ENGH101:  English Composition
FALL 2012

Instructor: Alisha Abdelilah, TA
                    aabdeli1@gmu.edu

ENGH 101 Section 57: 9:00 am – 10:15 am, Robinson A109
ENGH101 Section  61: 10:30 am – 11:45 am, Robinson A109

Office Hours:  1:00-2:00 Tuesdays & Thursdays (and by appointment)
                           Room: Robinson A412

COURSE PROLOGUE/OVERVIEW 
This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students
prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning.  For more
information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or
visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened.
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE GOALS 
This course is designed to help you improve your abilities to read, write, and think at a college level. In English 101, you will develop strategies to help you use writing as a tool for exploring and reflecting on your own ideas, as well as for informing and persuading your readers through exploring four modes of discourse: narration, argumentation, description, and researched writing.  This course will help you develop critical reading and research techniques to support your ideas when writing.  

English 101 emphasizes writing as a rhetorical process: you will explore beneficial ways to break a writing task into smaller steps such as generating and organizing ideas, investigating your topic, creating early drafts, seeking feedback, and revising. You will also improve your ability to adapt your writing to the needs of an audience or a situation, and your ability to revise and edit your own writing will also improve.  You will learn that writing is a process, not a one-time event where you write your ideas on a paper perfectly the first time.  These skills will be essential to you in the pursuit of your undergraduate degree and in other areas of your life.
 
By the time you finish this course you will improve your abilities to…

· Read like a writer by employing critical thinking skills to determine the writer’s choices in an attempt to address the needs of his/her audience.  

· Express with your own voice synthesized information (such as existing research) to create new ideas. 

· Produce writings that successfully demonstrate an awareness of purpose, audience, and context.   

· Employ strategies for conducting college-level research, for evaluating sources and for incorporating other voices into their writing so as to become an element within academic discourse.  

· Through the use of proper etiquette, examine and critique your own writing and the writing of others as well as offer relevant and constructive feedback as a tool to develop oneself as a writer.  

Required Book(s)
Axelrod & Cooper’s Concise Guide to Writing (Sixth Edition)
One World Many Cultures by Stuart Hirschberg & Terry Hirschberg (Eighth Edition)
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
[image: ]

Course Grading Overview*
 
	 
	15%
	Personal Narrative (750-1,000 words) (100 pts)
	9/18/12

	 
	20%
	Analytical Essay (1,000-1,200 words)  (100 pts)
	11/16/12

	 
	20%
	Research Paper (1,000-1,200 words)   (100 pts)
	12/6/12

	 
	25%
	Homework (and response papers)
	 

	
	10%
	Participation (also includes class activities and quizzes)

	


 

Midterm Grades
In English 101, you will receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course, to help you find out how well you’re doing in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. You’ll be able to view your grade online.  It is required that English 101 students receive midterm grades.  

DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

 Personal Narrative:
The personal narrative is an essay that will allow you to begin developing your skills as a college writer in several ways.  You will begin by thinking of a pivotal moment or event that made you decide to go to college (or you may choose a topic of your choice upon approval by the instructor).  As a story teller, you goal is to make the reader understand something important to you/about you.  You will present a college-worthy universal idea.  As you describe your event, you must use clear organization, vivid details, as a means to express the main point of your story, which should be integrated throughout your essay.  Details are critical as they will serve as your evidence to describe specifics about the pivotal event.  You will also have to think about what was important and why, and how past events affect you now; this is the analysis portion of your essay.  What makes a narrative different is that it is not a moment by moment reporting of an event, rather, the event is used as a tool to express an idea or main point.  

Analytical Essay:  
In this essay, you will be looking at a piece of art of your choice and analyze it.  You will present your evidence in a way that supports your interpretation of the artists’ message in that artwork.  This essay will sharpen your ability to present and support an argument, which will be useful in several genres with which you will engage in both school and your careers.  


Research Paper:  (How to “Save the World” Essay)
In this research paper, you will select choose an issue that is important to you and select a research topic.  Afterward, you will conduct research using resources made available by the campus library and any other sources you’ve selected using the criteria for a good source in order to develop and support your thesis.  Your goal is to support your thesis using evidence uncovered in your research and address its counterarguments.  

This assignment presents you with the opportunity become familiar with the research process and the resources available to you for said assignment.  You will also become familiar with the proper method and critical thinking skills used for citation such as MLA and APA, paraphrasing, and quoting which is essential in preserving the academic integrity of both your work and the work of your sources.  


(RESEARCH PAPER CTD.)
Some examples of issues you may choose include: the issue can be either a national issue or something everyday people are not aware of.  A research question may look something like this:  Should universities include more healthy food on their menus in order to enhance students’ academic performance?  

Twitter:
As part of reflecting on your writing process I will create a twitter account just for my English classes.  You will be able to communicate with your fellow students in this class and my other English 101 class to tweet your progress of each major assignment. You and your fellow students will respond to the tweets as it is part of your grade for each major assignment.  For those of you without a cell phone, or who are unable to access twitter via your mobile phone, Twitter is now available via the internet.  You can create tweets just as you create status updates for Facebook, for example.  More details with be discussed about this later.  

Post script Assignments:
Post scripts are a form of reflective writing that will accompany each of your major assignments for this course.  The purpose of the post script is to document your development as a writer.  If you recognize the concepts you found challenging/the concepts you feel you handled well, you will have a better sense of your development as a writer.  It will also give you the ability to think back and use problem solving and strategies to help you develop, too. 

***

PARTICIPATION 
Class participation is an essential element for your success in this class.  Your attendance and participation is expected.  Your participation will be calculated based on a ✓,✓+,✓- scale.  You will receive a ✓+ (100%) for the day if you arrive on time, participate meaningfully in class activities and discussions in a way that shows you read the material, a ✓- (75%) for being tardy or attending and showing some effort in preparation for and participation in the class discussion and activities. ✓ (85%) falls between the range of ✓+  and ✓-.  Failure to participate in a way that contributes to the discussion, or lack of participation, and a ringing cell phone will result in a 0 participation day for that day. If my cell phone rings during class, I will give the class a ✓+ for the day (but you must be present).  

HOMEWORK & CLASS ACTIVITES

Homework is assigned in conjunction with readings and to build upon class activities.  They are due at the beginning of each class and may be used for class discussions.  Under this category is anything I request to be turned in.  This includes, assignments listed on the syllabus, and assignments given in class to be completed at home.  Homework is also on a 5 point scale: 5 = shows extra effort in completing the assignment and demonstrates an excellent understanding of the material.  3 = Adequate effort shown in answering the assignment and demonstrating knowledge.   2 = Little effort shown.  0 = No effort shown or assignment is not turned in.  Answers the assignment   Also, under this category are response papers, which are aimed at giving getting you more comfortable with the readings and concepts learned in the course by allowing you to think about and apply what you have learned.  The two response papers you are to write will be around 500 or slightly longer depending on the topic.  More details will be given at the appropriate time.  

Class activities are vital elements in helping you establish connections between what you know, what you read, and what you will write.  These activities will be in the form of small groups or a class discussion, sometimes both.  Class activities are also opportunities for you to experiment with the material and ask questions.  

Blackboard will be the main means of dissemination of information for this class (worksheets and additional readings, assignment submissions, and class writing pages.)  Please familiarize yourself with this site.  You may access it by visiting: https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu.  I will also be contacting you by email.  

Late work, Internet, & Email Policy:

Major assignments are due by the start of class time via the drop box on our Blackboard site.  I may accept a paper copy under certain circumstances.  Electronic copies are valuable and efficient method for getting feedback on your work and for grading.  I do not accept late assignments unless there is an emergency such as a death in the family, hospitalization, or another trying circumstance.  In the situation where the internet “goes down” due to bad connectivity, or a storm, you must have a backup plan in order to submit assignments on time be it going to the local Starbucks, Fenwick, the Public Library, or any place that has a wifi connection.  

GMU only authorizes correspondence between student and teacher via GMU email accounts.  Please activate your Masonlive email so that I can correspond with you about class announcements, grades, and anything of importance related to our class.   

Laptop days:
 
Thursdays will be devoted to in class writing and activities using a laptop.  Please bring your own.  If you do not have your own laptop or if you’ve forgotten yours for that day, GMU can provide you with one for the class period.  To rent a laptop for our class you must possess a GMU ID and a paper pass, which I will give you.  The university will not accept alternate forms of ID (drivers license, military ID, etc.) for laptop rental.  





COURSE CALENDAR:  This is tentative and may be adjusted based on the needs of the class.  
 
	 
	Possible in-class topics
	Assignments due

	Week 1 –
8/28
	UNIT I: The Personal Narrative 
Introductions/ Personal Experiences/In 
Read “Sh**y First Drafts” by Anne Lamott
Class writing exercise  
	


	8/30
	Discussion of the Telling of Personal
Experience Through Narrative/ First Essay Topic/Introductions.  
What is Blackboard?  

	Readings: OWMC “The Family in Different Cultures p. 28; “Valley of the Gun” p. 31; “Save Me, Mickey” p. 49.  CGTW p.36 - 40


	Week 2 –
9/4
	Intros and Body Paragraphs.  
Showing vs. telling & audience.
Workshop etiquette preview.  
	Readings: “…AKA: Failing…Falling Actually” and “The First 24” (via web)
-  Intro Paragraph (Bring 2 copies for workshop.) CGTW “Planning & Drafting”, p. 40 - 49

	9/6
	Review of Narrative genre/Workshop etiquette/ Peer reviews (60 minutes)
Brainstorming

	Read: CGTW, p. 45-47 (top)
- Bring two body paragraphs for workshop.    

	Week 3 –
9/11
	Body Paragraphs & Conclusions 
Part I: What is Revising?  What is Editing?
Workshop day

	Read:  CGTW p. 50-54
Full rough draft due (bring 2 copies for workshop)


	9/13
	Part II:  What is Revising?  What is Editing?
              More strategies and practice.  
              Workshop day 
	Rough drafts are returned
1 page response: Strategies You Use to Revise and Edit.  


	Week 4 –
9/18
	UNIT II: Argument, Purpose, & Audience 
What is Argument?  
Class activity (p.162).    
Group Discussion: (p. 183-7) & Bring your own persuasive text.

	Final Draft Due at beginning of class w/Post Script
Read: CGTW  p. 161-5, 
-  CGTW “Children Need to Play, Not Compete”  p. 165-171
-Choosing an Issue p. 185-7
-Bring your own persuasive text (What are the arguments?)


	9/20
	Argument & Counter Argument
In class exercise p. 196-198.  

	Read: CGTW “Working at McDonalds” p. 172-4.
-Analyzing Writing Strategies p. 175-7

“What’s the Matter With Kids Today?”p. 172-182



	Week 5 
9/25
	Argument & Counter Argument (ctd.)
A look at the thesis
-Class discussion of readings: How does the writer use the basic features of arguing a position?  
	Read: CGTW “What’s the Matter With Kids Today?”p. 172-182
- Analyzing writing strategies p. 180-2
 


	9/27
	MIDTERM GRADES
The Thesis Statement 
Freewriting exercise 
Part I: Body Paragraphs and Transitions
Brainstorming exercise& group exercises: defend your topic, persuade your audience. 
The Thesis (cont.) & What is a topic sentence? 
	Read: CGTW Orienting Statements p. 355-363.  

	Week 6
10/2
	Part II:  Body Paragraphs and Transitions
What is a counter argument? (189-193)
Group Exercise: Evaluating & Comparing  
 Student’s Persuasive Papers &    
  Professionally  Published Papers 
In class writing 
	READ:  CGTW Counterarguing  p. 407-416

	10/4
	Warm-up & Class discussion of HW texts 
Pathos, Ethos, Logos. The Appeals of the Argument: Pathos, Ethos, Logos (w/practice)    
What about the five paragraph essay?
Outlines
What is a thesis?  (Thesis development   
    exercises) 

	 Reading:  OWMC Slater p. 391 &
Miner p. 397

	Week 7 –
10/9
	COLUMBUS DAY NO CLASSES
 
	

	10/11
	Evaluating & Comparing  Persuasive Texts
Group Exercise: Evaluating & Comparing  
   Student’s Persuasive Papers &    
   Professionally  Published Papers
Revision, Editing, & Proofreading
	Reading: OWMC Levine p. 403 & Turnbull p.410.  CGTW p. 200-205

	Week 8 –
10/16
	UNIT 3: The Analytical Essay 
 Prewriting, Brainstorming, & Writer’s Block: What is it?  How do you overcome it?
	Due: Final Draft of Persuasive w/Post Script 


	10/18
	Field trip to student galleries & writing.*  
	

	Week 9-
10/23
	Analysis and Interpretation/In-class freewriting exercise/discussion of poems and other artworks on interpretation
	Due: Artwork “Topic” with one paragraph proposal

	10/25
	Grammar Lesson: Writing Effective Descriptions &  Economy of Prose
	Read: OWCM “Body Art” p. 107 “Body Ritual” p. 397.  

	Week 10 –
10/30 
	Workshop week : 
	Due: Intro paragraph and two body paragraphs

	Day 2 
11/1
	 Workshop week :
	Due:  Remaining body paragraphs and conclusion

	Week 11 – 
11/6
	UNIT 4: The Research Paper  
Introduction to the research paper.  
  (& A note about changing your topic.)
Revisit thesis, body paragraph, & 
   conclusion.  
How to sort through sources (w/Class or 
   Group Activity) 
	Due: Final Draft due of Descriptive essay w/ paragraph post script 
Read: p.482-497, Browse p. 498-517, “Educating Kids at Home” p. 525

	11/8
	 Library Day.*
- How to locate and make decisions about research information
- Part I: MLA vs. APA Citation
- Revisiting Thesis, Purpose, & Argument: examining research articles.
*Date may change
	

	Week 12
11/13
	 - Critical Thinking & Critical Reading: What 
    is it? What’s the difference?
- Class & group activities: Critical Thinking & Critical Reading & Paraphrasing, Summarizing, Quoting.  

	Due: One paragraph research proposal w/three tentative sources.  
Read: CGTW “Reading Critically” p. 329-353 (Including “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Writing Spaces “How To Read Like A Writer” (via blackboard)


	11/15
	Workshop: Focus on remainder of Draft and Concluding Paragraphs.   
Annotated Bibliography (Chrissy and Kyle’s Harry Potter and the Magical Double Teach) Research papers.  
IN CLASS  MINI CONFERENCES* 
	Read: “Annotated Bibliographies” p. 526-534

	Week 13
11/20 & 
11/23
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
NO CLASS

	 

	Week 14
11/27
	Workshop week
	Due: Introduction and Two Body Paragraphs (2 copies)

	11/29
	Workshop week
	Due: Complete Rough Draft   (2 copies) 

	Week 15
12/4

	Workshop Week.  
	Bring 2 copies of full rough draft for final workshop.

	12/6
	Mini presentation of Research Papers
(CLASS PARTY?)
	Final Draft due with one paragraph post script


 

Course Requirements/Grading 

English 101 Grading Policy
Students in ENGL101 receive a final grade of A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, or NC (no credit).  Students must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC.

A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development.  Since this grade does not affect students' Grade Point Averages, students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH 101.  Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH 101.

Course Grading Policy
Different formal essay assignments will each have some different specific grading criteria.  However, in grading essays, I use the following general criteria:

A "C" level grade (70-79%) accomplishes the following:  The essay more or less meets all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put noticeable time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience.  The essay also has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not interfere with comprehension.  Essays that do not meet these criteria will earn lower than a “C”.

Note: You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a "C" or higher.  However, merely completing assignments does not guarantee this grade.

A "B" level grade (80-89%) accomplishes the following:  In addition to meeting the "C" level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way: it demonstrates some unique and applicable insight into areas of the topic open to interpretation, provides original and thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal "voice" or style.  It has few sentence-level errors.

An "A" level grade (90-100%) accomplishes the following: The essay strongly engages the reader.  Even more than in a "B" essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, and provides unexpected, but relevant insights.  Moreover, the writer exhibits an excellent command of the English language of and skilled usage of said language.  

"D" and "F" level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

English Department Statement on Plagiarism
 
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient.
 
This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.
 
To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must
· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.
 
Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.
 
While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor!
 
Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
 
GMU Email
Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

GMU Nondiscrimination Policy: George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. Mason shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.
 
Students with disabilities:  Students with documented disabilities are legally entitled to certain accommodations in the classroom. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. I will be happy to work with students and the ODS to arrange fair access and support.

English Language Support:  The English Language Institute, located in Northern Neck, provides free English language support classes all semester long.  To find out the classes being offered this semester, please send an email to eli@gmu.edu. 
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Important Dates
First day of classes; last day to submit Domicile August 27
Reclassification Application; Payment Due Date o
Labor Day, university closed September 3
Last day to add classes—all individualized section
forms due September 4
Last day to drop with no tuition penalty |
Last day to drop with a 33% tuition penalty September 18 1
Final Drop Deadline (67% tuition penalty) September 28
Midterm progress reporting period (100-200 level September 24 -
classes)—grades available via Patriot Web October 19
Selective Withdrawal Period (undergraduate students | October 1 -
only) October 26
Columbus Day recess (Monday classes/labs meet October 8
Tuesday. Tuesday classes do not meet this week)
Incomplete work from spring/summer 2012 due to
instructor October 26
lncomplelg grade changes from spring/summer 2012 November 2
due to registrar
Thanksgiving recess November 21-28
Last day of classes December 8
s December 10 -
%
Reading Days December 11, 4:30pm i





