English 101, Fall 2012
Tuesday and Thursday, R A107, 7:30-8:45 a.m./ R A105, 12:00-1:15 p.m.
August 28, 2012 – December 7, 2012


Instructor: Matthew Oglesby
Email: moglesb2@masonlive.gmu.edu	
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday, R A 468, 9 -10 a.m. 

Required Texts 

The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Concise Edition, Edition 6, by John D. Ramage, John C. Bean, and June C. Johnson (Rental: $34.40; Used, if available: $52.65; New: $70.20)

Selected essays/readings from various authors, all of which I will provide electronically via Blackboard (mymason.gmu.edu). (Unless otherwise noted, please print all online selections and bring them to class.)


“If one wants to write, one writes. If one is condemned to write, one writes.” 
– Julio Cortazar

Course Description 

The purpose of English 101 is to sharpen your abilities as a reader, writer, and critical thinker. This class is designed to reveal writing as a process that can be practiced and improved upon by anyone who is willing to work hard and read closely. Each of the writing assignments emphasize practice in the stages of the writing process, as well as exploration in genres commonly used in academic nonfiction writing. Throughout this course, you will learn methods of academic investigation, research preparation and how to implement it into your prose. You will also learn ways to effectively frame and present arguments in critical and persuasive writing. Techniques from genres such as fiction and journalism will be explored, but only insofar as they can be used as tools to help guide rhetorical, academic writing. 

Major Concepts & Goals 
· Free writing. Many classes will begin with fifteen minutes of focused free writing. This is where much of your writing will start, and each of the major assignments are loosely based around the prompts provided for these focused free writing exercises.
· In terms of craft, narrative technique. If you can get your reader engaged, you can persuade. 
· Research as an exploratory process, as well as its academic conventions—i.e., citation, summary.    
· Rhetoric—i.e., writing to an audience for a purpose within a genre. 
· Close reading and controlled imitation as a way of exploring form and structure. 
· Writing as an ongoing, recursive process, whereby the final product is the result of drafts and revision. 
Methods of Instruction and Learning

In class, you will participate in peer-response groups, where you’ll be encouraged to bounce ideas off one another. This is an opportunity to think critically about your classmates’ writing, while at the same time gauging readers’ response to your work. At the beginning of each class, we will discuss the assigned readings and how they relate to our in-class activities, our growth as writers, and their relevance to the assignment we’re working toward. 

Outside of class, we will read essays to enhance our knowledge of the craft. To accompany these readings, we will do Learning Logs (which can be found on Blackboard at mymason.gmu.edu), where we will record notes and questions regarding style, craft and genre convention, as well as ideas for future and current assignments and research. Along with each essay, you will bring a Process Note, in which you review your ideas for the new or revised piece, as well as pose any questions you may have for your peer-response group.

Course Requirements/Grading 

English 101 Grading Policy

Students in ENGL101 receive a final grade of A+ (4.0), A (4.0), A- (3.67), B+ (3.33), B (3.0), B- (2.67), C+ (2.33), C (2.0), or NC (no credit). Students must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC. A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development. Since this grade does not affect students’ Grade Point Averages, students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH 101. Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH 101.

Course Grading Policy

While each of the major assignments will have different, more specific criteria, here’s the general way in which all essays will be graded: 

A “C” level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement. The essay is a competent response to the assignment: it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put noticeable time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience. It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not withhold comprehension. Essays that do not meet these criteria will earn lower than a “C”.

Note: You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a “C” or higher.  However, merely completing assignments does not guarantee this grade.

A “B” level grade (80-89%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking. In addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way: it demonstrates some insight into the “gray areas” of the topic, provides original and thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style. It has few sentence-level errors.

An “A” level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that is a delight for the reader.  Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, provides unexpected insights, and uses language with care and facility.

“D” and “F” level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

In addition to the major assignments listed below, your grade will be based upon class participation, the thoroughness of your Learning Logs and Process Notes, and the amount of effort you put into the course, which will reflect in your writing.

Assignments & Grading

This class is worth 500 points. Here’s the breakdown.  

20% – Essay 1 – Personal Narrative – There are moments, eras, singular events in our lives, that have had a hand in shaping our personalities: the way we live, how we view the world, the company we keep. For this essay, it will be your job to identify this time in your life and expound upon it. In order to present your audience with a complete picture, you will be required to use both narrative and reflective strategies. This essay is worth 100 points.  

20% – Essay 2 – Informative Essay – Using personal experience, field research, and/or library/Internet research, you will write an informative “This I Believe”-style essay using a surprising-reversal strategy in a tone and style suitable for general readers. This essay will require you to present one of your core beliefs in the form of a thesis, and then develop this thesis in a surprising way. This essay is worth 100 points. 

25% – Essay 3 – Position Paper – In this essay, you will take a stand on a controversial issue—an issue that is important to you, but one that you are perhaps unfamiliar more with. You will then research this issue, write an essay that explores both sides of the controversy, as well as your research into the debate. Then you will state the claim (thesis) you intend to support, and use rhetorical and argumentative skills to defend your position. This essay is worth 125 points. 

20% – Learning Logs & Process Notes – Learning Logs (on Blackboard at mymason.gmu.edu) recording observations, notes and questions gleaned from the reading will be reviewed every class period they are due, as they will serve as the basis for our in-class discussions. Learning Logs will also be used to record in-class Free Writes, as well as some of our in-class activities. Furthermore, your Learning Log will serve as a repository for writing ideas, rhetorical and narrative strategies, and will be something of a drafting room/sounding board for each of the three major essays, as well as their respective Process Notes, each of which will be a brief (but formal) record of the process you used to write the essay, charting its conception and its completion. Your Learning Logs are worth 55 points, and each of your Process Notes are worth 15 points, for a total of 45 points.        

15% – Participation – Since we will be working in peer-response groups, class participation is of the utmost importance. Your group depends on you for feedback, and you will be depending on your classmates for response to your own writing. Please e-mail me before class if an emergency arises and you will be unable to attend class. Missing more than three class meetings will seriously affect your grade. Consistently showing up late to class will also seriously impact your grade. Furthermore, the simple fact of your presence in class does not constitute active participation. Engagement in class discussions, as well as engagement with your peers while working on activities in your peer-response groups will be assessed every class. A total of 75 points are possible. 

Midterm Grades
In English 101, you will receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course, to help you find out how well you’re doing in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. You’ll be able to view your grade online.

General Education 

This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened.

GMU Email

Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all 
class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

Important Dates 

• Last Day to Add a Course/Drop a Course (without tuition penalty): September 4
• Last Day to Drop a Course (with 33% tuition penalty): September 18 
• Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1-26

Writing Center 

Please use the tutors in the University’s Writing Center as your aid. They are there to offer suggestions for your writing. These are free services for students. They have an outstanding website that offers a wealth of online resources for student writers. You can schedule an appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process. Make an appointment via their website. 

Late Work 

In regards to the three major essays and their respective Process Notes, I do not accept late work. However, if you communicate with me 48 hours in advance of a due date I may be able to negotiate an alternative due date with you. Note: Missing class does not constitute notifying me of your need for an extension.  

Special Needs

The George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS)—http://ods.gmu.edu—provides a wide array of academic support services to eligible students with documented disabilities. If you have a disability and would like to discuss accommodations, please contact them directly at 703-993-2474 or via email cmoy@gmu.edu and/or talk to me as soon as possible. 

Academic Freedom 

As a student, you have the right to expect a quality education, which is free from prejudice, inaccuracy, and misleading or irrelevant course material. At no point will you be examined on the personal beliefs or opinions of the instructor. Furthermore, your grade will reflect your efforts and accomplishments as a student and a scholar, not your beliefs, heritage, gender identification, or any other similar consideration.  

English Department Statement on Plagiarism

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient.
 
This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.
 
To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must
· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.
 
Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.
 
While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor!
 
Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.

Final Caveat: 

I apologize for the inconvenience, but please do not bring any food or gum into the classroom. Drinks are fine, but no food, no gum. Time and again, it proves distracting.    

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

 (This schedule is subject to change. Changes that affect due dates will be communicated to you via email to your official university email address and via Blackboard.)

	Meeting date
	Readings Due
	Writings Due
	In Class Activities

	 T 08/28
	n/a
	n/a
	Syllabus; discussion on free writing, Learning Logs, and Process Logs; 

	R 08/30
	Murray – fw/see & write; “The Harvest” – Amy Hempel
	· Learning Logs for Hempel/Murray
	Free write; discussion – personal essay structure; intro to Essay 1

	T 09/04

	Bacon, Habits of Better Writers
“A Christmas Memory” – Truman Capote
	· Learning Log for Capote 
· Generated list of topic sketches for Essay 1
	Free write; discussion – narrative techniques in nonfiction; peer-review groups

	R 09/06

	J. M. Coetzee; “Shitty First Drafts”
	· Learning Log for Coetzee/Shitty First Drafts
· First Draft of Essay 1 due—Bring a copy for each member of your Peer Response group
	Discussion – workshop; Response groups/Peer Review First Draft

	T 09/11
	Hemingway; Murray – Revise to Explore Meaning 
	· Learning Log for Hemingway/Murray
· Bring in revised draft of Essay 1 to class, along with Process Note w/ list of revision questions for Peer Review
	Discussion – dialogue, show, don’t tell; Learning Logs, imitation, Process Note; 
Peer Response, Revised First Draft, Process Note; sign up for conferences

	R 09/13
	No class, individual conferences will be held  
	
	

	T 09/18

	No class, individual conferences will be held  
	  
	

	R 09/20
	None
	Final draft of Essay 1 Due, Process Log
	Essay 1 read around

	T 09/25
	Bacon, 4-17; 152-158
	None
	Free write; Discussion – rhetoric, closed/open format essays; intro to Essay 2; “This I Believe”

	R 09/27
	“This I Believe”
Bacon,  36-48
	· Learning Log for “This I Believe”; questions from Bacon for discussion; 
· Bring in one sentence purpose statement on belief
	Free write; Discussion – thesis/intro/question drafts to organize material; in-class Intro workshop

	T 10/2
	None 
	· First draft of Essay 2 due -Bring a copy for each member of your response group.
	Response Groups, ideas analysis workshop


	R 10/4
	Bacon, 94-103; 113-116
	· Learning Log with questions from Bacon for discussion
· Bring in list of at least 3 ideas for sources; have one source summarized
	Discussion – research, incorporating into prose, summary; Peer-review summary analysis

	T 10/09
	No Class, Columbus Day
	
	 

	R 10/11
	Reading TBA (short essay for imitation, reinforcement)
	· Learning Log 
· Bring in revised draft of Essay 2 w/incorporated research

	Reflection free write; Discuss Process Note/Reflection; peer-review groups – rhetorical analysis

	T 10/16
	None
	· Bring revised draft of Essay 2, along with Process Note/Reflection and questions for Peer Review
	Final Peer Review – blended analysis


	R 10/18
	None
	· Final draft of Essay 2, Process Note/Reflection
	Essay 2 read around

	T 10/23

	Reading TBA (essay for introduction to Essay 3)
	· Learning Log
	Free write, in-class activity and discussion – ethical issue; Introduction to Essay 3; sign up for conferences

	R 10/25
	Bacon, Exploratory Essay
	· Learning Log with questions from the Bacon reading/ideas for the exploratory essay
	Free write to explore; discussion about exploratory essay/expectations; in-class exercise/small groups – strategies for finding an issue

	T 10/30
	Reading TBA (research based)
	· Learning Log
· Bring chosen topic along with Exploratory Essay/notebook to class
	LIBRARY DAY


	R 11/01
	No class-Individual conferences will be held.
	
	

	T 11/06

	No class-Individual conferences will be held.
	
	

	 R 11/08
	Bacon, Classical Argument 
	· Learning Log with questions about the chapter for discussion; FRAME w/question, claim, three supporting statements; 
	Discussion – logos; because clauses, underlying reasons; next part: full sentence outline; in-class peer response groups for FRAME

	T 11/13
	Reading TBA (short essay for imitation, reinforcement)
	· Learning Log
· Bring Full Sentence Outline.
	Free write: ethos, audience; discussion about audience, as it relates to the essay/fw topic; in-class peer response: applying STAR to full-sentence evidence 

	R 11/15
	None
	· Bring revised full-sentence outline to class
	Discussion: Schema, anecdote
LIBRARY DAY

	T, 11/20
	Excerpt “Blink”

	· Learning Log 
· Bring Schema and anecdote to class
	Free write – pathos 
Discussion: angle of vision; structure – theoretically and applied; conclusions; in-class peer response Schema

	 R, 11/22
	No Class - Thanksgiving
	
	

	 T, 11/27
	Reading: Bacon, MLA annotation/citing sources 
	· Draft of Essay 3 Due - Bring a copy for each member of your response group. 
	Annotation song lyric exercise; discussion on MLA format/citing sources; Peer Response – 1/2 group

	 R, 11/29
	Reading TBA (reinforcement)
	· Learning Log
· Bring Draft of Essay 3 to class
	Discussion: Process Note/Exploratory essay expectations, on reading; Peer Response – 1/2 group 

	T, 12/04
	None
	· Bring significantly revised draft of Essay 3 to class – 1 copy - along with Process Note/Reflection and questions for Peer Review
	Peer Review, one-on-one, essay & process note

	R 12/07
	None
	· Due: Essay 3, Process Note, outline, etc. Learning Logs; 
	Read Around; course evaluations 




