
Sermon Discussion Guide for Families and Community Groups 
“Jesus as the Narrow Door to the Banquet Hall of the Kingdom of God”   
LUKE 13:22-30 
Sunday July 20 !
INTRODUCTION 
As Jesus is teaching, someone in the crowd asks him, “How many will be saved?” His answer 
cuts to the point that we would do better to consider the state of our own soul rather than 
speculate on the fate of others while there is still time to repent. !
DISCUSSION, EXPLANATION, and APPLICATION 
A friend of mine thinks he’ll go to heaven (if it exists - he’s not sure) because he is (a) 
American and (b) baptized and goes to church. Most people assume that most people will be 
saved. In Jesus’ day, most Jews assumed that all Jews would be saved. And here, Jesus wants 
to challenge that kind of complacency. !
READ Luke 13:22-30 out loud together. !
Pleading 
• What’s the question (v. 23)? 
• What’s the warning (v. 24)? 
• On what basis do people think they are saved (v. 26)? 
• On what basis will Jesus shut them out of the banquet hall of the kingdom of God (v. 

25,27)? !
There will be some awful shocks when Jesus returns and the door to heaven is closed. The 
way to heaven is narrower than most realize. The people of Jesus’ day who met, listened to 
and ate with him, but never gave him their trust and allegiance, will be shut out. !
• What are some complacent assumptions about how people are saved might Jesus want to 

challenge today? !
Jesus has turned the question around: he focuses not on “Will the saved be few?” but “Will 
the saved by you!?” !!
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Weeping !
People shut out of the kingdom of God will be able to see it (v. 28). Outside the kingdom - 
hell - is a place with nothing good in it. All that will be there is the weeping of tremendous 
regret and sorrow, and the gnashing of teeth that will be an expression of rage directed 
against the Master who has closed the door of entry. !
Heaven is real. 
Hell is real. 
There is no room for complacency about our future, and only one way to get to paradise. !
As Christians it’s very easy to have a double-standard on this, to know we are saved by 
knowing Jesus, but to allow ourselves to think that others who don’t know Jesus will still be 
OK. !
• Is there anyone you are seeing this way? 
• How will remembering that the door is narrow, and the great realities of being inside of 

the house of the Master, vs. outside the house of the Master, change your prayers for them 
and words to them? !

While there is a horribly negative reality described in this story, we don’t want to miss the 
amazing truth that people from all over the world will recline at table in the Kingdom of God 
(v. 29). !
Take some time right now together and praise God that through Jesus, his life, his death, his 
resurrection, his return, the door was opened to you and you will rest with him in a new 
heaven and new earth…forever! !!!
FIGHTER VERSE to memorize and recite on SUNDAY July 27th :: !
Jeremiah 1:12b –  !

“…I am watching over my word to perform it.” 
  
(English Standard Version)
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