
LUKE 2:1-7	 The Birth of Jesus	 	 	 	 Family Discussion

INTRODUCTION
King Jesus is born not in the palace of an important city, but in a room where animals stay, and placed in
a feeding trough—humble beginnings for the Savior of the world. Joseph and Mary had to travel from their hometown 
of Nazareth to Bethlehem, because the emperor decided he wanted to count all the people in his land, and that’s 
where Joseph’s family was from. But those of us who know the story know that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem. God uses a “chance” event to fulfill his promise of a Savior for his people.

DISCUSSION
Why did Jesus have to be born in Bethlehem? Micah 5:1-5

EXPLANATION
• What was the emperor’s name? Caesar Augustus.
• What did he order the people to do? He ordered them to go to their hometowns to be counted.
• What town were Joseph and Mary from? Nazareth in Galilee.
• What town did they travel to? Bethlehem (the City of David), where Joseph’s family was from.
• What happened while they were there? Jesus was born.
• In what kind of room was Jesus born? He was born in a stable—a place for animals.
• What is a manger? A feeding trough for animals.
• Why do you think Jesus was born in a place like that? There was no room for them to stay in the regular living 

quarters.

APPLICATION
Lots of people were in Bethlehem when Joseph and Mary got there. In fact, it was so busy and so crowded, that the 
only place left for Mary to have her baby, was a stable for the animals. Our lives can become so busy and crowded, 
even with good things, that we don’t leave any room for Jesus. But Jesus wants all of our lives, not just what’s left 
over. Especially as you prepare in this Easter season, look at your calendar and make a list of everything you have 
scheduled. Talk with your family about the importance of having the worship of Jesus at the center of all you do
—“when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise” (Deuteronomy 6:7). Also be intentional about calendaring special times of family worship. Decide together what 
things to add and take off the list.
(most content from Mars Hill Church, used with permission)


