars Hill Church; used by permission)



FIGHTER VERSE TO MEMORIZE & RECITE ON APRIL 28th

Romans 12:9-10 – 
“9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” (ESV)

(content from Mars Hill Church; used by permission)


