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Office Hours:  

Office hours are Wednesdays from 1:30-2:30pm.   If office hours conflict with class schedules, I am willing to set appointments with students.  Feel free to speak to me before or after class should you have questions about the readings and/or assignments.

Class Objective:  

This course surveys late-eighteenth-and early-to-mid-nineteenth century black writers.  The readings discussed deal principally with slavery, and the class will focus on how early-modern writers choose in their work to represent and imagine the role of slavery within the normative dimensions of eighteenth-century political society. In the survey of the texts, the class discusses the writers’ portrayals of enslavement and its influence on political and social formation in the early-modern Atlantic world, and students will learn how to clarify and expound upon works through critical written interpretations of the readings.  We will focus in particular on how racial, sexual, and class oppression intersects in these texts.  How is early modern political writing on race and slavery a way of exploring the ambiguities which are directly the product of being a slave in a political and social context that promised liberty?  We will pay special attention to how black women slaves handled this question. The class will examine how the slave experience combined with political insight to complicate ideas of freedom in the context of racial, sexual, and class oppression.  We read and discuss works; learn to construct arguments and theses; and write effective research papers on themes and issues in the literature. 


Readings:

Wheatley, Phillis, Complete Writings.  Ed. Vincent Carretta.  New York: Penguin, 2001.

Cugoano, Quobna Ottobah.  Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil of Slavery.  Ed. and Intro.  Vincent Carretta.  New York: Penguin, 1999.

Equiano, Olaudah.  The Interesting Narrative and Other Writings. Intro. Vincent Carretta.  New York: Penguin, 1995.
Prince, Mary.  History of Mary Prince. Intro. and Ed. Sarah Salih.  New York: Penguin, 2000.
	
Walker, David.  Appeal. Intro. and Ed. Sean Wilentz. New York: Hill and Wang, 1995.

Stewart, Maria.  Essays and Speeches.  Intro. and Ed. Marilyn Richardson. Bloomington:  Indian UP, 1987.




Class Policy:
Students are allowed no more than two unexcused absences.  Three unexcused absences will result in the reduction of the student’s final average by one letter grade—no exceptions.  I will call roll. The two unexcused absences do not apply in the case of late papers. An absence is considered excused only with a doctor’s permit or in cases of bereavement.  I will not penalize late papers with an excused absence.  Furthermore, three tardies will result in an unexcused absence.  Attendance will be taken each class period.  Finally, given the discussion format of the course, class participation is highly encouraged.  If participation is consistently poor, I will call on students.  


Class Requirements:

There are two short critical essays a group presentation and in-class final.   The two critical essays constitute 60% of the final grade, and each essay is double-spaced, typed in 12 point font. The essays are 5-6 pages.  Papers a day late (without a legitimate excuse) will result in the reduction of a letter grade.  Papers turned in after the two-day grace period will not be accepted.   In writing the essays, students should, in composition, emphasize the strength of a thesis in their writing, clarity in explanation, and cohesion in argument. I take these essays very seriously, so I expect first-rate work! The first and second essay requires at least one outside critical source. The essays should investigate a theme or aspect of the readings discussed.  All references should be documented in Modern Language Association style or Chicago Manual of Style.  Both style manuals are located at the library.

The essays are what we refer to in literature as “position papers.”  While the term “position” immediately suggests to us an approach concerning how we should compose an essay, one should note that position papers are not merely “opinion” papers.  In position papers, students take a stand on how one should interpret the meaning and/or significance of passages in a given work. In addition to a well-thought-out thesis sentence, the students’ task is to clarify the meaning of passages in the text in light of their thesis on the work. In this sense, position papers are a focused sustained (critical) analysis of a small portion of the work read.  Again, these papers are assessed and graded.  Do not wait until the last minute to write them!  

The student is also required to write small response papers from time to time. These writing assignments are different from the essays just discussed above.  They are intended to generate class discussion and stimulate thinking on a given subject or toward the work done in your research papers. If class participation is consistently poor, I will form discussion groups during class or assign randomly pop quizzes. 

The group presentation constitutes 25% of the final grade. The groups will be determined after I have gotten an accurate count of the students in the class. The group is responsible for giving creative presentations on a theme or themes on any of the readings.  The group presenters have great latitude in however they choose to present.  Students should present polished oral presentations.  The group is graded collectively (not individually); so it is important that group presenters give serious care and attention to presentations. I will pay special attention to the force, clarity, and creativity of students’ presentations.  This will be your time to shine.  So take charge!  

The in-class final constitutes 15% of your grade.  Instructions on the in-class final will be given toward the latter half of the semester.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the citing or appropriation of another person’s ideas without proper acknowledgement or documentation.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may result in legal action taken against students.  Hence, it is good practice to document sources that are used in support of arguments in research papers.  

Class Schedule:

Monday August 27th: Introduction and discussion of syllabus.   

 Wednesday 29th: Introduction to historical context. Discussion of slave narrative form

Sept. 5th-12th: Phillis Wheatley [“Elegiac Poem on the Death of Reverend George Whitefield;”  “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty:” “On Being Brought from Africa to America;” “To His Excellency General Washington.”  Letter to Samson Occom]

Sept. 17th-24th: Cugoano. [Sections]

Sept. 26th-Oct. 10th: Equiano.

Columbus Day: Monday class is canceled. Class will meet at regularly scheduled time on Tuesday October 9th.   

Oct. 15th-17th:  Mary Prince. 

October 22nd: Class is canceled.  

October 24th-Nov. 5th:  Walker [Depending on time, Sections].  

Nov. 7th-: Stewart.  
 
Nov. 21st-25th:  Thanksgiving Recess



Schedule for Assignments:

October 8th: First Essay due.

November 7th: Second Essay due.

December 5th: In-class final.

Note:  I will indicate over the course of the semester where we are in the readings.  Group presentations should be based on sections already discussed in class. Furthermore, the essays should be written on works already discussed.  Students should not hand in two essays on the same work.
	
Note:  I reserve the right to make any changes to the schedule. Otherwise, all papers and oral presentations are due on the day assigned.  Late papers will be reduced by one letter grade.  No exceptions.  Also, no incompletes except in extenuating circumstances.  
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