
Community Group and Family Discussion Guide  
“Knowing the Times”  (LUKE 12:49-59) 
Sun June 08 !
INTRODUCTION 
After calling us to be prepared for his coming in the previous section, Jesus warns us of the 
reality that his death and resurrection will bring division, because there is no middle ground 
between faith and rebellion. Further, Jesus wants us to understand that we live between two 
massive markers in time, and what that means for how we live until he comes again. !
DISCUSSION, EXPLANATION, and APPLICATION 
• Pause and really reflect on 12:49-50, and that our Master, though God himself, was also 

fully man. A thirty-something man he knew where he was headed, and the full force of 
what would fall on him in about 9 months’ time in Jerusalem. And he still walked toward 
the cross. How does that make you feel about Jesus? 

• What types of things divide families? 
• What does the fire that Jesus comes to bring represent? Why does he long for it to be 

kindled?  
• Why does this mission of the Master - his message of the good news of the kingdom of 

God - divide families? 
• Why does Jesus insist that they should understand the current times? 
• How will knowing you live between the cross and the judgment change the way you feel 

and act today? 
• What are the consequences for failing to settle debts before facing the Judge? 
• What does Jesus teach about the nature of judgment? 
• In what ways do these verses surprise you or challenge your picture of Jesus? 
• How do our lives reflect or not reflect the urgency with which Jesus calls for repentance? 
• How are we living hypocritical lives by ignoring the signs of the times? 
• What debts do you have to settle? 
• Where in your life do you need to repent of thinking your sin is not as bad as others’? !!

— How now shall you live? — 
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!!!
FIGHTER VERSE to memorize and recite on SUNDAY June 15th :: !
Psalm 139:15-16 –  

15  My frame was not hidden from you,  
  when I was being made in secret,  
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
16  Your eyes saw my unformed substance;  
  in your book were written, every one of them,  
the days that were formed for me,  
when as yet there was none of them.  
  
  
 (English Standard Version)
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