		
English 101 — Composition Syllabus

Instructor: Michael Kern
Term: Fall 2012
Ofﬁce: Robinson A 412A
Ofﬁce Hours: 11 am -12 pm Tuesday and Thursday 
Email: mkern2@masonlive.gmu.edu
Course Overview:
This is a writing intensive course and throughout the semester we will learn how to write, read, and think at the college level. We are going to think about writing as a process and together discover ways to generate ideas, explore topics, draft, get feedback, revise our work, draft again, get more feedback, and come out with a much more polished piece of writing. Don’t worry; you won’t be alone in this process. You will constantly be bouncing ideas off of your classmates and working together in groups to peer review in an effort to learn from each other’s strengths. Since I am going to try and push you out of your comfort zone I will be looking at how earnestly you approach the writing process more than anything else. Take risks! Think big! The beauty about writing is that there are no mistakes, only drafts. By the end of this course I want everyone to leave more confident in their ability to approach writing as a process which will help you succeed the rest of your time here at GMU and beyond. 

Contact Information for Two Classmates 
Name - ___________________ Email - _______________________ Phone - _______________ 
Name - ___________________ Email - _______________________ Phone - _______________ 
In this class y’all will learn to rely on yourself and each other. If you have questions about what is assigned, please ask one of your classmates for the information. I will be available for broader questions and concerns, but do not ask me about when assignments are due.
Textbook:
A Short Guide to College Writing 5th Ed.				ISBN-10: 0-205-23861-0
Assignments:
Personal Narrative Paper (10%) 		Op-Ed Paper (15%)
Rhetorical Analysis Paper (15%) 		Writing Response Group (10%)
Annotated Bibliography (10%) 		Class Participation (10%)
Research Paper (30%)

Personal Narrative Paper (~750 words)
In this paper, I want you to think about someone who has made an impact in your life and what you believe in, using reflection and description to discover why it was important to you. The emphasis of this paper is using writing as a way to learn more about yourself and then communicating what you’ve learned to an outside audience.
Rhetorical Analysis Paper (~1000 words)
A Rhetorical Analysis is where you take something and break it down into parts, explaining how the parts work together and their significance in getting a desired effect across to an audience. In the paper I’m going to ask you to pick a consumer product, performance, piece of art, or service and break it down the same way. What is working well? What effect does it have on an audience? What could be changed to get a different effect? Etc. The emphasis of this paper is critical analysis.
Research Paper (~1500-2000 words)
I am going to ask you to pick a specific problem that is happening in the world around you, something you feel passionate about, and research it. Using a minimum of 7 sources (4 of which much be in print), I want you to explain why the problem you chose is important and/or what steps can be done to help/change it. Emphasis will be placed on picking a specific problem, the evidence you use to back up your claims, and the depth of thought used to persuade your audience why it is important.
Op-Ed Paper (500-750 words)
Your final paper will be a drastic revision of your research paper, where I want you to take the issue/problem you wrote about in the research paper and reformat it into an op-ed piece that you could see in the local paper, or the Mason Gazette. The emphasis of this paper will be to get you to incorporate audience and genre concerns, to realize that your voice matters in the world at large, and that through writing you can connect with others.
Other Assignments:
In-class writing assignments
Many class days will begin or end with about 5-10 minutes of in-class writing time.  These short writing assignments may lead in to classroom activities and help spark discussion, or they may serve as a way of wrapping up the day.  I won’t collect these assignments every class, but I will randomly pick days to collect them and they will go towards your class participation so it helps to come to class every day ready to write. In-class writing cannot be made up.
You will also be placed into Writing Response Groups that will meet frequently throughout the semester. In these groups you will learn about one another’s writing strengths and weaknesses, helping in the writing process by providing peer review and feedback on much of the writing you will do in this class.

Short homework writing assignments
Some short writing assignments will be assigned as homework throughout the semester.  These mainly informal writings will be aimed at keeping you writing throughout the course, helping you think through what we are talking about in class.  Homework assignments cannot be made up.  
Course Grading Policy
Below are some of the general guidelines I use to evaluate while grading. Keep in mind each paper will have more specific criteria, but this is a good start when thinking about what I expect from your writing.
A "C" level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement.  The essay is a competent response to the assignment:  it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience.  It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension.  Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a "C."
Note: You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a "C" or higher.  However, merely completing assignments does not guarantee this grade.
A "B" level grade (80-90%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking.  In addition to meeting the "C" level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the "gray areas" of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal "voice" or style.  It has few sentence-level errors.
An "A" level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that is a delight for the reader.  Even more than in a "B" essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.
"D" and "F" level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.
Class Participation
Participation includes attending class, preparing by doing the reading and writing assignments, and actively engaging in class discussion, in-class writing, and presentations.  Being actively present in class means being intellectually aware as well as showing basic courtesy and respect for your classmates and for me. This means you should put your cell phone away at the beginning of class.  Students who are sleeping, carrying on private conversations, texting, or working on assignments for other classes (etc.) are not actively present and will therefore lose class participation points for that day. If you are seriously unprepared for class or are frequently late, you will also lose class participation points.  
While I expect that you attend class and arrive on time, I do understand that some absences are unavoidable.  Your participation grade will suffer after three absences or frequent late arrivals.  If you do miss class, you are still responsible for turning in assignments on time and finding out what we went over that day.
In-class work and short homework assignments will be part of class participation and scored with a check, check-minus, or 0 (A, B-, or 0); there are no make-ups for these assignments, so if you don’t come to class, you won’t get credit for them.  Regular attendance and general attentiveness during class will earn you a "B" for your participation grade.  Stronger participation (solid participation in class discussions and group work) will raise that grade; absences, frequent tardiness, or lack of active engagement in class will lower that grade.
Writing Response Group
We are going to be writing all semester and one of the ways to get better at writing is to receive, filter, and use written and verbal feedback. I will be splitting y’all up into small groups that will meet often throughout the semester and provide constructive criticism about the writing we wrote in class, homework assignments, etc. Your Writing Response Group grade will be composed of three parts. 
1. A written self-evaluation where you will grade yourself on your participation in the group (25%) 
2. An evaluation of your response group members. I envision this to be a way to show you all have a vested interest in active participation in the writing groups since each of you will play a role in the others’ grade. The best way to work toward this is by responding to your peers’ writing thoughtfully and respectfully. (25%)
3. My evaluation of your participation. During group work I will constantly be going around and inserting myself in conversations to see how y’all are responding to each other’s writing. Being present in class to participate will also factor into this grade. You can’t respond to your peers’ writing if you’re not there. (50%)

Revision Policy
I already said I believe in writing as a process and revision is one of the most important aspects. Learning how to revise well is pivotal in your development as a writer and you will be doing it constantly throughout the course. You will have the option to revise and resubmit one of the major paper assignments after they have been graded. I want to stress though that this does not mean that you shouldn’t take the original assignment date seriously. You must have submitted your paper on time to be eligible for a revision. I am allowing this revision option because I believe in the writing process and think that you should feel free to experiment within that process and not merely focus on a grade. The revision therefore must show a substantial amount of change to the organization, approach, analysis, and/or focus of the essay plus completely correcting errors or they will not be eligible for a better grade. The revision will have the grade potential of a brand new paper, but be aware that just because you revise a paper does not mean you will get a better grade. The thing to keep in mind is that I will not penalize you further, so why not take advantage? 
With each revision I require a page of additional written reflection on how you went about the revision process. What changes did you make? Why do you think it made the paper stronger? I will not accept any revision without a reflection.
Late Work
I expect all assignments to be handed in on time and in the manner asked (email, print, etc.). Any work turned in late will lose 5% for each calendar day (this includes weekends) it is late. To stop the grade bleeding after 10%, though, you can email me to stop the penalties that I will only honor if you bring in the hard copy on the next class meeting. So, for example, if an assignment was due on Thursday and you email me on Saturday, I will only deduct 10% off the final grade instead of 25% if you waited until Tuesday without emailing me at all.
However, because life often throws unexpected things at us I am allowing y’all one “Life Happens Pass,” which is a 3-day no-questions-asked extension pass for any of the major assignments. 
Save your work

Better to be safe than sorry. Keeping electronic copies of your work (I email drafts of writing I’m working on to myself so that I can access them anywhere with a computer), as well as hard copies with the comments your classmates and I have made, will help you look back at your writing as you go along. It will also come in handy in case your computer has unexpected problems.

University Policies

Midterm Grades
In English 101, you will receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course, to help you find out how well you’re doing in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. You’ll be able to view your grade online.


Final Grades
Students in English 101 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC.
A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development. Since this grade does not affect students’ Grade Point Averages, students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH101. Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH101.
General Education 
This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened.
Students with Disabilities
Students with documented disabilities are legally entitled to certain accommodations in the classroom. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. I will be happy to work with students and the ODS to arrange fair access and support.
GMU Nondiscrimination Policy 
George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.
GMU Email
Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.
Important Dates 

Last Day to Add a Course: September 6
Last Day to Drop a Course: September 30 (with tuition penalty)
Selective Withdrawal Period: October 3-28

Composition Program Statement on Plagiarism 
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 
This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.
To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must
• put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
• completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
• give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
• give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.
Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.
While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor!
Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
University Counseling Services (CAPS) 
George Mason offers free counseling and academic workshops. Same day appointments are available. Visit http://counseling.gmu.edu for more information.
The University Writing Center:
The University Writing Center is a great place to help you work on your writing. It’s not just a place to go if you are struggling with a paper (although they can help if you are), but writers of all abilities make appointments to get feedback and talk about their writing with someone knowledgeable in the writing process. Visit http://writingcenter.gmu.edu or stop by their office located in Robinson A114 to set up an appointment. It also helps not to wait until the last minute as they are often busy helping an entire campus full of students.
















This is the tentative class schedule for the first three weeks. I will try to stick to the schedules as close as possible, but I reserve the right to change or add things as the semester continues.
	Class Day
	Class Agenda
	Assignments Due

	T 8/28
	-Welcome
-“Shitty First Drafts”  Lamont
	

	Th 8/30
	-Writing as a process
-Intro to “This I Believe”(TIB)
-Writing Descriptively
	-Read Ch.1 and Syllabus
-Read Three TIB essays
· Bill Gates “Unleashing the Power of Creativity”
· Albert Einstein’s “An Ideal of Service to our Fellow Man”
· Yvette Doss “Finding Equality Through Logic”

	
	
	

	T 9/4
	-Thinking past the first idea

	-Write your own list, cluster, outline for TIB and bring in enough copies for your group +1 for me
-Read 3 or more TIB essays of your choice

	Th 9/6
	-Peer review model and practice
-Revision techniques
	PERSONAL NARRATIVE DRAFT DUE and bring in copies for your group
-Read Ch. 2-3

	
	
	

	T 9/11
	- -So What? Answering this question in your writing
	-Read Ch.4-5

	W 9/13
	-Intro to Rhetorical Analysis assignment
-Thesis
-Intro to argument
-Audience/purpose
	PERSONAL NARRATIVE FINAL DUE
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