Fall 2012								Professor Lisa Photos

ENGH 101, Sections 035 and 041
Introduction to Composition


Course Description and Goals:

Learning to think and to express yourself clearly and critically is not merely helpful, but crucial, to your success both inside and outside of our classroom walls.  This is the case no matter what personal and professional paths you choose.  English 101 is designed to help you develop your abilities to think, read, and write at a college level, and to break down the unfortunate—and false—distinction many people make between school and “real life.”  As we work together on an array of writing projects, we will also learn a lot about ourselves as individuals and as members of various cultures.  We will explore a number of stages or strategies in the writing process, such as brainstorming, evaluating evidence, creating rough drafts, and revising.  We will learn to suit our work to particular audiences and situations, and will improve our abilities to revise, edit, and proofread our own material.  What’s more, we will develop our skills as constructive critics of other people’s work.  

Class Time and Location:					Office Period/Contact Info:

Section 035, MWF, 1:30-2:20 p.m., Rm. 109, Robinson A	Room 310, Robinson A
Section 041, MWF, 2:30-3:20 p.m., Rm. 109, Robinson A	Hours: To be announced
Email: lphotos@gmu.edu

General Education: 

This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, please consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened/.

Required Texts and Materials:

--One three-ring binder with paper for note-taking and in-class writing activities
--Reading materials other than our own student work to be announced and made available at the Campus Bookstore, in class, and/or on line.

Methods of Instruction: 

Most class meetings of English 101 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing. Students may be asked to work individually as well as collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers’ writing. Students who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all of the assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising usually succeed in this class.



Laptop-related Information:

Every Monday this semester, you must either bring your own laptop/notebook to class or check out and bring a laptop computer from the Classroom Tech office (Robinson A, Room 104).  To check out a laptop, you absolutely must have your student I.D.  On Mondays all or some of our classroom activities will require use of the laptops.

Course Requirements and Grading Percentages:

Personal/Narrative (750-1,000 words)				15%
Persuasive/Argument (1,000-1,200 words)			20%
Analysis/Interpretation (1,000-1,200 words)			20%
Research Paper (1,000-1,200 words)				25%
Class Participation 						20%	

Concerning class participation:

Please note that your active participation in the course is vital to your individual success and to the success of the class as a whole.  Attendance and being on time are crucial.  If you must be absent from a class session, it is your responsibility to find out (from one of your peers) what you missed.  I will not reply to “what-did-I-miss-today” emails.  You should come to class prepared to discuss your reading and/or writing assignments and to engage in various in-class activities.  There is no substitute for what we do in the class together.  What’s more, there is no substitute for you and your insights if/when you are not here.  Your homework assignments and in-class assignments count as part of your class participation and cannot be made up/turned in later.  Please note that if you are late for class, you will be counted absent for that day.  

Concerning your formal written work:

You will turn in each of your formal essays at the very beginning of the period on its due date.  Your formal essays must be typed and double-spaced with 1-inch margins on all sides, and will feature 12-point Times New Roman font.  Your name, the course name and section, the professor’s name, the due date, and your word count should appear in the top, left-hand corner of each final essay draft, and your papers must be stapled at the top, left-hand corner before you come to class.  Your papers should be paginated, and they should include apt titles.  For peer review sessions, you will bring multiple copies of your work to class.  Please do not include cover sheets or folders of any kind with your essays.  

You must turn in each paper as hard copy.   I do not accept papers via email.  You should keep all of your assignments after they are handed back to you.

Late papers turned in during class but after the very beginning of class on the due date will lose 3 points.  All other late papers will lose 5 points for each calendar day that they are late.  Please note that the final (i.e., fourth) paper absolutely must be on time.  Late papers in the case of “Essay Four” will not be accepted.

Completion Policy:

All final essays must be accompanied by one or more earlier drafts.  You must complete a finished draft of all four required papers in order to be eligible to pass the course.

Grading Policy (for final course grades):

Grading for the course is based on a scale of A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, and NC (No Credit).  Students must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the English 101 requirement.  Students whose final course grades are lower than a C will receive an NC.  

A grade of “NC” reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development.  Since this grade does not appear on students’ final transcripts or affect students’ GPAs, students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in English 101.  Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in this course.

Grading Policy (for individual essays):

The grading scale for individual essays is as follows:

97-100 = A+ 
93-96 = A 
90-92 = A- 
87-89 = B+ 
83-86 = B 
80-82 = B- 
77-79=C+	
73-76=C
70-72=C-
60=69=D
0-59=F

A grade of “C” denotes average college-level writing and achievement.  The essay is a competent response to the assignment:  it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience.  It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension.  Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a “C.”

A grade of “B” highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking.  In addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the “gray areas” of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style.  It has few sentence-level errors.

A grade of “A” marks an essay that is a delight for the reader.  Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, engages the reader in a provocative conversation, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.

A grade of “D” or “F” means the essay does not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.




Midterm Grades:

In English 101, each student receives a midterm letter grade based on his or her work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help students find out how well they are doing in the first half of the course in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. Students may view their midterm grades online as soon as they are recorded.

Composition Program Statement on Plagiarism:

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

1. put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
1. completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
1. give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
1. give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.
Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
Classroom Etiquette:

No text messaging or cell phone use in class
No Internet surfing during class
No eating or drinking in class
No talking when someone else has the floor

E-mail Policy:

E-mail is the very best way to reach me outside of class time and office periods.  If you write to me via e-mail, you must write from your gmu.edu address.  I will not respond to e-mail from non-gmu.edu addresses.  You may not turn in your work via email.

Important Dates:

Last Day to Add a Course: Sept 4
Last Day to Drop a Course: Sept 28
Selective Withdrawal Period: Oct 1-Oct 26

Students with disabilities:

Students with documented disabilities are legally entitled to certain accommodations in the classroom.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through the DRC.  I will be happy to work with students and the DRC to arrange fair access and support.

The University Writing Center:

Since you will be writing several papers in this course, you may want to visit the University Writing Center for assistance. You can schedule a 45‑minute appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process.  Please call (703) 993-1200 or visit http://writingcenter.gmu.edu to register and schedule an appointment at either one of their campus locations (Robinson A 114 or Enterprise 040).  

Course Calendar:

Aug 27 (Mon)—introduction to course; student intros

Aug 29 (Wed)—discussion of Rites of Passage; intro to first major essay topic

Aug 31 (Fri)—brainstorming exercise & discussion of “showing and telling” and audience
---

Sept 3 (Mon)—Labor Day (No Class Today)

Sept 5 (Wed)—discussion of published and unpublished examples of ROP stories/essays 
 
Sept 7 (Fri)—small group activity; discussion of Essay One (partial) drafts (emphasis on intros)
---

Sept 10 (Mon)—Body-paragraph exercise; full-group discussion of exercise results and
  Wednesday workshop goals/guidelines

Sept 12 (Wed)—full-draft workshop

Sept 14 (Fri)—Essay 1 final draft due; discussion of persuasive tools and 2nd major essay topic
---

Sept 17 (Mon)—viewing/discussion of student-chosen persuasive texts; brainstorming exercise

Sept 19 (Wed)—in-class mini-essays on handout topics; full-group discussion of responses

Sept 21 (Fri)—discussion of responses to mini-essay topics, contd. Discussion of strengths and 
	            common areas for improvement in Essay 1 responses
---

Sept 24 (Mon)—free-writing exercise; discussion of writer’s relationship to audience 

Sept 26 (Wed)—discussion of “paragraphing” and transitions between paragraphs; group exercise

Sept 28 (Fri)—TBA
---

Oct 1 (Mon)—body-paragraph exercise; discussion of samples of former students’ papers

Oct 3 (Wed)—analysis of published persuasive pieces

Oct 5 (Fri)—Discussion: uses and abuses of evidence 
---

October 9 (Tues)—This week’s Monday classes meet TODAY; mini-conferences

Oct 10 (Wed)—final workshop session for Essay 2

Oct 12 (Fri)—Essay 2 final draft due—detailed discussion of Essay 3 assignment;
                        brainstorming exercise
---

Oct 15 (Mon)—free-writing on selected artworks; discussion of results

Oct 17 (Wed)—visual arts “field trip” (on campus)

Oct 19 (Fri)—TBA
---

Oct 22 (Mon)—Intro-paragraph workshop; discussion of samples of former students’ papers

Oct 24 (Wed)—free-writing (lit analysis) exercise (Frost and Dickinson poems)

 Oct 26 (Fri)—Body-paragraph workshop  





Oct 29 (Mon)—one-on-one student/teacher mini-conferences

Oct 31 (Wed)—full-draft and final peer review workshop for Essay 3

Nov 2 (Fri)—Essay 3 final draft due—detailed discussion of Essay 4 assignment;
                        brainstorming exercise
---

Nov 5 (Mon)—demonstration (and practice) of online research strategies 

Nov 7 (Wed)—contd. discussion/demonstration of research strategies; discussion of research 
		proposal assignment

Nov 9 (Fri)—discussion of proposal drafts; discussion of plagiarism
---

Nov 12 (Mon)—discussion of MLA Style and how to create an annotated bibliography; contd.
                             research exercises on laptops

Nov 14 (Wed)—discussion of student-chosen sample sources; exercises in paraphrasing and
                            summarizing
    
Nov 16 (Fri)—discussion/exercises re: common grammar- and syntax-related errors
---

Nov 19 (Mon)—discussion of annotated bibliography assignment and partial essay drafts 

Nov 21 (Wed) and Nov 23 (Fri)—No classes: Happy Thanksgiving!
---

Nov 26 (Mon)—partial draft workshop; “free for all” revision activity

Nov 28 (Wed)—the uses and abuses of evidence and logic, revisited

Nov 30 (Fri)—workshop exercises; discussion of samples of former students’ papers
---

Dec 3 (Mon)—student mini-presentations 

Dec 5 (Wed)—“finishing touches” and last-minute problem-solving

Dec 7 (Fri)—Essay 4 final draft due


There is no final exam for this course—Have a happy winter break!

Syllabus is subject to change
