
Sermon Discussion Guide for Families and Community Groups 
“Sin’s Severity, Faith’s Force, and the Disciples’ Duty (part two)”   
Luke 17:1-10 
Sunday December 21, 2014 

INTRODUCTION 
The beauty, glory, and compassion of the King, Jesus, shines through in this passage in 
which he vividly describes the character of the Christian community and family. 

DISCUSSION, EXPLANATION, and APPLICATION 

Have someone READ Luke 17:1-10 aloud to the assembled group, using the text on the next 
page, which is taken from The New Living Translation (for a different “voice” from the ESV). 

• Why is meditation, thinking, and the life of the mind so important to the Christian life? 
• In what ways do you practice meditation? What have you found helpful? 
• Why do the disciples ask for more faith? 
• Define faith. 
• What does Jesus have to say about faith? What is the point of his mini-parable in 17:6? 
• So, what have the disciples misunderstood about faith? How does this help you? How will 

you apply this lesson to following Jesus, and helping others to do the same? 
• What is the point of Jesus’ story in 17:7-10? 
• How will you live your life in light of this text? 

FIGHTER VERSE to memorize and then recite on SUNDAY December 28th :: 

John 11:25-27 –  

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” ” 
  
(English Standard Version) 
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Luke 17:1-10 

Teachings about Forgiveness and Faith 

One day Jesus said to his disciples, “There will always be temptations to sin, but what sorrow 
awaits the person who does the tempting! 2 It would be better to be thrown into the sea with 
a millstone hung around your neck than to cause one of these little ones to fall into sin.  

3 So watch yourselves!  

“If another believer* sins, rebuke that person; then if there is repentance, forgive. 4 Even if 
that person wrongs you seven times a day and each time turns again and asks forgiveness, 
you must forgive.”  

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Show us how to increase our faith.”  

6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and thrown into the sea,’ and it would obey you!  

7 “When a servant comes in from plowing or taking care of sheep, does his master say, 
‘Come in and eat with me’? 8 No, he says, ‘Prepare my meal, put on your apron, and serve me 
while I eat. Then you can eat later.’ 9 And does the master thank the servant for doing what he 
was told to do? Of course not. 10 In the same way, when you obey me you should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’ ”  
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