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English 101-23/33
Heather Hilton
Fall 2012
MWF 11:30-12:20 Robinson A109
MWF 12:30-1:20 Robinson A243

Office: Robinson A 412A
Office Hours: Mondays 10-11am, Wednesdays 1:30-2:30pm + by appointment
Email: hhilton@gmu.edu

Course Description
Welcome to English 101.  This course is designed to help you improve your abilities to read, write, and think at a college level. In English 101, you will develop strategies to help you use writing as a tool for exploring and reflecting on your own ideas, as well as for informing and persuading your readers. You will need to develop critical reading and research techniques to support your writing, and learn appropriate technologies to assist your writing. English 101 emphasizes writing as a rhetorical process: you will explore beneficial ways to break a writing task into smaller steps such as generating and organizing ideas, investigating your topic, creating early drafts, seeking feedback, and revising. You will also improve your ability to adapt your writing to the needs of an audience or a situation, and your ability to revise and edit your own writing. 

By the end of the semester, you will be:
· Practiced in the writing processes of brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing.
· Able to employ appropriate organizational and rhetorical strategies – how to employ appropriate writing techniques for the type of writing, the purpose of your writing, and the audience you are aiming to reach.
· Writing well-developed paragraphs and sentences with minimal errors.
· Exploring original ideas, reading actively, responding to writing, and thinking critically.
· Engaging in research across different media.

Community and Respect
As we develop our classroom community, remember that we must show each other respect. We will respect one another for what each of us brings to the classroom: unique ideas and experiences, related through writing or speech. Please honor the life experiences and learning styles of each student with respect, patience and support. To encourage this learning community, I ask that you turn off cell phones when in the classroom and keep other distractions to a minimum. 

General Education 
This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened/



Textbooks and Materials: 
1 composition/spiral notebook
Palmquist, Michael. Joining the Conversation: Writing in College and Beyond. New York:
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010. Print.
I recommend a thumb (USB) drive

Methods of Instruction 
Most class meetings of English 101 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing. Students may be asked to work individually as well as collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers’ writing. Students who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all of the assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising usually succeed in this class.

Course Requirements and Grading Percentages 
	
	15%
	Project 1: Transformation Essay, 1000-1200 words
	Due: 9/21

	
	20%
	Project 2: Argument Analysis & Response, 1200-1500 words
	Due: 10/7

	
	30%
	Project 3: Cultural Trend Researched Argument, 1500-2000 words
	Due: 11/19

	
	10%
5%
	Project 4: Radical Revision + Reflection, 500 words
Presentation of Project 4
	Due: Exam Day

	
	10%
	Homework, Reading Quizzes, and Short Assignments
	

	
	10%
	Class Participation, In-class Writing (includes peer review)
	




English 101 Grading Policy: 
Students in English 101 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC and must retake the course.

A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development. Since this grade does not affect students’ Grade Point Averages (GPA), students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH101. Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH101.

Midterm Grades:
In English 101, students receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help students find out how well they are doing in the first half of the course in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. Students may view their grade online as soon as it is recorded.

Course Grading Policy: 
In grading essays, I use the following general criteria:

A “C” level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement. The essay is a competent response to the assignment: it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience. It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a “C.”

Note: You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a "C" or higher for the course overall.  However, merely completing assignments does not guarantee this grade.

A “B” level grade (80-89%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking. In addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the “gray areas” of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style. It has few sentence-level errors.

An “A” level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that engages the reader in a provocative conversation. Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, structures arguments and analyses to create a fluid reading experience, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.

“D” and “F” level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

A 	94-100
A- 93-90
B+ 89-87
B	86-83
B-	82-80
C+ 79-77
C	76-73


Class Participation and Etiquette
Participation includes:
· Attending class and being actively present
· Preparing by doing the reading and writing assignments 
· Actively engaging in class discussion, in-class writing, writing workshops, and presentations  

Being actively present in class means being intellectually aware as well as showing basic courtesy and respect for your classmates and for me.  You are adults and I expect you to act like adults. Students who are sleeping, carrying on private conversations, texting, viewing facebook, or working on assignments for other classes (etc.) will lose class participation points for that day.  Showing up unprepared for class or not participating in class (with no drafts for peer review or not writing during in-class writing) will affect your participation grade. 

Participation is 25 points, so each class day is worth 1/2 point, up to a max of 20 (42 MWF meetings x 1/2 = 21). If you miss class or are significantly unprepared, you earn a zero for the day; missing two classes won't lower your participation grade (but you're still responsible for homework due). For the final 5 points, you earn a 4 if you're doing the basics of engaging with class; you'll earn a 5 if I see you regularly leaping in and making strong contributions; you'll earn a 3 or lower if you are frequently late, unprepared, unattentive, or disruptive

While I expect that you attend class and arrive on time, I do understand that some absences are unavoidable.  Your participation grade will suffer after three absences or frequent late arrivals.  If you do miss class, you are still responsible for turning in assignments on time and finding out what we went over that day.


Essay Assignments

Project One: PSA Transformation 1000-1200 words
For this assignment you will take a 1980’s Public Service Announcement (PSA) and write your own purposeful transformation of it for modern audiences.  You can use the framework of the PSA, but you will want to change the advertisement you are transforming sufficiently to make it suitable for a 2012 audience. 
Along with the description of your transformation you will need to explain your decisions.  What did you change? How did you change it? Why did you make these changes – for art, to reach the audience, to adhere to modern culture – Some changes may adhere to all of these or one of these aspects, while others may be strictly for visual purposes (that’s okay, just explain!).  What did you keep the same, why?  Did other commercials, advertisements, or PSAs influence your transformation?

Project Two: Argument Analysis and Response 800-1000 words
This semester we have read many essays that comment on an aspect of the American culture.  For this assignment I ask you analyze one or two essays and then present your own response to the argument.  
The Rhetorical Analysis:  
· Determine and describe the audience of the piece. 
· Analyze how the author uses various persuasive strategies– including appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos, as well as tone and word-choice – to reach and persuade the audience.
· Determine the audience of the piece.
Your Response:
· Find a point of agreement or disagreement to respond to.
· Take a stand! Respond to the argument – what is your solution, formula, agreement on the argument?
· Support your response – why?!
· You may use personal experience and/or knowledge in your argument.
· It may be useful to build your argument from one or two points in the essay you have chosen to respond to.

Project Three: Cultural Trend Research 1500-2000 words
In this essay, you will identify a representational trend (in film, literature, television, music, art, advertising, political rhetoric, or any other popular form) that tells us something broader about our culture’s attitudes, opinions, or imaginations of the represented subject matter.  You will take a clear position on the trend and argue that position.  You may choose to work with the similar topic or idea you began to explore in essay #2.  Find at least 6 reliable sources related to your topic, including at least one source that focuses on an alternative view from the one you plan to make, to complete your annotated bibliography; integrate references to at least 4 of those sources into your final essay. Your outside research should help you understand how your trend comments on the American culture.

Project Four: Radical Revision 500-750 words
Radically revise one of your past projects into a new format (powerpoint, poem, song, poster, handout, etc.).  Your revision will be accompanied by a reflective paragraph (or two) that details your revision process, authorial choice/changes you made, why these changes were made (audience change, format, importance, concision, etc.), and how the change in format influenced your revision. 

Revision Policy 
Revision is an important part of the writing process.  Learning how to revise is critical to your development as a writer.  We will constantly revise throughout the semester, but you have the option to resubmit any of the first three major assignments, substantially revised, for a new grade within two weeks of receiving the graded essay. Revisions must demonstrate substantial change to the focus, support, approach, and/or organization of the essay in addition to comprehensive error correction, or they will be returned with no grade change.  If the revision warrants, a new grade will be given and will replace the original grade.   Revising a paper does not, however, guarantee a higher grade, but your grade cannot suffer due to an optional revision.  

Revised papers must include a 200-word reflection describing the strategies and approaches you used for your revision, why you think the thinking and writing in the essay’s revision is stronger, and what you learned during your revision process.  I will not accept the revision if you do not include the short reflection.

In-Class Assignments
Many classes will begin or end with about five minutes of in-class writing time. These short writing assignments may lead in to classroom activities and help develop discussions, or they may serve as a way of wrapping up the class and move into thinking about your homework.
These short writing assignments will be handed in to me at the end of class and cannot be made up.  The writings will be worth 5 points each and will be awarded points based on evidence of effort and careful thinking of the prompt.

Homework Assignments
You will keep a “homework journal.” You will need to purchase a composition/spiral notebook that will be dedicated for journal use.  In this journal you will complete double-entry reading-logs for assigned readings. This journal will aid in developing your active reading skills and critical thinking. Along with the reading logs I may assign thinking/pre-discussion questions or questions from the textbook.  These questions should be completed in your journal.  I will collect your journals bi-weekly, look over your journals, and provide feedback on some entries.  When you turn in your journal I will ask you to sticky-note what you believe to be your best entry, and I will make I more carefully respond to this particular reading.  The journals will be graded on a 10-point scale.  I will be looking for effort and thought in your entries.

As we work up to completing major assignments I will ask you to complete parts of your essay and bring them to class to workshop and/or peer review.  You will be responsible for completing this prep material outside of class. I will also spot check your journals on occasion in class, so bring your journal to class each day – make sure you remain caught up on your responses.

Readings
You will read both rhetorical theory and sample essays throughout the semester to prepare for class each day. Most of these readings will come from your textbook, but some may be online for you to download and print (please print out all Pdf files and bring to class). It is important that you do the required reading so that you can participate in class discussion. I will quiz you on the readings, and some of these quizzes will be announced.

Late Work Policy 
Late assignments are those arriving any time after the beginning of class on the due date. If you need to, you can email me an assignment to avoid a grade penalty, but you must still turn in a hard copy as soon as possible. 

Late assignments will lose 5% of their points for each calendar day that they are late. Late-work penalties cannot be changed through revision. 

Policy on Format:
Please use Microsoft Word to complete all out of class writing.  All drafts in this class must adhere to the following specifications and may be returned to you for resubmission if they do not:
· Typed in black ink and double-spaced
· 1” margins – top, bottom, left, right
· Font: Times New Roman, 12 point
· Heading:  name, date, and course section number 
· Include page numbers
· Include the title of the assignment and a word count
· Stapled in upper left hand corner
· Please save at least one electronic copy of all printed drafts at least until you receive your final grade for this course.  You never know when you might need to look at or verify past work.  

Composition Statement on Plagiarism
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.

Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.

Students with disabilities 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS.
	
GMU Nondiscrimination Policy 
George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.




[bookmark: _GoBack]GMU Email
Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

Important Dates  
· Last Day to Add a Course: September 4
· Last Day to Drop a Course: September 28
· Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1 - 26

The University Writing Center: 
Since you will be writing several papers in this course, you may want to visit the University Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu), located in Robinson A114, for assistance. The Writing Center is one of the best resources you will find on campus. They have an outstanding website that offers a wealth of online resources for student writers. You can schedule a 45‑minute appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process. Make an appointment via their website. 




Class Schedule (subject to change)

	Class Day
	Class Agenda
	Assignments Due

	M 8/27
	-Syllabus
-Introductions
	

	W 8/29
	-In-class writing
-Ways writing is used in the college setting
-Writing as discovery, process, reflection
	Reading: Ch. 1 (p. 4-12)


	 F 8/31
	-Rhetorical Strategies overview
- Discuss advertisements
-Introduce assignment 1
	-Expectations letter
Reading: Ch. 1 (p. 13-25)

	
	
	

	M 9/3
	Labor Day
	NO CLASS

	W 9/5
	- In-class writing
- Rhetorical strategies cont’d
- PSAs

	-Look through PSA links
Reading: Ch. 2 (28-32, 43-47),
Schuchardt’s “Swoosh!” (Bb/Wiki)

	F 9/7
	- Transformation essay formatting (proposals)
-Description, details, showing vs. telling
-Double-Entry Journal walk through
	Choose your PSA for transformation Essay by today

	
	
	

	M 9/10
	-Critical Reading Strategies
-Active Reading

	-Double-Entry Journal
Reading: Ch. 3 (p. 50-60), Steven Johnson’s “Watching TV Makes You Smarter” (Bb)


	W 9/12
	-Annotating a text
-Reading Exercise: Asking/Annotating 
-In-Class writing
	Reading: Ch. 3 (p. 66-73), Re-Read Johnson’s piece, Dana Stevens’ “Thinking Outside the Idiot Box” (Bb/wiki)

	F 9/14
	-Peer review model and practice
-Peer review of Transformation Draft 
	Transformation draft due

	
	
	

	M 9/17
	-Revision techniques 
-Class revision walk-through: responding to peer comments and fixing grammar issues
	-Bring drafts to class
Reading: Ch. 20 (p. 632-641)

	W 9/19
	-Summary vs. analysis
-Argument analysis and evaluation
	Reading TBA

	F 9/21
	-Introduce Project 2
- Responding to an argument
-In-Class writing
	Transformation Final Due


	
	
	

	M 9/24
	-How to develop an argument – your argument
	Reading: p. 233-236, Judith Warner’s “Junking the Junk Food” (Bb/wiki)

	W 9/26
	-Thesis

	Reading: Ch. 15 (p. 536-545); David Zinczenko’s “Don’t Blame the Eater” (Bb/wiki)

	F 9/28
	- Blending description, analysis, and recommendation 
-Writing an outline (as a class)
	Reading: ch. 7 Stephen King’s “J.K. Rowling’s Ministry of Magic” p. 226

	
	
	

	M 10/1
	-Peer review

	Analysis & Response Draft Due


	W 10/3
	-In-class writing
-Revision exercises
-Begin to discuss Research Project
	-Bring peer reviewed copy to class
-Revision to-do list

	F 10/5
	Professor Away: NO CLASS
	**Analysis & Response Final Due to Bb by 11:59 p.m. on 10/7


	
	
	

	M 10/8
T 10/9
	Columbus Day, No class; meet T 10/9
-Introduce researched argument, discuss topics
-In-class writing: brainstorming research topics
	-Double-Entry Journal
Reading: May Maxfield’s “Food as Thought” (Bb/wiki)

	W 10/10
	-Developing a research question: How to focus research question
-Claims, reasons, and evidence
	Reading: Ch. 11 (p. 460-476)

	F 10/12
	-Research techniques
-How to find and evaluate sources  

	-Possible topics list for research    essay
Reading: Ch. 12 (p. 479-506), Nancy Gibbs’ “Cool Running” (Bb/wiki)

	
	
	

	M 10/15

	Computer day: databases
-Finding material in databases
-Reading sources critically
	Reading: Ch. 6 “Devices Enforce Silence of Cell Phones” (163-165)
Ch. 6 (p. 177-193)

	W 10/17
	Computer lab
-Structure and organization
Constructing an argument
-Integrating quotations without drowning paper 
	Reading: Ch. 7 “Generation Debt” (p. 230-232).

	F 10/19
	-MLA Format 
-Citations
-Annotated Bibliographies 
	Bring list of at least five sources related to your topic

	
	
	

	M 10/22
	-In-class writing
-Paraphrasing/summarizing/quoting

	Reading: Ch. 14 (p. 512-529)
Bring 2 of your articles to class 


	W 10/24
	Paraphrasing/summarizing/quoting/citing cn’td
-Plagiarism
	Annotated bibliography of five sources due

	F 10/26
	-Outline (as a class)
-Formatting research essay
	Reading: Antonia Peacocke’s “Family Guy and Freud” (Bb/wiki)

	
	
	

	M 10/29
	-Appeals
-Analyzing audiences and developing evidence

	Reading: Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (Bb/wiki)

	W 10/31
	-Coherence and clarity, transitions

	Thesis and outline due 


	F 11/2
	-Academic introductions and conclusions

	Reading: Ch. 16 (p. 558-569)

	
	
	

	M 11/5
	-Peer review
-Editing for key sentences and individual “known grammar issues”
	Research paper draft due

	W 11/7
	-Next steps towards final draft…
	

	F 11/9
	No class
	Conferences

	
	
	

	M 11/12
	No class
	Conferences

	W 11/14
	No class
	Conferences

	F 11/16
	-Peer review and final proofing
	Bring a revised copy of your essay

	
	
	

	M 11/19
	-In-class writing
-Intro to radical revision assignment
-Look at examples
	Research paper final draft due

	W 11/21
	Thanksgiving recess
	No Class

	F 11/23
	Thanksgiving recess
	No Class

	
	
	

	M 11/26
	-Processes for radical revision
-Rhetorical strategies refresher: what does this mean for revision?
	Bring list of three potential radical revision ideas

	W 11/28
	-Revisions across genres
-Presentation Requirements/expectations
	Bring in an example of the genre you will be using for revision 

	F 11/30
	-Audience awareness
-Incorporating evidence in new forms
	-Reading: TBA

	
	
	

	M 12/3
	Radical Revision Presentations
	

	W 12/5
	Radical Revision Presentations
	

	F 12/7
	Radical Revision Presentations
	

	
	
	

	Exam day
	

	Radical Revision and Reflection due
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