English 396 Introduction to Creative Writing
Instructor: Kelly Wolfe
Fall 2012:  August 27 – Dec. 8
Meets:  9 a.m. M, W Robinson A 248
Office Hours: By appointment
Email: kwolfe5@gmu.edu 

Textbooks and Materials, Available at Campus Bookstore, Amazon or public library
Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft, Janet Burroway

Suggested reading:
The War of Art, Steven Pressfield
Bird by Bird, Anne Lamott
A journal to record your ideas, thoughts, inspirations (will not be graded)

English 396 Course Goals
This course is designed to help you develop as a creative writer. You’ll learn how to interpret fiction, non-fiction and poetry. You will be asked to professionally critique the work of others.  You’ll learn how to accept and incorporate constructive criticism. 

Methods of Instruction: Class meetings will be interactive and involve student discussion, in-class writing, peer review and group work. 
Course Requirements and Grading Percentages 
	
	10%
	Response to a reading held on or off campus, 500 words
	Due: Rolling

	
	15%
	Short Story -- 1,500 words
	Due: Sept. 24

	
	15%
	Personal Essay – 1,000 words
	Due: Oct. 15

	
	15%
	Three poems, 100-200 words each (300-600 words total)
	Due: Oct. 29

	
	25%
	Final Project – Short Story, Long Personal Essay or 10 poems -- 2,000 words
	Due: Dec. 3

	
	20%
	Class participation, in-class writing, in-class exercises, peer review
	Due: Weekly 



Course Grading Policy: In grading essays, I use the following general criteria:
	A
	90-100
	C
	70-79
	F
	50-59

	B
	80-89
	D
	60-69
	
	



Important Dates
· Last Day to Add a Course: September 4
· Last Day to Drop a Course without penalty: September 4					
· Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1 through October 26

Statement on Plagiarism: Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 
The George Mason Honor Code requires me to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
Students with disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS.
GMU Nondiscrimination Policy: George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.
Description of Assignments:
Class Participation:  20 percent of your total grade counted as 100 points. If you miss class for any reason, you lose three participation points for that day. Students who come to class consistently, complete the reading, offer insight and participate in discussion, you will earn an 85 B for this assignment. Students who consistently go the extra mile will earn extra points up to a 100, or an A+. 
Short Fiction: 1,500 words, 15 percent of your grade and up to 100 points. Write a short fiction story using elements we’ve discussed in class, and revise accordingly based on input from your peers.  
Personal Essay: 1,000 words, 15 percent of your grade, up to 100 points:  Write a short essay about an observation or occurrence that you believe illustrates a larger theme and resonates with a wider audience other than yourself.  
Poems: Three 100-200 word poems (300-600 words total), 15 percent of your grade and a total of 100 points. Show a basic understanding of the elements of poetry, including imagery, line, meter, figurative language, and rhythm. 
Final Project: 2,000 words, 25 percent of your grade and a total of 100 points. Using all the elements we’ve discussed in class, write a short fiction story, long personal essay or collection of poems. Think of this as your final exam. Thoughtfully consider structure, plot development, rising action, tension, and a well-crafted ending. Use your best verbs, most specific nouns, and limit adverbs. 

Revision Policy:  Revision is essential in creative writing, and students are encouraged to revise for a better grade. Revisions are due one week after papers are handed back.  Students who earn an A may not revise for a better A.

Submitting Class Work: Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Paper copies are preferred, but students may also submit via my e-mail at kwolfe5@gmu.edu. Make sure your name and date appear on all of your assignments. All of your work should be double-spaced and in 12-point type. 

Late Work Policy: Late assignments are those arriving any time after the beginning of class on the due date. Late assignments will lose five percent for each calendar day that they are late and will lose an opportunity to revise for a better grade.   

Weekly Schedule*

	Week
	Agenda
	Assignments Due

	Week 1

	· Introduction to Syllabus
· Introduction to story
· What is fiction?
· Plot
· Point of View
	Readings: 
· Read paragraph on page 173 and study diagram.
· Page 265-274 text
· Jim Shepard, Your Fate Hurtles Down at You


	Week 2

	· Characterization/Dialogue
· Description
· Setting
	Readings:
·  Hemingway, Kincaid, Diaz

	Week 3

	· Revision 
· Superior verbs, specific nouns 
	Readings:
· Diaz on Revision
· Page 206 text

	Week 4

	WORKSHOP!
	· Read page 209-210 before class
· Fiction rough draft due

	Week 5

	· Introduction to Personal Essay/Creative non-fiction
· What is non-fiction?
	Fiction stories due
Read Page 231-233 text
Readings:
· Sedaris, Hitchens, Winik, de Botton

	Week 6

	· Structure
· Rules
· Introduction to Memoir

	Readings:
· Didion, Baldwin, DFW, Karr

	Week 7

	WORKSHOP!
	Essay rough draft due

	Week 8

	· Introduction to poetry
· Voice
	Short Personal Essay due
Read page 295-310 text
Readings:
· They Feed They Lion, Lady Lazarus, Baudelaire, Borges, For Colored Girls

	Week 9

	· Imagery
· Rhythm
· Line/Meter
· Prose
	Readings:
· Lying in a Hammock, A Step Away From Them, Ondaatje, Haviaras, Roethke, Ginsberg

	Week 10

	WORKSHOP!
	Rough Draft Poems due

	Week 11

	· Brainstorming final project
· Pitch project
· Workshop ideas 
	Final draft poems due

	Week 12

	· Meetings
	

	Week 13

	Thanksgiving 
	

	Week 14

	WORKSHOP!
	Rough draft final due

	Week 15

	Student Readings
	Final Project due



 
