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First Year Composition 	                                                             	Professor Michele Johnson
ENGH101-027, MWF 11:30-12:20, Robinson B218					mjohns23@gmu.edu ENGH101-037, MWF 1:30-2:20, Robinson A105					So To Speak Office, Student 											Media Room in SubII (The HUB)
Office hours: M 10:20-11:20, W 2:40-3:40

Course Invitation

Hello fellow writers! Welcome to First Year Composition (or FYC). Up to this point in your writing/reading classes, you have been honing a number of skills that make you excellent critical thinkers, readers, writers, organizers, and analyzers. This semester, we will work together to sharpen all of these skills using projects and assignments that will be fueled by your passion, open-mindedness, and curiosity.  I’m excited to get to know all of you and your writing as the semester progresses.
 
Class Buddies
These are the two people you should get in touch with when you have any questions about anything related to class. Please get in touch with both of your buddies before e-mailing me. It will keep stress down for both of us. 

Student name: ____________________ E-mail address___________________ Phone number____________

Student name: ____________________ E-mail address___________________ phone number____________

Brief Description of Course Goals
This course is designed to help you improve your abilities to read, write, and think at a college level. In English 101, you will develop strategies to help you use writing as a tool for exploring and reflecting on your own ideas, as well as for informing and persuading your readers. You will need to develop critical reading and research techniques to support your writing, and learn appropriate technologies to assist your writing, such as navigating a wiki, Blackboard, and using the library research databases. English 101 emphasizes writing as a rhetorical process: you will explore beneficial ways to break a writing task into smaller steps such as generating and organizing ideas, investigating your topic, creating early drafts, seeking feedback, and revising. You will also improve your ability to adapt your writing to the needs of an audience or a situation, and your ability to revise and edit your own writing, both of which are important skills for future college-level writing. By the end of this course, you should be able to have the tools to tackle a variety of writing assignments that you will encounter throughout the rest of your college career. 

Required Text
Beyond Words: Cultural Texts for Reading and Writing by John Ruszkiewicz, Daniel Anderson, and Christy Friend. Pearson Publishers 3rd Ed.

Methods of Instruction 
Most class meetings of English 101 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing. Students may be asked to work individually as well as collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers’ writing. Students who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all of the assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising usually succeed in this class.

Our Class Wiki
Many components of this class will be on our class wiki. All of the information you need to know about the class will be posted here, including an electronic copy of the syllabus, assignments, and class schedule/calendar. It is important that you get used to checking the wiki for updates on homework and other assignments. This will also be a great tool for us to complete group projects online. The wiki is a viable way for you to turn in assignments if you are unable to be in class when they are due. 

Course Grading Overview

	
	15%
	Photograph Reflection Essay
	Due Mon 9/17

	
	15%
	Advertisement Analysis Argument
	Due Fri 10/12

	
	15%
	Annotated Bibliography
	Due Mon 10/29 

	
	20%
	Short Position Essay
	Due Mon 11/19

	
	15%
	Write For Real
	Due Fri 12/7

	
	10%
	In-class Writing/Quizzes /Homework
	

	
	10%
	Participation
	



Homework: Homework will be assigned to you for most classes. You should check the attached syllabus schedule or the wiki for assignments that are not gone over in class. I will collect homework that does not relate to a classroom activity at the beginning of class. Homework cannot be turned in late. 

Photograph Reflection Essay: For this assignment, you will write a narrative essay response to a photograph that is meaningful to you.  With this essay, my goal is that you will begin to understand yourselves as writers with valuable experiences to share with myself, other students, and the wider world. Because of this, voice and personal style will be of particular importance for this essay.  This assignment will also be the class’ first foray into a more drawn-out writing process that includes multiple steps for revision. Each essay should be 2 pages in length.

Advertisement Analysis Argument: You will choose either a print ad or a commercial and will write a 3-4 page essay that analyzes the rhetorical devices of the commercial. You must make a strong argument for what you believe to be the most effective method that the commercial employs, and you must note what is less effective in the ad. You must also take into account the ad’s intended audience as a part of your argument. One source should be integrated into your analysis, along with Pathos, Ethos, and Logos.

Annotated Bibliography: You will choose a broader topic that you have a strong interest in and research it. This assignment will require you to find 8-10 sources on your topic and write an annotation for each that summarizes, analyzes, and reflects on that source. This assignment is meant to help you being forming a research question you can answer in your Short Position Essay. 

Short Position Essay: For this assignment, you will choose three or more sources from your annotated bibliography and write a short argument that these points support. The goal for this assignment is for you to investigate how a small number of your sources are in conversation with each other and with you. This essay should be 3-4 pages long. 

Write For Real: This assignment can take any form, and gives you the opportunity to explore the topic chosen for your Short Position Essay in a less academic-geared genre. These assignments could take the form of anything from a letter to a politician, a work of creative writing, a pamphlet, or a blog post (etc.). The main components of this assignment that need to be taken into account are awareness of voice, audience, and rhetorical strategies. The goal of this assignment is to provide you with an outlet for creatively expressing your ideas, or a place where you can write something that may truly make a difference in the outside world. While length is not stipulated, the complex thoughts and ideas expected from college writing should be present. 


Completion Policy
All final essays must be accompanied by one or more earlier drafts. You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a “C” or higher.

English 101 Grading Policy: 
Students in English 101 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC.

A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development. Since this grade does not affect students’ Grade Point Averages (GPA), students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH101. Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH101.

Midterm Grades:
In English 101, students receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help students find out how well they are doing in the first half of the course in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. Students may view their grade online as soon as it is recorded.

Course Grading Policy: 

In grading essays, I will use the following general criteria:

A “C” level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement. The essay is a competent response to the assignment: it meets all the assignment requirements (to some degree), and demonstrates that the author has adapted his/her writing to meet the needs of the targeted audience. It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a “C.” 
	**Keep in mind that a “C” is not a “bad” grade, just an average grade. If you would like to be rewarded with a “B” or an “A,” you must turn in work that operates at an above-average level. 

A “B” level grade (80-89%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking. In addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates fresh thinking that takes into account the multiple dimensions of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly integrated into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style. It has few sentence-level errors.

An “A” level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that engages the reader in a thoughtful conversation with the topic discussed. Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, structures arguments and analyses to create a fluid reading experience, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and ability.

“D” and “F” level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

Submitting Class Work 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Please bring them stapled or paper-clipped, which are available in all libraries across campus. Unless otherwise noted, all formal assignments should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman and double-spaced. Please keep all assignments that are handed back to you. 
 
Late Work Policy 

Late assignments are those arriving any time after the beginning of class on the due date. Homework cannot be turned in late. If you need to, you can email me an assignment to avoid a grade penalty, but you must still turn in a hard copy as soon as possible. 
You may place an assignment in my mailbox in Robinson A487, but please send me an e-mail if /when you do so; please do not ask the office staff to validate that you have turned it in (they don’t work for me); do not put work on my desk in the So to Speak office if I am not there. 

Late assignments will lose 5% of their points for each calendar day that they are late. Late-work penalties cannot be changed through revision. If an assignment is more than one week late, it will not be accepted, and you will receive an “F” for that assignment. 

The “Life Happen Pass”: Every student is issued a “Life Happens Pass,” which gives you the one-time chance to turn in an assignment up to 3 days late with no grade penalty, no explanation necessary. Remember that this pass can only be used once, and all other late work for the semester will be docked points if it is late. 


Class Participation 
As you saw above, participation is 10% of your grade. If you miss fewer than three classes, are usually on time and prepared to class, and are generally engaged in the discussions and class work, you’ll earn 8.5 out of 10 percent. To earn a higher participation grade, you will need to regularly volunteer contributions during class discussions, provide leadership or encouragement during group work, go the extra mile in giving feedback in peer review sessions, and/or show very strong preparation for and engagement in the class work. Absences beyond three, regular tardiness, and/or frequent lack of engagement or disruptiveness will lower your participation grade. 

You should also be actively present. This implies brain awareness as well as the basic courtesies of formal social gatherings. Students who are sleeping, reading outside texts, carrying on private conversations, answering or texting on cell phones, or working on assignments for other classes (etc.) are not wholly, actively present and thus may lose class participation points for that day. If you are seriously unprepared for class or group work—having absolutely no draft for a draft workshop, for example—you may lose class participation points for that day. Any serious breach of good classroom conduct may cause you to lose all participation points for the semester.

Revision Policy
Each writing assignment will be drafted in multiple steps. Your first draft, which will be peer-reviewed, will receive a completion grade, and you will receive a copy back with my comments for improvement. For your final draft, which will receive a letter grade, significant changes must have been made between drafts. Therefore, revision is built into each writing assignment, which requires that the first drafts that are handed in for a completion grade cannot be “something you just jotted down,” but should be legitimate attempts at meeting the requirements of the assignment. Because of this, you will be given ONE revision pass for the semester, where you may revise your final graded draft for a higher grade. These revised drafts may be handed in up to two weeks after the assignment is returned to you for a new grade.

Composition Statement on Plagiarism 
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. I am begging you guys: please, please do not plagiarize. It sucks to be caught, and I don’t want to catch you, but it’s part if my job, so it’ll happen if you do not make the decision to turn in your own ideas and words. (That’s what  I really want to read!)

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.

Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
 
Campus Resources and Policies

Students with disabilities
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. 

General Education 
This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened/

GMU Nondiscrimination Policy 
George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.

GMU Email
Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.



Important Dates 
· Last Day to Add a Course: September 4
· Last Day to Drop a Course Without Penalty: September 4
· Last Day to Drop a Course With 33% Tuition Penalty: September 18 
· Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1-26

The University Writing Center: 
Since you will be writing several papers in this course, you may want to visit the University Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu), located in Robinson A114, for assistance. The Writing Center is one of the best resources you will find on campus. They have an outstanding website that offers a wealth of online resources for student writers. You can schedule a 45‑minute appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process. You can even obtain assistance with papers by visiting the Online Writing Center at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/owl/index.html, but please plan ahead and allow yourself at least 2‑3 days to receive a response. Make either kind of appointment by visiting http://writingcenter.gmu.edu.  This is a really great resource where you can work with tons of bright and enthusiastic writers to help improve your own work. 



































Weekly Schedule
The schedule below is a work in progress. Depending on the needs of our class, the homework assignments, readings, and writing due are subject to change. Areas that have been left blank can be expected to be filled as the semester progresses. Please check the updated schedule on the wiki before making assumptions about assignments.  However, while many aspects of this schedule are flexible, the due dates for major assignments will remain as they appear below. 
Week 1
	Date
	In-Class Topic
	Reading  Due for Class
	Writing Due for Class

	Mon 8/27
	Welcome, go over syllabus, personal writer’s bio activity.
	
	

	Weds 8/29
	Go over personal narrative essay and examples.

How to create an outline, develop a thesis. 
	Read “Using ‘Beyond Words’”—pg 7 in BW and “Appreciate Language as a Medium”—pg 31 in BW.
Read sample essay, “Taqueria Jalisco” –pg 106-109 in BW.  
	Visit class wiki and sign in, make sure you can access it.

	Fri 8/31
	Grammar/Style Friday
Free writing/brainstorming for PRE 
Continue developing outline for PRE—what makes a good thesis?
	Read “Writing a Description” and “Writing a Narrative”—pgs 63-66 in BW. 
Check out the wiki for this hw assignment that deals with pgs 136-137 in BW.
	**Please bring in a few photograph from your life that is meaningful to you.



Week 2	
	Mon 9/3
	No Class! Happy Labor Day!
	 
	

	Weds 9/5
	Exploring Voice
What is a “good” first draft?
	Read “Excerpt from An American Childhood”—pgs 138-140 in BW. And “Lone Stars” on pg 141 in BW.
	

	Fri 9/7
	Grammar/Style Friday

	Read “Revising and Editing”—pgs 103-105 in BW. Read “Becoming Your Own Best Critic” on wiki.
	Draft of PRE Due


Week 3
	    
	Mon 9/10
	Revising Productively.
Addressing common problems across drafts.  
	Reread graded draft of PRE.
	Make a list of the top five things you want to change/fix for your final draft of the PRE.

	Weds 9/12
	Introduce Pathos/Ethos/Logos
	Read 275-276 in BW and choose to answer questions either about the helmet, Wii controller, Dylan poster, or toaster on the pages that follow. 
	Bring in answers to questions. 

	Fri 9/14
	Continue discussion of Pathos/Ethos/Logos
Last minute questions about PRE
	Read pgs 9-13 in BW
	



Week 4	    
	Mon 9/17
	Discuss how writing PRE went, do some reflecting writing on the process. Advertisement Analysis
	
	Final Draft of PRE Due

	Weds 9/19
	Introduce AAA Essay
More discussion about thesis statements. 

	Read Writing Center online guide to creating a thesis. Link can be found on wiki. Read pgs 74-78 in BW.
	Complete thesis composition activity on wiki.

	Fri 9/21
	Discussion of ads.
Combo thesis statements and  Pathos/Ethos/Logos practice.
	Check out ads on assigned pages in BW (groups on wiki).
	Complete analysis of ads as described on wiki. Bring in/e-mail me the ad you have chosen for your AAA Essay. 



Week 5	    
	Mon 9/24
	More thesis statement practice combined with Pathos/Ethos/Logos
	Watch campaign ads online. Links found on wiki.
	Bring in reaction notes.


	Weds 9/26
	Brief introduction to sources—where to find them, how to use them (this is less detailed because only one source is required for AAA Essay)
Introduction to the library. 
	Explore GMU’s library website.
	Complete source-finding scavenger hunt.

	Fri 9/28
	What makes a good peer review?
Practice on thesis statements of others.
	Read three essays in BW from pgs 361-370 and locate thesis statement of each.
	Bring in possible thesis statement for AAA Essay.


Week 6	    
	Mon 10/1
	Citing and integrating sources, addressing bias.
	
	

	Weds 10/3
	Peer Review of AAA Essay
	
	Draft of AAA Essay Due

	Fri 10/5
	Introduction to Critical reading skills—reading for different purposes.
	Form a Reader’s POV—read pgs 22-26 in BW. From a Writer’s POV—read pgs 59-61 in BW.
	



Week 7   
	Mon 10/8
	Continuation of critical reading skills—reading for different purposes discussion.
	See assignment on wiki—group of readings from BW TBD.
	

	Weds 10/10
	Which sources are scholarly? HP and the magical DT

	
	

	Fri 10/12
	Introduction of Annotated Bib. Assignment.
What is an Annot. Bib.? How do I write one? 
Brainstorming possible topics.
	
	Final Draft of AAA Essay Due



Week 8	     
	Mon 10/15
	Bring in best 2 topics/ideas for your Annotated Bib.

	
	

	Weds 10/17
	Library Day—finding sources.
	
	

	Fri 10/19
	APA and MLA citations overview.
When and how to cite. 
	Read pgs 26-39 in BW
	



Week 9	    
	Mon 10/22
	Discussion of critical reading skills—reading for different genres.
	
	First five sources of Annotated Bibliography are due

	Weds 10/24
	Library Day—focus on Databases.
	
	

	Fri 10/26
	Interaction of essays and writer’s points of view on the same subject.
	Group of Readings in BW—TBD
	



Week 10	     
	Mon 10/29
	Introduce Short Position Essay
 Who is my audience? 
How do I write for them? 
Brainstorming an argument.
	
	Final Annotated Bibliography is due—Bring an extra copy to work with in class. 

	Weds 10/31
	Integrating sources using summarizing, paraphrasing, and quotations. 
Revisiting argument and thesis statements.
	
	

	Fri 11/2
	Sources in Conversation—how does this work?
Integrating sources into our ideas—working with completed Annot. Bibs in class.

	
	



Week 11	    
	Mon 11/5
	Introductions and Conclusions 
	
	

	Weds 11/7
	Addressing Counterargument
	
	

	Fri 11/9
	Peer Review of SPE in class.

	
	First Draft of Short Position Essay due



Week 12	    
	Mon 11/12
	No class—Conferences with me
	
	

	Weds 11/14
	No class—Conferences with me
	
	

	Fri 11/16
	No class—Conferences with me
	
	



Week 13	 
	Mon 11/19
	Brief Reflection on writing SPE
Brief introduction to W4R
	
	Final Draft of Short Position Essay due

	Weds 11/21
	No class! Happy Thanksgiving!
	
	

	Fri 11/23
	Ditto!
	
	



Week 14	   
	Mon 11/26
	Introduce Write for Real Assignment
Brainstorming and thinking BIG!
	
	

	Weds 11/28
	Critical Reading Skills—Reading/Writing for Audience
	
	

	Fri 11/30
	Continue discussion of Critical Reading Skills—Reading/Writing for Audience
	Pages 86-87 in BW.
	Do comparison assignment on wiki



Week 15	    
	Mon 12/3
	In-class time to work on  W4R Assignment
	
	

	Weds 12/5
	Peer Review of W4R 
	
	

	Fri 12/7
	Small Group Presentations of W4R projects
	
	Final Write for Real Assignment Due
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