English 302 Multidisciplinary
Fall 2012

Instructor: 	Virginia Hoy
Office: 		Robinson A415
Office Phone: 	703-993-1160 (This is the main English dept. office number, so leave a message.)
Email:		 vhoy@gmu.edu (the best way to reach me)
Office Hours: 	MW 8:00-8:45 & 12-1:15 in my office; other times by appointment. 
 =================================================================================
Required:  

· Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi (bookstore). 
· Using Sources Effectively, 3rd Edition, Harris (bookstore). 
· There are no other required books for this course; however, we will be reading additional articles/chapters that will be available on the Internet, the University library databases,  or on Blackboard. Unless I indicate otherwise, these materials must be printed out and brought to class on the day assigned; failure to do so will hurt your participation grade. Therefore, stock up on enough printer paper and ink to get you through the semester. Reading an article on-line is not a substitute for having a thoroughly annotated paper copy in our class.
· A functioning GMU email account for all communications to and from me (we won’t use Bb for this purpose). This account should be checked daily, not just for our class but for all notices from GMU.
· A folder with two pockets for all the stages of the argumentative research paper. 

Recommended:  
· A Pocket Style Manual, ed. 5e, by Diana Hacker, or another grammar guide you may have that also contains up-to-date (after 2009) APA and MLA citation style. If your discipline requires a different style please let me know. Citation examples may also be found on-line (there are links on Bb).
· A college-level dictionary.

English 302 Prerequisites

All students, regardless of discipline, who register for English 302 must
· have completed a minimum of 45 credit hours
· have earned credit for (or been exempted from) English 100 or 101 or equivalent, and
1. have completed, if required by your degree program, at least 3 credits of gen-ed literature. 
1. Students in the School of Engineering and students in the School of Management are very strongly recommended to take English 302N or English 302B, respectively. If you are enrolled in a different version, you should contact your adviser immediately to see what actions to take.


Course Description and Goals

English 302 Multidisciplinary is, as its designation suggests, not designed with a specific field of study in mind. Instead, those readings that do not deal with the practice of writing will be drawn from a variety of disciplines. Those who prefer to focus on topics solely in their major field of study should enroll in the appropriate specialized version of Engh 302.

Our theme for this semester is the broad area of human rights which, appropriately for 302 M, has relevance for all disciplines. Some of our readings will deal with aspects of this important topic, which will also serve as the theme for the Argumentative Research Paper that will direct students to identify, research, and ultimately argue for their positions/recommendations on a human rights issue of their choosing as seen through the lens of their majors.

The department’s goals for English 302 state that this Advanced Composition course builds on the general college-level writing skills and strategies students have acquired in earlier courses, and prepares them to do advanced level analysis and writing specifically within their major field and their possible future workplaces.  You will be expected to
· apply critical reading strategies that are appropriate to advanced reading in your field and the careers your training is preparing you for.
· recognize how knowledge is constructed in your field and future workplaces, attending to such issues as 1) the kinds of claims or questions posed by advanced or professional writers, and 2) evidence considered sufficient to support arguments.
· analyze the rhetorical situations—audience, purpose, and context—of texts produced in your academic disciplines and in possible future workplaces.
· produce writing—including arguments or proposals—that is appropriate for a range of rhetorical situations within your academic disciplines and possible future workplaces, with particular attention to textual features such as (1) common genres (2) organizational strategies, (3) style, tone, and diction, 4) expected citation formats.

Students who successfully complete English 302 will demonstrate that they have continued to develop their research and writing strategies to an advanced level; they will be able to:

· use writing as a tool for exploration and reflection in addressing advanced problems, as well as for exposition and persuasion
· successfully employ strategies for writing as a recursive process of inventing, investigating, shaping, drafting, revising, and editing to meet a range of advanced academic and professional expectations—including, when given appropriate time for drafting and editing, the ability to produce documents in Standard Edited American English that are generally free from error
· collaborate with others as they write, through peer review, group projects, and/or consulting with outside experts (writing center tutors, librarians, subject-matter experts, workplace informants, etc.)
· identify, evaluate, and use research sources (print and electronic), to include advanced online library searching of data bases pertinent to the humanities and the critical use of web sites
· employ a range of appropriate technologies to support researching, writing, and thinking, with particular attention to the ways that advanced students and professionals locate, analyze, organize, and share information.


General Education 

This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened/

Methods of Instruction

Most class sessions of English 302 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing.  Students may be asked to work individually as well as collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers’ writing.  Students who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all of the assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising usually succeed in this class.

Class Policies

· All final essays must be accompanied by earlier drafts when applicable. 
· Students may use either APA or MLA style (or another style you can document is common in your field), and are responsible for looking up correct format. The recommended style guide by Diana Hacker, as noted above, has sections for several common formats; there are links on Blackboard to Purdue's OWL site that has useful guides for MLA & APA formats (under information).
· Blackboard will be used for posting assignments, discussion posts, announcements, and some in-class writing.  
· All written assignments unless otherwise specified must be submitted to me on paper and in person. Papers are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned. Late papers will be assessed a 5% grade penalty for each late day. Students are allowed one late paper without penalty, but need to let me know before the due date. Other exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis.
· I will comment on the rough drafts of the Textual Analysis of the Persepolis paper and the first rough draft of the Argumentative Research paper, and will meet with students individually to discuss Proposals and Synthesis paper rough drafts. Those wishing feedback on other work prior to submission are encouraged to meet with me during my office hours, or make an appointment—I'm always happy to help.
· Students may revise the Textual Analysis paper and the Proposal/Synthesis only if they meet with me in person and then submit the revision, along with the last graded copy, no later than two weeks after the work was returned. Only substantial revisions that go beyond mere editing will be considered for higher grades.
· I do not accept emailed papers! Also, computers are capricious. We’ve all lost important work at the last minute, so always back-up work on your hard drive, a separate disk or flash drive, Dropbox or another Cloud site. Some time ago I started emailing my own work to myself as a back-up in case my system crashes and the dogs or the pig (yes, we have both species, as well as some cats) eat, bury, or otherwise defile my flash drive.
· Homework will not appear on our schedule; instead, it will be assigned in class as needed. Any such assignments will also be posted on Blackboard.
· There will be five Discussion Posts during the semester that will be counted as homework; as such they  will also be assigned on an as-needed basis and won't appear on the schedule; instead, they will be announced in class and  on Bb.
· Quizzes will be drawn from the Harris book and our readings; they will not necessarily be announced in advance.
· All papers should be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins top, bottom, and sides, in 12-point Times New Roman and stapled. 
· No report covers, please! They look nice but are bulky and get in my way when I’m grading.
· Passing this class requires at least a C grade.
· Missed in-class writing and quizzes cannot be made up. Period. Also, if you turn up for an announced quiz then leave before class is over, you will not get credit for the quiz. 
· Much of the work students do in 302 is collaborative. Students who miss a peer review session on the day a draft is due will lose 5% on the final paper grade and will not receive comments on first drafts without a meeting with me outside of class; the peer review is part of your grade. While I will be happy that you have done the work, leaving your draft in my box or under my office door is no substitute for getting feedback from your classmates and will not count.
· GMU has a dual submission policy that allows you to submit the same research paper for both this class and a class in your major. Projects dually submitted will follow the multiple-draft process standard in the course and will be independently evaluated by the English 302 professor (me). Because criteria in 302 may differ from those established by the professor in the major course, students should be prepared to revise the projects differently in the two courses. Students interested in this option must submit a Dual Submission form signed by the major professor for approval to me and bring a copy of the assignment from the other class. Forms may be found by following the link on Bb under "Information."
· Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in the class. The last day to add a class  without a tuition penalty is September 4; the final drop deadline is September 28. After that time you will need the dean’s approval to withdraw, which is only granted for non-academic reasons (see “Important Dates” below).
· Cell phones—we all have them but do remember to turn them off before class and get them off your desks,  laps, and into your pockets/backpacks. 

Attendance

This is a subject near and dear to my heart. One-half of a point will be deducted for each unexcused absence. The university and I expect you to attend class, be prepared, and to participate in class discussions. More than a few such absences will affect your final grade. If you are not there you will not only lose participation points, but you will also obviously miss the day’s work. It is your responsibility to keep up with the class and find out what you missed. You can email me or one of your classmates, but the burden of keeping up is on you. In addition, three late arrivals of 10 minutes or more is the equivalent of one absence. Having said that, I understand that there may be occasions when any of us could be late; if that happens it is always better to turn up in class late than not at all.


Plagiarism

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.

Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.

 If you feel overwhelmed and tempted to plagiarize please talk to me first! I will do whatever I can to help you with your own work, short of writing it for you. An honors offense will stay on your academic record, so don’t do that to yourself!  

Office of Disability Resources

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please contact the Disability Resources office at 703-993-2474. All such accommodations must be arranged through that office. This is the university’s policy.
Counseling

Life has a way of confronting us with problems that seem overwhelming at the time. If you or another student you know is experiencing a personal crisis, take advantage of Mason's Counseling and Psychological Services. They are located in Sub 1, Room 3129, and can be reached at 703-993-2380. Their web address is: caps.gmu.edu.


Writing Center

If you would like extra help with any aspect of the writing process (or if I have specifically requested you to go) you can make an appointment with the Writing Center. Their tutors are specially trained graduate and undergraduate students who can help with any problems you may have with papers and research. Appointments can be made through their website: writingcenter.gmu.edu. Their phone number is 703-993-1200. 


GMU Nondiscrimination Policy


George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.


Course Requirements and Grading Scale
(Specifics on individual assignments will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class; dates below are tentative.)


 		           Major Assignments                                                     Percent   Points        Due                           
	Assignment #1 – Persepolis Project (total of  about 1000 words)                               
	  15%
	30
	    9/12

	Assignment #2 – Discipline Analysis Report (Group-                         (1000 words)
	  15%
	30
	    10/15

	Assignment #3 – Proposal for Final Project and Synthesis Paper (total of about 1500-1800 words)
	  20% 
	40
	    11/5

	Assignment #4 – Argument/Research Project (about 2000 words)
	  25%
	50
	    12/5

	Three short summary/analysis papers on peer reviewed sources
	  10%
	20
	See schedule

	Homework, quizzes, discussion posts
	  7.5%
	15
	

	Participation & Attendance 

	  7.5%
	15
	

	Total
	100
	200
	


                                                 

                    






                    	
                    	





*One- half of one point will be assessed for each unexcused absence.







Final Grade Points Equivalence

	194-200
186-193
180-185
174-179
166-173
160-165
154-159
146-153
140-145
134-120
	A+
A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C  {passing}
C-{not passing}
D



The English Department’s grading criteria are as follows:

A "C" level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing. The essay is a competent response to the assignment; it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience. It has a thesis, where applicable, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not prevent comprehension.  Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a "C."

A "B" level grade (80-89%) is a strong example of college writing and thinking.  In addition to meeting the "C" level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the "gray areas" of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal "voice" or style.  It has few sentence-level errors.
An "A" level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that is a delight for the reader.  Even more than in a "B" essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, provides original insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.

"D" and "F" level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment. 

Important Dates*


Aug. 27		First day of classes.
Sept. 3		Labor Day Holiday	
Sept. 4		Last day to add classes; last day to drop without tuition penalty
Sept. 28		Final drop deadline
Oct. 1-26	Selective withdrawal period
Oct. 8		Columbus Day holiday--no Monday classes—our class will be on Tuesday, Oct. 9
Nov. 21-25	Thanksgiving recess
Dec. 8		Last day of classes
Dec. 10-11	Reading days
Dec. 11 (after
4:30) – 19	Exam period (but not for us)

[bookmark: dates]*Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in the class. Please note the drop date—after 
September 28 you will need the dean’s approval to withdraw which is only granted for non-academic reasons. 


