
English 101
Instructor: Kelly Wolfe
Fall 2012:  August 27-December 8
MWF 10:30 to 11:20 a.m.
Class Locations: Robinson B 218
Office Hours: By appointment
Email: kwolfe5@gmu.edu 

Textbooks and Materials, Available at Campus Bookstore
Backpack Writing by Lester Faigley

English 101 Course Goals
This course is designed to help you improve your ability to read, write, and question at a college level. You’ll learn how to generate and organize ideas, research topics, create rough drafts, accept and provide feedback, and revise. You’ll also learn how to use writing to explore and reflect on your own ideas, adapt your writing for multiple audiences, inform and persuade readers, and provide insight and analysis. 

General Education: This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog or visit www.gmu.edu/departments/provost/gened/.
Methods of Instruction: Class meetings will be interactive and involve student discussion, writing, reading and critiquing. Students will work individually and in groups.
Course Requirements and Grading Percentages 
	
	40%
	Four weekly essay assignments – 300-500 words each
	Due: Rolling

	
	15%
	Annotated Bibliography – 500—1,000 words
	Due: Oct. 22

	
	20%
	Researched Essay – 1,500 words
	Due:  Nov. 12

	
	10%
	Letter for change/presentations – 500 words
	Due: Nov. 26

	
	15%
	Class Participation 
	Due:  Rolling



English 101 Grading Policy: Students in English 101 must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement; students whose grades are lower than a C will earn an NC. A grade of NC reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that some students may require more time in this development. Since this grade does not affect students’ Grade Point Averages, students are not penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH101. Because of this policy, grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH101.
Midterm Grades:  In English 101, students receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help students find out how well they are doing in the first half of the course in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. Students may view their grade online as soon as it is recorded.
Course Grading Policy: In grading essays, I use the following general criteria:
	A
	90-100
	C
	70-79
	F
	50-59

	B
	80-89
	D
	60-69
	
	



Submitting Class Work: Assignments are due by the beginning of class on the due date.  I prefer paper copies, but in an emergency you may e-mail me. 
Late Work Policy: Late assignments are those arriving any time after the beginning of class on the due date. Late assignments will lose five percent for each calendar day that they are late. Essays submitted even one day late forfeit their opportunity to revise for a better grade. 
Revision Policy: Revisions must demonstrate substantial change to the focus, support, approach, and/or organization of the essay. Students may revise two of the four weekly essays and the researched essay – a total of three assignments for the semester. Revisions are due one week after papers are handed back. Students who earn an A may not revise for a better A. 
Statement on Plagiarism: Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 
This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.
To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must

· put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.
· completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information
· give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite)
· give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.
Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.
While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 
Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.
Students with disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS.
GMU Nondiscrimination Policy: George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.
Important Dates
· Last Day to Add a Course: September 4
· Last Day to Drop a Course without penalty:  September 4					
· Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1 through October 26

The University Writing Center: I strongly suggest all of you visit the University Writing Center, located in Robinson A114, for assistance. Make an appointment via their website:  http://writingcenter.gmu.edu

Assignments:
Class Participation:  15 percent of your total grade counted as 100 points. If you miss class, for any reason, you lose 2 participation points for that day, out of 80 possible points (there’s a little slack built into this score). That means that if you come to class consistently, complete the reading, offer insight and participate in discussion, you will earn a 80 B for this assignment. Students who consistently go the extra mile will earn extra points up to a total of 20 more for a total of 100, or an A+. 
Four weekly essay assignments: 40 percent of your grade. 300-500 words each. We’ll start the semester exploring some writing and academic questions. You’ll have time to start your essays in class and get some peer review before submitted your final paper the following Monday. 
Annotated Bibliography:  15 percent of your grade. 500-1,000 words.  Students must list four sources they’ll incorporate into their Researched Essay. Students must briefly explain why the source is valuable to their papers.  Students must list two sources they first thought would be valuable to their research, then explain why they are not incorporating that source into their papers. 

Researched Essay: 20 percent of your grade. 1,500 words. Use library research to locate at least five sources of information, including three scholarly articles. For this assignment, students must show that they have an understanding of how to organize a research paper, write a thesis sentence, how to incorporate research and analysis in a research paper and how to write clear, authoritative sentences. 

Letter for Change/Presentations: 10 percent of your grade. 500 words.  Revise your Researched Essay for a broader audience. This may be a letter you send to a non-profit organization, publication or lawmaker. Students will be expected to show proof they sent letters. 


Class Schedule
	Week 1-15
	Class Agenda
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
	· Syllabus Introduction
· The Importance of questions
· First Weekly essay:  Why are you in college?
· Workshop
	Read pages 9-11
Read pages 54-55 
Pages 63-66
Pages 27

	Week 2
	· Fact v. opinion
· What do you believe?
· Second Weekly Essay:  Movie Review
· Workshop
	First Weekly Essay Due Wednesday
Read pages 244-245
Movie reviews TBA

	Week 3
	· What are details? Why are details important in academic writing? 
· Third Weekly Essay:  Food writing
· Workshop
	Second Weekly Essay Due Monday
Reading TBA

	Week 4
	· Because why? Casual relationships
· Fourth Weekly Essay:  Write an excuse for a historical figure.
· Workshop
	Third Weekly Essay Due Monday
Read pages 194-196

	Week 5
	· Brainstorming
· Thesis
· I have a thesis, a list of questions, an opinion, now what?
	Fourth Weekly Essay Due Monday
Read pages 387-391
Pages 128-129

	Week 6
	· The importance of evidence
· Locating evidence
· Avoiding plagiarism
	

	Week 7
	· Appropriate sources
· Begin work on bibliography 
	Pages 393-403
Pages 417

	Week 8
	Meetings 
	

	Week 9
	· Introduction to the Researched Essay
· Organization
· Analysis
· Counter argument
	Annotated Bibliography Due
Pages 405-415
Read Page 174

	Week 10
	· Intros/conclusions
· Workshop
	Read page 133 

	Week 11
	· Workshop
· Workshop
· Workshop
	Researched Essay Rough Drafts Due 

	Week 12
	· Writing for Cause
· Construction of a letter
· Locating sources
· Workshop
	Researched Essay Due

	Week 13
	Thanksgiving
	

	Week 14
	Creative writing experiment
	Letters due with proof they’ve been sent

	Week 15
	Presentations
	Presentations Due



