ENGH/LING 307 – 001: English Grammar 
Fall 2012 Syllabus and Course Outline
	
Instructor: Kelly Enochson
Email: kenochso@gmu.edu 					
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Office Location: Robinson A 411 			
Class Time: M, W 3:00 – 4:15 pm	
Class Location: Robinson B105

Required Text: Barry, Anita (2002) English Grammar: Language as Human Behavior. 3rd Edition.


COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS

Anyone who speaks English is in possession of detailed knowledge of at least one version of English grammar and uses this knowledge actively to speak and understand the language. However, this knowledge is typically not understood by the conscious mind. To discover what one already knows about the nuts and bolts of English requires careful reflection and analysis. Since we also rely on language to formulate our thoughts, part of this discovery involves acquiring the necessary language to talk about language (e.g. verb, participle, clause, inflection, etc.). It is then possible to compare the way one speaks and writes English with those forms and rules advocated as standard for the language. Although the standardized grammar of English can sometimes be as arbitrary as its spelling, it nevertheless serves as our common system to formulate speech and written text in English. Throughout our lives, we face situations in which we desire to speak formal language. This course is designed to help students recognize both their own grammar knowledge and to contrast this with the formal standards of English. The benefits include better reading and writing skills, an improved ability to teach English to others, a better understanding of both standard and non-standard forms and how we can tailor our grammar to any situation, and an improved sense of how to approach the grammar of a foreign language. The course will draw heavily on the findings of morphological, syntactic, and diachronic (historical) research from linguistics, although these will be contrasted with more traditional grammatical descriptions. Instruction will consist of lectures and demonstrations, in-class activities, and homework.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course, students will:
1. Have a command of necessary terminology to talk with sophistication about grammar;
2. Perceive language not just as a linear string of words, but as a patterned and rule-governed system with a hidden hierarchical structure of lexical forms, phrases, clauses, and longer discourse;
3. Understand the basic rules behind Standard English and apply them to the description of grammatical constituents, the explanation of structural ambiguity, and the performance of related analytical tasks;
4. Learn some of the most common pitfalls in the use of Standard English and how to avoid them;
5. Greatly improve abilities in tailoring grammar and stylistics appropriately to the context of use.


REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS (20%)
There will be eight homework assignments. Homework is due at the start of the class period. Here are the criteria for earning scores for assignments:
10 points (full mark)		Excellent job, possibly one or two small mistakes
8 points			Good job, several mistakes
6 points			Serious attempt at solving problems, but serious mistakes
0 points			Homework not turned in or no serious attempt to solve problems

Guidelines for Homework:
· No late homework will be accepted (except in extraordinary circumstances. Preferably coordinated with me in advance).
· All homework must be typed.
· Font size 12 or 14. 1.5 or double-spaced.
· If there are tree diagrams, you may diagram them by hand (no need to type).

If you make a good faith effort to complete your entire assignment and turn it in on time, you will get good credit for it. There will be no possibility for makeup homework. I will not object if you wish to discuss homework assignments with one another or even to work together. On the other hand, it would not be acceptable for one student simply to copy answers directly from another student. Even if studying with others, a homework assignment should genuinely reflect your own comprehension of the material. Thus, if asked in the homework to devise examples or to explain some point of grammar, the examples and words should be your own.

QUIZZES (15%)
There will be nine quizzes given in class based on the homework, lectures, and readings. Students may not make up quizzes, except with advance permission.

TAKE-HOME MIDTERM (25%)
The take-home midterm will be distributed to you in class and will be due back at the start of class on the date provided. Unlike the homework, collaboration with classmates on the midterm is not permitted. Answers must be your own. Questions will largely be based on material drawn from the homework, lectures, and readings, but a number of questions may also challenge you by delving a bit deeper into the details of the topics covered. No makeup exam is possible.

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL (30%)
There will be a comprehensive final given on Monday, 12/17 from 1:30 pm to 4:15 pm. Questions will be very closely based on material drawn from the homework, lectures, and readings.

PARTICIPATION (10%)
Participation is an important aspect of this course and includes attending class on a regular basis, preparing for class by doing the assigned reading and exercises, and actively engaging in class discussions and activities.  

NOTE ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students are expected to follow the GMU Honor Code. Cheating and plagiarism will be dealt with according to GMU guidelines. All work must reflect your own honest academic efforts.


SCHEDULE
(subject to change)

	Date
	Topic
	Reading due
	Assessment

	Mon. 8/27
	Introduction; 
Standard American English
	Ch. 1
	

	Wed. 8/29
	Constituents; 
Parts of Speech
	Ch. 2
	

	Mon. 9/3
	NO CLASS – Labor Day
	
	


	Wed. 9/5
	Nouns and Noun Phrases:
Subcategories of Nouns; Determiners
	Ch. 3 (p.21 – 29)
	QUIZ 1
(Ch.1, 2)

	Mon. 9/10
	Nouns and Noun Phrases:
Functions of noun phrases
	Ch. 3 (p.30 – 36)
	

	Wed. 9/12
	Nouns and Noun Phrases:
Gerunds and Infinitives
	Ch. 3 (p.36 – 40)
	

	Mon. 9/17
	Verbs and Verb Phrases:
Functions, Affixation, Irregular Verbs, Subcategories
	Ch. 4 (p.46 – 57)
	HW 1 due 
(nouns & NPs)

	Wed. 9/19
	Verbs and Verb Phrases:
Tense, Aspect, Mood, Agreement
	Ch. 4 (p.57 – 63)
	QUIZ 2
(nouns & NPs)

	Mon. 9/24
	Verbs and Verb Phrases: 
Verb Phrases, Nonfinite VPs, Compounds, S-V Agreement
	Ch. 4 (p.63 – 72)
	

	Wed. 9/26
	Pronouns and other Pro-forms:
Antecedents, Personal Pronouns
	Ch. 5 (p.80 – 88)
	HW 2 due 
(verbs & VPs)

	Mon. 10/1
	Pronouns and other Pro-forms: Reflexive, Reciprocal, Demonstrative, Relative, Interrogative, Uni/Ind. Pronouns
	Ch. 5 (p. 88 – 96)
	QUIZ 3
(verbs & VPs)

	Wed. 10/3
	Adjectives and Adjective Phrases:
	Ch. 6 (p.103 – 109)
	HW 3 due
(pronouns)

	TUES. 10/9
	Adverbs
	Ch. 6 (p.109 – 115)
	QUIZ 4 
(pronouns)

	Wed. 10/10
	Review
	review previous readings
	HW 4 due
(adjectives & adverbs)

	Mon. 10/15
	Review/
TAKE-HOME MIDTERM DISTRIBUTED
	review previous readings
	QUIZ 5
(adjectives & adverbs)

	Wed. 10/17
	Prepositions and Particles

	Ch. 7
	

	Mon. 10/22
	Prepositions and Particles
	
	TAKE-HOME MIDTERM DUE

	Wed. 10/24
	Function and Content Words:
word order
	
	HW 5 due
(preps, functions)

	Mon. 10/29
	Negation
	Ch. 8
	QUIZ 6
(preps, functions)


	Wed. 10/31
	Clause Type: Voice
	Ch. 9
	


	Mon. 11/5
	Clause Type: Voice

	
	

	Wed. 11/7
	Clause Type: Discourse Function
Declaratives, Interrogatives (Yes-No Q and Wh-Q)
	Ch. 10 (p.156 – 164)
	HW 6 due
(voice)

	Mon. 11/12
	Clause Type: Discourse Function
Interrogatives (Tag Q. and Minor Q.), Imperatives, Exclamatives
	Ch. 10 (p.164 – 173)
	QUIZ 7
(voice)

	Wed. 11/14
	Clauses:
Coordination
	Ch. 11
	HW 7 due
(discourse function)

	Mon. 11/19
	Clauses:
Subordination
	Ch. 12
	QUIZ 8
(discourse function)

	Wed. 11/21
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break
	

	

	Mon. 11/26
	Sentence Analysis
	

	

	Wed. 11/28
	Sentence Analysis
	

	HW 8 due
(sentence analysis)

	Mon. 12/3
	Final Exam Review
	

	QUIZ 9
(sentence analysis)

	Mon. 12/5
	Final Exam Review
	

	

	Mon. 12/17
1:30-4:15
	FINAL EXAM
	
	



