ENGLISH 302 S04
M-Wed 9:00-10:15 a.m.
Robinson  B122
Fall 2012
Dr. Jacobs

Office location: Robinson A423, Mondays 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Email:                 ejacob1@gmu.edu
Texts:		    Fields of Reading: Motives for Writing,  9th Edition, Bedford/St. 		     	   Martin’s, Ed. Comley et al.
On Writing Well, 30th Anniversary edition, Harper Perennial, William Zinsser.
		    The Craft of Research, 3rd Edition, University of Chicago Press, 		                Wayne Booth

Course overview:

	English 302 is an intensive course in advanced composition with a Social Sciences emphasis. You are required to write five papers of 2-3 typed pages. The papers you write will primarily be informal essays of a non-technical nature, focusing on the world as you see it. In addition there will be a research component that will include finding a research question drawn from the humanities, examining research methods, compiling sources, and giving an oral defense of how those sources would help to answer the research question. The goal of 302 is to make you feel more comfortable writing for all purposes and to see that the writing you do is always an effort to answer a question.

	In addition to the papers, you will be graded on class participation: a combination of group interaction with one another’s drafts, journal writing (in class), and in-class writing in preparation for the next paper. Do not be absent unless you are ill since absences will affect your performance in a workshop-style classroom and your final grade will suffer. Please read participation guidelines: you are responsible for being in class when your own draft is due, and also when drafts of others in your group are due. You need to be in class to give your research presentation, and also to listen when others give their research presentations. You are also responsible to stay in class to complete the in-class prep work for the next paper. If you miss sessions because you think “nothing is due for me,” then your grade will be affected because you were not there to help others.

	Bring two copies of your paper when your draft is due. All final drafts of papers are due at the beginning of class; late papers will suffer a grade penalty of one grade for each class late. Speak to me before a paper is due if there is a circumstance that will make it impossible to meet a deadline. The classes before each paper is due you will participate in a peer review session with your reading/writing group. Final drafts should be submitted with the rough drafts stapled to the back.  Email policy on papers and drafts: Emailed papers will not be accepted. Too many have been unintelligible or lost in transit. (My computer does not read docx files, for example.) If you want to turn in a paper or draft outside of class, you must put a hard copy in my mailbox in the English office.


Grade Percentages:
	Paper Grades:	50%
	Research Component: 15%
	Participation:	25%
Quizzes:	10% (Quizzes are always given at the beginning of class and can’t be made up.)

	Grading standards are high since this is an advanced writing course. A papers will not only be lively, interesting, and gracefully written---they will show complexity of thought and approach the subject in a sophisticated way. They will not exhibit major mechanical flaws. B papers will still be successful papers, well written, but will not display the same sophistication and complexity of the A papers. They may have some writing flaws. C papers, although containing several good qualities, will be more superficial in the treatment of the subject and may contain serious writing flaws. D papers will be markedly flawed in the way the subject is handled and in mechanics. Students at all writing levels are encouraged to seek the services of The Writing Center, in Robinson Hall, if you would like to work on particular weaknesses. Please note that the grades are not based solely on grammar and mechanics, but on those more elementary factors along with sophisticated measures of complexity and eloquence. Students looking for a grading “formula” will not find one in my class. Again, a reminder to bring two copies of your draft when it is your day to share your writing.

Plagiarism and the Honor code: Papers should show originality of thought and form. I will not accept papers that have been written for another class. Plagiarism is work misrepresented as your own. It is a violation of the honor code and can result in expulsion from the university. If you plagiarize a paper you will automatically receive an F in this class.


Disability Policy: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Prerequisites

Students must have completed or transferred in the equivalent of English 100/101, 45 credit hours, and any required general-education literature course designated by their college or major. Students should take a version of English 302 that connects to their major field. Students in the School of Engineering and students in the School of Management are very strongly recommended to take English 302N or English 302B, respectively. If you are enrolled in a different version, you should contact your adviser immediately to see what actions to take. 

Completion Policy

All final essays must be accompanied by one or more earlier drafts.  You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a “C” or higher.



Last Add/Drop Date: September 4

	Remember that the writing process looks easy, but is painful and cumbersome. By the end of the semester you should realize that writing, in the wisdom of hindsight, is worth the agony.

 The good news: No final exam



 Note that the paper topics are in bold on the day they are due and not on the day they are assigned.

August 27		Introduction

August 29		In-class preparation for first draft

September 4		Last Add/Drop Date

September 5	Drafts due for A group
	Sizer, “What High School Is”
	Keizer, “Why We Hate Teachers”			
			Chaps. 1-4 Zinsser

September 10		Drafts due for B group
			Chaps 5-8 Zinsser 
			Last Add/Drop Date

September 12	Paper due: High School: What Is It? Combine narrative and essay styles to reflect on what high school is. Draw on specifics from your own experience. Include first draft.

September 17		In-class preparation for second paper

September 19		Booth book, Chapter 3 “From Topics to Questions”		

September 24		Designing a humanities research question from your academic 	
			field: In-class activity, a continuation of Booth, Chap. 3

September 26		Drafts due for B group 
			Hardy “What Did You Do In the War, Grandma?” 
John Berger, “Hiroshima”
	
October 1	Drafts due for A group
	Zinsser 9, 10, 12, 14

October 3	Paper due. Topic: How did an experience make you revise an opinion, stereotype, or assessment? Include first draft.

October 9	In-class preparation for third paper

October 10	Drafts due for A group
	Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”
	Tan, “Mother Tongue”

October 15	Drafts due for B group
	Baldwin, “If Black English Isn’t a Language, Then Tell Me, What Is?”


October 17	Paper due: Narrate an incident in which two people literally or metaphorically spoke a different language. What conclusions can you draw from the incident, about human nature and/or the nature of language?

October 22	Meet in library classroom for class on research methods.

October 24	Meet in Fenwick library. I’ll be on the first floor. Work on bibliography on your own, with me and the librarian as resources. Look at an index in your subject and also at databases, at the library website, and at actual books.

October 29	Bibliography of research question sources due for all groups. You should have 15-20 sources of various types (databases, magazines, newspaper, internet, books. This will depend upon your topic.)
	Include your research question in your bibliography. Format should be either APA or MLA. Remember to alphabetize your bibliography.

		Informal oral reports of 5 minutes each explaining sources and 	topic, starting with B group.

		Read Booth Chapter 5 on sources.

October 31		Continuation of oral reports with A group and B group

November 5		Finish oral reports of A group 

November 7		In-class preparation for topic of your choice—fourth paper

November 12		Drafts due for A group
		Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” 
		Ehrenreich, “Nickel and Dimed in America”
Steven Johnson, “Watching TV Makes You Smarter”


November 14		Drafts due for B group
		Zinsser 20, 23, 25


November 19	Paper due: Topic of your choice based on in-class activity.

November 26	In-class preparation for fifth paper 
	
November 28	Drafts due for B group
Kubler-Ross, “On the Fear of Death” (Xeroxed copies) 
			Selzer “A Mask on the Shape of Death”


December 3		Drafts due for A group

December 5		Paper due: 
Narrate an event that illustrates your complex 
attitude towards a particular ending, or analyze what we expect from endings in our lives. The first choice will be a narrative of a particular event with an analysis of its significance. The second choice will be an essay on various types of endings and will analyze the pattern of those endings. 
Include first draft.


