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English 302.N10  (71933)  – Composition
3:00pm – 4:15am, MW - Robinson B102
Professor:  Dr. S. Patrick
Office: Robinson A 455
Office Hours: 9:30-10:30 Wednesday and by Appointment
Contact:  spatrick@gmu.edu 

Syllabus

Students as Scholars (SAS): This section of English 302 is participating in GMU’s “Students as Scholars” program. Across campus, students now have increased opportunities to work with faculty on original scholarship, research, and creative activities, through their individual departments and the OSCAR office (http://oscar.gmu.edu). 

Assignments in English 302 will help prepare you to be contributors to knowledge in your field, not just memorizers of facts: you will 
· understand how knowledge is created and transmitted in a field/discipline
· understand key methods and conventions of scholarly research in your field/discipline
· articulate and refine your own question for scholarly inquiry
· situate your investigation in an ongoing context/conversation in your field
· and design a final project that adds new perspectives and/or data to the conversation

In addition, this course is designed to build on the general writing skills and techniques you have acquired in 101 and other university courses, and to prepare you for completing advanced level writing, analysis, and research tailored to your major discipline and possible future workplace.  We will, therefore, practice the various genres of writing you are likely to encounter including research methods, knowledge creation and transmission, and scholarly inquiry. Throughout the semester, you’ll also learn to recognize the way(s) that knowledge is constructed in various disciplines (focusing on your own discipline or career interest), adapt your writing to common purposes and audience needs, conduct and synthesize research, use computer technologies as part of your research and writing process, and produce writing that employs the organizational techniques and genres typical in your discipline.  We’ll also focus on the professionalism and professional writing forms and techniques that you’ll need throughout your career. 

By the end of this course students will be able to 
· employ strategies for writing as a recursive process of inventing, investigating, shaping, drafting, revising, and editing to meet a range of advanced academic and professional expectations
· identify, evaluate, and use research sources
· employ a range of appropriate technologies to support researching, reading, writing, and thinking
· apply critical reading strategies that are appropriate to advanced reading in your academic discipline and in possible future workplaces
· recognize how knowledge is constructed in your academic discipline and possible future workplaces
· analyze rhetorical situations – audience, purpose, and context – of texts produced in your academic disciplines and possible future workplaces
· produce writing – including argument proposals – that is appropriate for a range of rhetorical situations within your academic discipline and possible future workplaces


Textbooks and Materials 
· A.M. Penrose & S.B. Katz, Writing in the Sciences: Exploring Conventions of Scientific Discourse, 2010, Pearson.
· Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual. 5th Edition.  Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin.
· MLA Style Manual (Optional)

Recommended Sites
· Mason Writing Center Online Writing Guide http://classweb.gmu.edu/WAC/EnglishGuide/index.html
· Course Blackboard Site on MyMason
· Diana Hacker Companion Website http://www.hackerhandbooks.com/pocket 

Methods of Instruction 
Most class sessions of English 302 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing.  Students may be asked to work individually as well as collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers' writings.  Students who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising usually succeed in this class.


Course Grading Overview

Course Assignments and Grading Percentages 
	
	15%
	Writing Assignment 1: Seminal Works in a Discipline (750-1000 words)
	Due: Sep 26

	
	15%
	Writing Assignment 2:  Discipline Specific Literature Review  (750-1000 words)
	Due: Oct 29

	
	35%
	Writing Assignment 3: Critical Issue Research with References and Annotated Bibliography (1500-2000 words)
	Due: Dec 5

	
	15%
	Writing Assignment 4: Metacognitive Reflection (750-1000 words)
	Due: Nov 26-Dec 3

	
	10%
	Assignment 5: Research Oral Presentation 
	Due: Nov 26-Dec 3

	
	10%
	Class Participation/Homework  as Assigned/SAS Activities 
	



Completion Policy All final essays must be accompanied by one or more earlier drafts.  You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a "C" or higher.

Class Participation
Your participation in this course is an important part of the learning experience.  More-interactive classes such as peer review days may be valued more highly.  Students are expected to attend class regularly and be energetic, thoughtful participants in all class discussions and activities.  Students who miss a class are responsible for turning in any required work, but will not be able to "make up" any missed participation opportunities.  

Please be on time for class.  Chronic tardiness negatively impacts the learning experience for all students in the class.  However, in an emergency I would rather have you come late than not at all; if you get stuck in traffic but can get here 20 minutes late, please try to come.  Students are expected to be actively engaged during all class sessions and respectful during all classroom and online discussions.

All cell phones must be turned off during class. 

Students in ENGL302 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 302 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will need to repeat the class.
	
Grade Ranges:  A (100-94), A- (93-90), B+ (89-87), B (86-83), B- (82-80), C+ (79-77), C (76-73), C-(72-70), NC (no credit).  

In grading written assignments, I use the following general criteria:

· A "C" level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement.  It meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience.  It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension.  Writing assignments that do not meet these criteria will not earn a "C."
· A "B" level grade (80-89%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking.  In addition to meeting the "C" level requirements, the writing goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the "gray areas" of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal "voice" or style.  It has few sentence-level errors.
· An "A" level grade (90-100%) denotes writing that is a delight for the reader.  Even more than in a "B" essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.
· "D" and "F" level writings do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

Submitting Class Work:  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Unless otherwise noted, all formal assignments should be typed using a standard font and size (Times New Roman - 12 point is commonly acceptable), page numbered and double-spaced.  Assignments should be stapled.  Put your name, instructor's name, course/section number, and date at the top of the first page.  I accept emailed assignments only as "place-holders" to avoid a late penalty; unless otherwise stated, all assignments must be turned in as hard-copy.  You should keep all of your assignments as they are handed back to you.

Late Work Policy:  Late assignments are those arriving any time after the due date.  If you need to, you can email me an assignment to avoid being late, but you must still turn in a hard copy as soon as possible. You may place an assignment in my mailbox in Robinson A487; do not ask the office staff to validate that you have turned it in.  

Revision Policy:  Writing Assignments 1 & 2 may be revised for a new grade.  Revisions must demonstrate substantial change to the focus, support, approach, and/or organization of the essay in addition to comprehensive error correction, or they will be returned with no grade change.  Revisions must be submitted with all previous drafts and completed within two weeks of the essay's return to you.  Please notify your professor if you are planning to undertake a revision of any assignment.

English Department Statement on Plagiarism:  Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles such as parenthetical citations, footnotes or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles and websites is not sufficient. 

Student writers are often confused as to what should be cited.  Some think that only direct quotations need to be credited.  While direct quotations do need citations, so do paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information formerly unknown to the writers or which the writers did not discover themselves.  Exceptions to this include factual information which can be obtained from a variety of sources, the writers' own insights or findings from their own field research—what has been called common knowledge. What constitutes common knowledge can sometimes be precarious; what is common knowledge for one audience may not be so for another.  In such situations, it is helpful to keep the reader in mind and to think of citations as being “reader friendly." 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.

Writers must also include a ‘Works Cited’ or ‘References’ list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.


Additional Course Information

Students with disabilities:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS.

GMU Nondiscrimination Policy:  George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.

GMU Email:  Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

Important Dates 
· Labor Day (No Class):  September 3, 2012
· Last Day to Add a Course:  September 4, 2012
· Last Day to Drop a Course (No Tuition Penalty):  September 4, 2012
· Last Day to Drop with 33% Tuition Penalty:  September 18, 2012
· Final Drop Deadline (67% Tuition Penalty):  September 28, 2012
· Columbus Day Recess:  October 8, 2012
· Thanksgiving Recess:  November 21-25, 2012
· Last Day of Classes:  December 8, 2012

The University Writing Center:  Since you will be writing several papers in this course, you may want to visit the University Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu ), located in Robinson A114, for assistance. The Writing Center is one of the best resources you will find on campus. They have an outstanding staff and a website that offers a wealth of online resources for student writers.  You can schedule a 45‑minute appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process.  You can even obtain assistance with papers by visiting the online writing center at http://classweb.gmu.edu/WAS/EnglishGuide/index/html - but please plan ahead and allow yourself at least 2‑3 days to receive a response. Make an appointment on their website. 
	

 Course Writing Assignments  
(A Detailed Assignment Sheet will be provided and discussed when each assignment is presented.)

Writing Assignment One:  Seminal Works in a Discipline (750-1000 words)  
DUE Sep 26
This writing assignment is designed to familiarize you with the foundational texts, authors, researchers and theories in your field of study or in a field of study of interest to you.  It will also help you begin to understand how knowledge is built and theories tested over time.  In 3-4 pages, you will introduce your discipline, provide a brief chronological overview of 4-5 seminal works in your field and conclude with a paragraph linking those seminal works to current theories in the field.

Writing Assignment Two:  Discipline Specific Literature Review (750-1000 words) 
DUE Oct 29
Writing Assignment 2 builds on Writing Assignment 1 by giving you an opportunity (1) to continue to explore the literature/research in your field from seminal (Writing Assignment 1) to current and (2) to identify gaps in the field that need further investigation.  To conduct an extensive search, you will need to use various online resources such as those provided by Mason’s Library System, The Library of Congress, discipline specific local and national associations and their related conferences, government agencies, foundations and other potential funding sources, National Academy of Sciences, National Institutes of Health, etc.  Detailed information about this assignment will be provided in class.

This assignment will strengthen your understanding of your field and your knowledge about scientific/scholarly investigation.  You will be required to examine a variety of sources depending on your field, such as books, scholarly articles, manuscripts, online resources, government documents and data, interviews, scientific studies and surveys, etc.  You will also be required to look for current thinking and new ideas in your field by perusing current conference schedules on various associations’ websites.  Through this extensive examination of your field, you can identify a critical issue in your field for Writing Assignment 3.

Writing Assignment Three:  Critical Issue Research with References and Annotated Bibliography (1500-2000 words)  
DUE Dec 5
This writing assignment builds on Writing Assignment 1 and Writing Assignment 2.  You should now be able to identify a critical issue in your field that you can more closely examine.  Through this paper you will describe the issue and its importance to the field, what has been done so far to address it, what gaps in knowledge remain, and what researchers are doing currently doing to advance it.  

This paper requires that you reexamine information you have discovered during your past searches by looking across all you found, finding pieces of information that support or refute each other, looking for relationships across information, etc.  We will discuss the research process in class.  Sometimes researchers develop charts to show connections across their findings.  You will want to look at the various angles your information presents.  

Writing Assignment Four: Metacognitive Reflection (750-1000 words)  
DUE Nov 26 – Dec 3 (Day of Your Individual Oral Presentation)

The Metacognitive Reflection provides you with an opportunity to identify what you learned about writing, research and scientific/scholarly investigation as well as the scholarly communities related to your field of study.   Your goal is to demonstrate some ways your work on this project has prepared you for advanced or scholarly writing in your specific field or profession.  A detailed assignment sheet will be provided when the assignment is discussed in class.






Course Outline: Class Schedule
(Adjustments may be made throughout the semester)

WEEK 1
Aug 27 (Mon) - Introductions; Course overview
Aug 29 (Wed) – Science as a Social Enterprise; In Class Discussion - Academic Disciplines;
	In-class review of Figure 1.2 and Exercise 1.2
	Reading Due:  Chapter 1: Sections (1.1-1.3; Figure 1.2; Exercise 1.2)
			Hacker – Skim pp. 1-45 (Clarity, Grammar)

WEEK 2
Sep 3 (Mon) – No Class – Labor Day
Sep 5 (Wed) –Scholarly Journals/Scientific Arguments/Scientific Inquiry/Developing Research
Problems, Writing Assignment 1 Presented
	Reading Due:  Chapter 4 (Sections 4.1-4.4)
			Hacker – Skim pp. 54-74 (Punctuation)
SAS Activity:  Critical Reading and Source Evaluation

WEEK 3
Sep 10 (Mon) – Scientific Methods/Results & Findings/Writing Abstracts
	Reading Due:  Chapter 4 (Sections 4.5-4.8)
Sep 12 (Wed) – Reading & Writing Scientific Reports, Reviews and Evaluations (Refereed); 
	Overview of Peer Review Process
	Reading Due:  Chapter 4 (Sections 4.9–4.12)

WEEK 4
Sep 17 (Mon) – Library Day:  Library and Online Research and Resources
	Reading Due:  Hacker – Skim pp. 122-158 ‘MLA Papers’
Sep 19 (Wed) –No Class Meeting – DRAFT Writing Assignment 1

WEEK 5
Sep 24 (Mon) – Discuss Library Research Assignment and DRAFT Research Concept
DUE:  In-Class Peer Review Assignment 1
Sep 26 (Wed) – Literature Reviews/Importance of Prior Research/Building Knowledge in Your Field/
	Reading Due:  Chapter 5 (Sections 5.1-5.4)
	DUE: Writing Assignment 1

WEEK 6
Oct 1 (Mon) – Organizing Literature Reviews/Citing Sources/Annotated Bibliographies/Reference-
	Works Cited Lists; Writing Assignment 2 Presented
	Reading Due:  Chapter 5 (Sections 5.5-5.9)
			Hacker – Skim pp. 104-155 ‘MLA Papers’
Oct 3 (Wed) – Primary/Secondary Sources, Multiple Audiences, 
	Developing Research Problems/Objectives
	Reading Due: Chapter 7 (Sections 7.1-7.5)
	SAS Activity:  Primary/Secondary Sources

WEEK 7
Oct 8 (Mon) – No Class – Columbus Day Holiday
Oct 9 (Tues) -  Overview of Funding Sources and Proposal Requirements
Oct 10 (Wed) – Proposal Discussion Continued:  Research Methods, Proposal Abstract, Funding
 Sources, Proposal Review, Evaluation Process
	Reading Due:  Chapter 7 (Sections 7.6-7.10)

WEEK 8
Oct 15 (Mon) – Role of Scientific Communities, Scientific Communities Online, Publications, 
	Audiences; Annotated Bibliography
	Reading Due:  Chapter 2 (Sections 2.1-2.4)
	SAS Activity:  Annotated Bibliography
Oct 17 (Wed) – Technology and the Scientific Community
	Reading Due:  Chapter 2 (Sections 2.5-2.8)

WEEK 9
Oct 22 (Mon) – Ethics in the Scientific Community
	Reading Due:  Chapter 3 (Sections 3.1-3.4)	
Oct 24 (Wed) – Ethics Discussion Continued
	Reading Due:  Chapter 3 (Sections 3.5-3.8)
	DUE:  In-Class Peer Review Assignment 2

WEEK 10
Oct 29 (Mon) – Role of Conferences and Associations
	Reading Due:  Chapter 6 (Sections 6.1-6.7)
	DUE:  Writing Assignment 2
Oct 31 (Wed) – Preparing Conferences/Scholarly Presentations
	Writing Assignments 3 and 4 Presented

WEEK 11
Nov 5 (Mon) – Communication with Public Audiences through Writing, Speeches and Online
	Reading Due:  Chapter 8 (Sections 8.1-8.5)
Nov 7 (Wed) – Communication with Public Audiences Continued

WEEK 12
Nov 12 (Mon) – Online Communication – Tips, Strategies, Concerns, etc.
Nov 14 (Wed) – Peer Review Writing Assignment 3

WEEK 13
Nov 19 (Mon) – Research Progress Updates; Small Group Discussions
Nov 21 (Wed) – No Class - Thanksgiving Recess 

WEEK 14
Nov 26 (Mon) – Student Presentations (Writing Assignment 4 DUE)
Nov 28 (Wed) – Student Presentations (Writing Assignment 4 DUE)

WEEK 15
Dec 3 (Mon) – Student Presentations (Writing Assignment 4 DUE);
Course Evaluation
Dec 5 (Wed) – DUE Writing Assignment 3 - Final Paper DUE



1



9

