
LUKE 7:11-17           Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son
Community Group and Family Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION
All the way back in the middle of his Sermon on the Plain, Jesus passionately called for his 
followers to be like our Father, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful (Luke 6:36).” Now, as 
he and his disciples, and a “great crowd” travel toward Nain, he finds himself in a situation to 
display the mercy and compassion of God, continuing to reveal who he is.

DISCUSSION
• Where do we see compassion displayed in our culture today?
• What are examples of compassion in our church family?

EXPLANATION
• Who is the focus of this story?
• What was the significance of the man being the only son of his mother who was a widow?
• How does this need compare to the concerns of the Pharisees in the previous texts?
• Contrast the way Jesus deals with the Pharisees with the way he deals with the widow.
• What was culturally significant about Jesus touching the bier?
• What are the three ways that the people responded to this miracle? Do you think they 

understood who Jesus really is?
• Why were they afraid? How do the responses of fear and worship go together?
• Does God’s glory inspire fear in you? Why or why not?

APPLICATION
• Where have we used spiritual excuses to overlook physical needs around us?
• How can we show compassion to each other and our neighbors?

FIGHTER VERSE TO MEMORIZE & RECITE MARCH 17th
Hebrews 12:2 – “...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” (ESV)


