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ARTH 324. From Alexander to Cleopatra.  Professor: Carol C. Mattusch 

Spring 2013.  Robinson B 113, TR 12 – 115.  E-mail: mattusch@gmu.edu   

Office hours: Thurs 2-4, and by appt.   Office: Robinson B 373A        

        

ARTH 324 is a survey of the art and archaeology of the ancient Greek world from 

Alexander the Great’s creation of an empire in the fourth century B.C. through the 

Hellenistic kingdoms of the 3rd century to the birth of the Roman province of Achaia in 

the 2nd century, with discussion of the trade in Greek art, architecture, and antiquities 

during the 2nd and 1st centuries B.C. The course introduces aspects of Greek architecture, 

sculpture, and painting in historical context throughout out this period of great change. 

We shall investigate how the Greeks dealt with their past, with their foreign neighbors, 

and with their conquerors, the Romans, in what we know today as the Greco-Roman 

world. Emphasis will be placed on how to read texts carefully and analytically, both 

verbal and non-verbal. Familiarity with the geography of the Mediterranean world is 

also an essential ingredient of this course. 

 

Prerequisite: sophomore standing. Fulfills GMU’s general education fine arts 

requirement. 

 

This syllabus contains more than the schedule of classes. Please read it carefully. You 

are responsible for all the information contained on this syllabus and in its updates, 

which will be issued in class, but not posted on the website. 

 

Attendance, readings, and participation: This is the most complicated period of Greek 

history, and raises the question of what really is Greek and what is Roman. Only by 

attending every class can you acquire sufficient familiarity with the material to achieve 

good results on quizzes and tests. The same monuments will be discussed in class that 

are in the textbook, but the images that you see during the lectures will not be exactly 

the same as the (poor) illustrations in the textbook. Do not take this course if you do 

not plan to attend all class meetings. Late arrivals, early departures, private 

conversations, and ringing phones are disrespectful to the rest of the class and cannot 

be tolerated.   

 

All electronics must be turned off and out of sight during every class and 

every test.  Be sure to turn off your cell phone before each class and each test. 

You are expected to use your GMU e-mail account, through which you will 

receive news, assignments, updates to the syllabus, and review sheets. I will also 

answer questions promptly via your GMU e-mail account. 
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Reading: You should do the assigned reading before the date for which it is assigned, 

and be familiar with gods, terms, historical periods, important dates, and maps of the 

Greek and Hellenistic worlds.  

 

Required reading and book purchases:  

 J.J. Pollitt, Art in the Hellenistic Age (GMU bookstore; also available through 

Amazon.com) 

 If you have had no courses dealing with the ancient Mediterranean world prior 

to this one, please let me know right away, and get a copy of Susan Woodford, Greek 

and Roman Art, to read as background material.  

 

 Grades: 3 or more graded quizzes and map quizzes (5 to 10 points each, including pop 

quizzes), a mid-term test (20 points), a final test (20 points), and weekly short (1-page) 

papers (5 points each) on the assigned reading in Pollitt.  Tests may include definitions 

of terms, maps, identification and analysis of material and images covered in class and 

in the text, discussion of the reading, and short essays on general topics. There may be 

pop quizzes on the reading, or on maps, gods, terms, historical periods. You are 

responsible for information contained in all readings and for finding the correct 

answers to questions that you may have missed on the tests. Some questions will 

appear on more than one test. You are always expected to adhere to the GMU Honor 

Code in all respects. 

 

You are expected to take all scheduled tests and pop quizzes when they occur: NO 

MAKEUPS without a previous request and a valid excuse from dean or doctor. Not all 

quizzes are listed on the syllabus, which means that you need to be prepared for each 

class. The writing assignments will help you to prepare. Significant change in your 

grades, for better or for worse, will be taken into consideration. Class participation may 

affect your grade by as much as 10 points.  

 

Very short analytical papers: 1 page each, 5 points each, due at class on Tuesdays.  

 1. Briefly summarize the most important points in the assigned reading for the 

week (1 paragraph), then choose one aspect that is of particular interest to you, 

and briefly analyze it. 

  2. Choose a good descriptive title. 

 3. Organize carefully, stating your thesis first, then making that point with 

supporting evidence. 

 4. Type, double-space. Put your name and the date at the top right, staple at top 

left corner. No plastic binders.   
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On writing a great paper:  

 Your paper should reflect what you have learned from the assigned 

reading in Pollitt and from previous class discussions in this course.   

 Address your subject directly, starting with a compelling title, and then 

stating your thesis in an introductory sentence.   

 Consider the historical and intellectual context of your topic.  Distinguish 

clearly between facts and Pollitt’s interpretations (these should be cited as 

follows: Pollitt, p. 22).  Support your observations and insights with specific 

examples and arguments.  

 Practice your critical thinking and use your creative imagination.  

 Pay close attention to how you write.   

 Present your ideas in a coherent and well-organized essay.  Structure your 

arguments so as to convince the reader of your conclusion. Use language that is 

persuasive, and that is free of technical jargon and colloquialisms. 

 Proofread for spelling (for instance, what’s the difference between its and 

it’s?), grammar, syntax, and style.  In grading, I take notice of careless writing, 

incorrect spelling and punctuation, unchecked use of Spellcheck, poor use of 

English, lack of necessary documentation, and failure to follow directions.   

 An A paper contains a clearly and concisely stated thesis, supported by 

relevant evidence, examples, and arguments.  The thesis is maintained 

throughout the entire essay and illustrates the writer’s ability to evaluate and 

develop ideas.  An A essay is polished; it is free of spelling and grammatical 

errors, as well as of improper wording and awkward expressions. 

 A B paper ably summarizes material presented in the reading, but 

typically lacks an original, well-conceived, or well-argued thesis.  The essay 

demonstrates understanding, but does not display creative, independent analysis 

or rigorous logic.  A B essay is relatively free of grammatical and other errors. 

 A C paper presents information relative to the topic, but lacks clear 

organization, displays technical errors and/or careless use of Spellcheck, contains 

weakness in expression, is not carefully proofread. 

 A paper that earns a grade lower than C generally fails to address the 

assignment, lacks coherence, has not been proofread, contains a number of 

grammatical and syntactical errors, and is turned in late (marked down by 5 

points per day). 

 

Participation in class discussions and pop quizzes/in-class writing can affect your grade 

for the course by up to 10 points.  

 A: A student who earns an “A” for class participation attends every class, 

completes all assigned readings and writing assignments in advance of class, and comes 

prepared with questions and/or points of view about the readings.  This student 
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regularly contributes to, without dominating, class discussion, and is courteous and 

respectful of other students’ questions and points of view.  

 B: A student who earns a “B” for class participation regularly attends class 

meetings having completed all the assignments, but does not always come with 

questions and views. The student is respectful of others’ ideas, but only participates 

intermittently in discussions. 

 C: A student who earns a “C” for class participation regularly attends class 

meetings and listens attentively, but rarely participates in class discussions. 

 A student who earns a grade lower than “C” for class participation frequently 

misses class, is occasionally unprepared, appears reluctant and/or unwilling to 

participate in class discussion, or conveys clear disrespect for others in the course. 

 

Grades and numbers: 

A+    rare      A      95-100                A-    94-90 

B+    89-87                     B      86-83                   B-     82-80 

C+    79-77                     C      76-73                  C-     72-70 

D      69-60                     F      59-0 

 

Dates to remember: 

 Jan. 29: map quiz 

 Feb. 21: first full-period test 

 March 21: second full-period test 

 May 9: Final test, 1030-1145 

Tentative Schedule of Classes:   

  Your one-page summary and commentary on the reading is due in class on 

Tuesday of each week. It should not be placed in my mailbox. 

 

Week of Jan. 22. Where did it all begin? How do we deal with the past? How did 

the ancient Greeks and Romans do so?  

 

Week of Jan. 29. Alexander the Great.  

 Read Pollitt Introduction and Prologue pp. 1-18, and Appendix I pp. 265-

270. 

Jan. 29. Last day to add; last day to drop with no tuition penalty. 

Jan. 29. Map quiz: the Hellenistic world. 

 

Week of Feb. 5. Royal iconography.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 1, and Appendix II. 

 

Feb. 12. No class; your summary is due on Thursday.  
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Feb. 14. This week’s 1-page summary is due today. Lysippos, his works, his 

followers.  

  Read Pollitt ch. 2 pp. 47-58. 

 

Week of Feb. 19.  Personality and psychology in portraiture.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 3 pp. 59-78. 

  

Feb. 21. First full-period test.  

 

Week of Feb. 26. The sculpture of Pergamon.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 4 pp. 79-110, and  Appendix III. 

   

Week of March 5. Hellenistic baroque.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 5 pp. 111-126. 

 

Week of March 11-17. Spring break. 

 

Week of March 19.  Rococo, realism, and the exotic.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 6 pp. 127-149. 

 

March 21. Second full-period test. 

 

Week of March 26. Rome as a center of Hellenistic art.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 7 pp. 150-163. 

 

Week of April 2.  Style and retrospection: neoclassicism and archaism.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 8 pp. 164-184. 

 

Week of April 9. Pictorial illusion and narration: paintings and mosaics.  

 Read Pollitt chs. 9 and 10 pp. 185-229. 

 

Week of April 16. Hellenistic architecture.  

 Read Pollitt ch.  11, pp. 230-249.  

 

Week of April 23. Alexandria and the pharaoh.  

 Read Pollitt ch. 12 pp. 250-264  

 

Week of April 30. The 7 World-Wonders.  

 Read Pollitt Appendices IV and V. 
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May 2. Last class.  

 

May 9. Final test, 1030-1145. 
 


