English 302H-03 – Fall 2012

Classroom: Innovation Hall 328 M 9:00- 1015am
Instructor: Brian Fitzpatrick
Email: Bfitzpa2@gmu.edu
Office Hours: Thursday 2-3pm
Required Texts: 
They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Second Edition by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein.
Course Objectives
The objectives in this course are to build upon the critical and analytical reading and writing skills acquired in your ENGH 101 class and to learn the writing and research practices of your discipline. Because this is an Advanced Composition course in the Humanities we will be reading texts and focusing our critical analysis through literary, philosophical, historical, and artistic lenses.  We will read a lot, we will write even more, and we will have (hopefully) energetic and engaging discussions about our texts.
Course Pre-requisites
Students must have completed or transferred in the equivalent of English 100/101, 45 credit hours, and any required general-education literature course designated by their college or major. Students should take a version of English 302 that connects to their major field. Students in the School of Engineering and students in the School of Management are very strongly recommended to take English 302N or English 302B, respectively. If you are enrolled in a different version, you should contact your adviser immediately to see what actions to take. 

Class Policies
First off, I like to run a discussion-based classroom. It’s no fun for me or for you if I lecture for 75 minutes. Therefor it is of utmost importance that we all remain completely respectful to one another at all times, particularly in discussion/debate. Leave your assumptions about texts/authors/people, etc. at home. Do not interrupt a classmate while he or she has the floor.  
You’re not just entering a classroom, but a writing community for the semester. You will (and should) depend on one another for assistance, peer review, etc. Consequently,  the relationship we have as a group is an important one. We must cultivate a friendly, welcoming, and trust-worthy environment so that no one is afraid to share their work/opinions openly and confidently. Any texting, side-conversations, outside reading/web browsing during class will not be tolerated. Any disrespect towards your classmates, any inappropriate comments regarding gender, religion, race, etc will certainly NOT be tolerated.
Eating: Because we meet in a computer classroom, NO FOOD OR DRINK is allowed. 

Late Arrival: We have a very small amount of time together (75 minutes). Coming to class a minute or two late a few times is understandable. Coming 7 minutes late every day is not. Consistently missing the first 5, 10, 15 minutes of our class will typically mean: missing a writing assignment (and grade), missing the beginning of a discussion (and losing participation points), and perhaps missing announcements regarding an upcoming assignment, due date, homework, etc. Get to class on time please.

Late Work: Turn your work in on time. All essays are due AT THE START of class on the listed due date. On the day an assignment is due, if you are late, so is your paper.

I know that things come up during the semester – an apartment floods, a car breaks down, a broken printer becomes sentient and erases your hard-drive and steals your shoes. If you find yourself in one of these situations, it is best to let me know as SOON as you possibly can. I can’t do anything for you if I don’t know something has happened. 
Anyway, here is our formal policy: No work will be accepted electronically except for the work that is required to be posted on Blackboard. I will not accept any homework assignments or essays via email – it’s too easy for it to get buried in my inbox. All late essays will be penalized one-half letter grade per calendar day (so a paper starting at “A” level, or full credit, will fall to A- after a day, B+ after two, and so on) until the paper drops below “C.” At that point the paper will not be accepted at all. In-class writing/quizzes cannot be made up once missed. 
If you are absent, you are required to get any notes, readings, or writing assignments from one of your classmates. I suggest getting the email addresses of 2 or 3 of your classmates during the first week of class. I will not respond to any “did I miss anything????” emails during the semester, nor will I re-teach something during office hours simply because you missed the class.
If you know that you will be absent, make arrangements with me ASAP. You may turn any assignments in early, or have a classmate bring a copy of an assignment to class for you. 
If you find yourself having a major crisis during the semester (hopefully you will not, but sometimes it happens), please let me know. I do not need to know details; I just need to know that you need assistance. Missing a month of classes and then telling me you had mono doesn’t help me help you. 
Office Hours (Thursday 2-3pm): Come to office hours! If there is ever a topic, skill, text, etc. that you don’t understand, want to discuss further, etc., then come to office hours. They are the perfect time to get some further instruction either individually or in small groups. I am a resource for your learning. This includes when I am in the class, via email, via office hours, etc. Please take advantage of this.
Completion Policy: 
In addition to maintaining a “C”, you must complete all of our Essay assignments in order to be eligible to pass the course. 

Revision Policy: I am a firm believer in revision. Good writing doesn’t just happen; it requires work and revision. Revision, however, requires understanding and planning.  The first 3 essays may be revised (due 2 weeks after you received the initial draft back) for an average of the two grades (original and revised). The final paper cannot be revised, but a first draft is required before the final draft is accepted. You may not revise homework, quizzes, or in-class assignments. 
In order to revise an essay, the following must occur: 1) You have received a B- or lower on the original assignment, 2) you have either met with me for a minimum of 15 minutes, in person, to discuss (you do the discussing, not me) what you will revise, why, and how, or you write a one-page, single-spaced formal revision proposal that receives my approval, 3) you include the original draft along with the revised draft. 

Email: You are expected to check your GMU email on a regular (frequent) basis. I will only accept and respond to emails that are official GMU emails. Please write your emails to me like a letter, and not a text message. 

Course Requirements and Grade Weights
Note: You will receive a formal prompt for each of these assignments with more detail, assignment expectations, and grading methods. The descriptions below are simply to give you an idea of the kind of work we will be doing throughout the semester.

Essay One (Analysis/Critique):  (700 word minimum)			 		15%
This essay will require you to engage with one text and review the text thoughtfully, critically, and objectively by addressing what you view to be the text’s strengths, weaknesses, achievements/failures in a structured analysis. This will require no outside research, but will instead ask you to provide textual support and reasoning for your opinions regarding a given text. 
Essay Two (Discipline Review): (1000 word minimum)					20%
The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize yourself with the writing and researching standards in your own discipline. This essay will require you to discuss and analyze the “best practices” of investigation, research and reporting/analysis for your specific discipline. You will be asked to find and review a well-respected, peer-reviewed journal in your field, an electronic database, a trade publication and an organization/institution of merit in your discipline. You will discuss ethical and practical research strategies and research/writing, the most useful sources in your discipline, and the purpose of and approaches to writing in your field.
Essay Three (Lit Review):  (1,000-1,200 words)						15%
This assignment will be due after the formal proposal for your final paper has been approved and will build upon the skills used to complete the Discipline Review. You will do extensive research on your approved topic in an effort to understand and communicate the “landscape” of current research (in your field) surrounding your chosen topic/issue, including “gaps” in research/inquiry. This will be a formally written, cohesive essay which introduces the class to your potential sources and contextualizes your topic for your audience.	
Essay Four (Research/Argument Paper): (1,200 word minimum)			30%
In this final paper, you will make a sustained argument about a text, set of texts, author, or set of authors, and use valid sources within your discipline to support your argument. As this paper is a culmination of all your acquired writing and research skills, it is significantly longer. This grade also includes your formal proposal (5%) and an annotated bibliography (5%).
Class Participation 										20%
Because we only meet in person once a week, it is of utmost importance that you attend our face-to-face sessions (on time) and are prepared to engage in the class (discussions, small group work, etc). This grade also includes any in-class writing/free writing, as well as smaller homework writing assignments and quizzes. These cannot be made up if missed. Missing a class here or there should not harm your grade, but be aware that missing significant class time (and in turn these writing assignments) will quickly add up. 
In addition, as this is a hybrid class, we will be doing a large amount of weekly coursework through Blackboard. This will include both analytical and reflective writing, in addition to independent reading and research. Accordingly, this work will be heavily represented in your final grade. Failure to post work on time to Blackboard will be treated the same as a failure to turn a paper/assignment in on time in person.

Course Schedule (This is tentative and may change frequently depending on how quickly we are able to move from lesson to lesson. Please bring your syllabus/a copy of the schedule with you to class each week so we can amend as necessary. Due dates will NEVER be pushed up, but may be moved back a class or two, depending on the needs of the section) Readings are to be done prior to the date listed so that we can discuss them in class. 
A note on our weekly Blackboard classes – In an effort to simplify our hybrid/virtual classroom experience, each Wednesday (due by midnight) you will complete a Blackboard class session. I try to make each week’s session similar in structure so that you can most easily complete the lesson plan/activities. We will typically follow a set structure : A brief “lecture,” a related reading, a practical activity/writing response, and a discussion on the discussion board (which will hopefully lead us into our next face to face meeting) These sessions WILL be graded. I will have each Blackboard lesson plan posted at least a week in advance. All assigned readings will be listed on Blackboard under “Course Content” and the appropriate week’s folder. Remember, these are full class sessions and should take you approximately 75 minutes to complete satisfactorily.
M -August 27
Introductions, syllabus review, discussion of disciplines. 

Blackboard: Lecture – Differences between 101 and 302; thesis statements and inquiry; resource review.  Prompt for Essay #1 posted.

M- September 3 No Class/Labor Day

Blackboard: Lecture – Digital communication (forums and email). Activity: Email “quiz,” initial discussion forum post in response to assigned reading and 1 response to classmate. 
M- September 10
How to we read/write analytically? Discussing What authors say vs. What authors do.
Read “Six Features of Academic Writing” http://myweb.uiowa.edu/egand/Six%20features.pdf
Prompt for Essay #2 distributed.

Blackboard: Lecture – Reading Critically. 
Reading: They Say, I Say, Introduction to page 39. “How To Read Like a Writer. 
Activity: Summary exercise, discussion.

M- September 17 
Quote, Paraphrase and Summary functions
Read They Say, I Say pgs 39-64. In-class practice
Essay #1 Due.

Blackboard Lecture: Beyond Quote/Paraphrase/Summary – Responding to texts critically and analytically. Reading: TS/IS pgs 65-89. Activity: Response to journal article.
M- September 24 
Disciplinarity
Read the writing/INFO guide for your discipline (WAC and Library websites, respectively)
Blackboard Lecture: Talking about sources, databases, and viable topics; research and ethics
M- October 1 
Choosing topics/Filling in the “gaps”
Finish They Say, I Say

Blackboard Research Activity
Essay #2 Due posted to Blackboard
M- October 8 No class/Columbus Day 
(Research Paper Topic Proposal Due on Blackboard today)
Blackboard Lecture – Peer Review strategies/Helpful comments and questions; Peer Review of Topics/Research Questions
M- October 15
Discussion – Approaches and styles of writing with research.   
In-class writing: Juggling sources/making sources talk.
Blackboard Lecture – Claims and Counter Claims
M- October 22 
Brushing up on writing mechanics; Revision and editing strategies

Blackboard Research Activity
M- October 29
Integrating sources well. 
Essay #3 Due
Blackboard  Lecture – Research questions and narrowing topics.
M- November 5 
Introductions, developing voice, transitions, writing nuts and bolts.
Conferences this week
Blackboard Lecture – Audience and Genre
M- November 12 
How to peer review a research paper. 
Essay #4 Rough Draft Due
Blackboard Peer review by group.
M- November 19 
Genre, medium and form.
Blackboard (No work/Happy Thanksgiving!)
M- November 26 
Transitions, structure (discipline specific) and citation styles.
Blackboard  Revision/re-envisioning activity
Conferences during office hours this week.
M- December 3 (Last day in class)
Polishing a draft, reflection.
Blackboard Lecture – Reflection Assignment



English 302 Grading Policy
Students in ENGH302 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 302 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will need to repeat the class.
Disabilities
Students with documented disabilities are legally entitled to certain accommodations in the classroom. If you are a student with a disability, and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Writing Center
The University Writing Center (UWC) is a free writing resource. Tutors are available to assist students at any level and at any stage of their writing process. Tutors will not proofread your writing, but they will help you to develop revision and editing strategies. You can even obtain assistance with papers by making an appointment with the Online Writing Center at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu. Instructions for making appointments can be found at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/faqs.php. You must plan ahead to use the Writing Center: it is not an emergency service.
Composition Statement on Plagiarism
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 
Technology Failures

Much of our work will be done and transmitted through Blackboard so it is essential that you familiarize yourself with the site and our course materials. Please do not wait until the deadline to begin the process – if you can’t figure something out on the first attempt, you leave yourself little time/room to learn and still complete the assignment. Additionally, a technology failure on your end (losing power on your block, a broken computer, a lost flash-drive, etc) is NOT an excuse for a missed deadline. If the University/wide-spread area loses power/internet access (this has been known to happen) then we will work around it, but if it’s just your house/neighborhood, you always have the option of a local coffee shop, our campus, or a FedEx Office to get online and complete your work. 

