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English 101 – Composition
Erica M. Dolson
Fall 2012:  MWF, 9:30 a.m.-10:20 a.m., Robinson A Rm. 109 
MWF, 12:30 p.m.-1:20 p.m., Robinson A Rm. 125
Office Hours:  Mondays and Wednesdays, 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.; and by 
appointment
Office:  Robinson A Rm.  468
Email:  edolson@masonlive.gmu.edu

“…Each writer brings to the table, if she will let herself, something that no one else in the history of time ever has.  That is her own personality, her own voice.”
~Anna Quindlen

Welcome to English 101 – Composition!

How does your writing persuade, inform, argue, and share?  Are you most effective through humor?  Do you have a knack for research?  Can you captivate an audience with a personal narrative?  In this class, you’ll have a chance to experiment with these and other types of writing as we examine the role of creativity in writing and other disciplines and begin the work of discovering our voices.  As we write, we will also learn the important role that audience and research play in our work.

During this semester, we will spend time reading critically, researching thoroughly, and examining alternate forms of technology and literacy that will influence our writing.  We will also explore the writing process and the importance our writing peers play in helping us to improve our writing and develop our voices.

Intrigued?  Read on.

Materials  

Required:
The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Concise Edition, 6th Edition, John D. 
Ramage, John C. Bean, June Johnson ($70.20 – new)

Recommended:
A Writer’s Reference, Sixth Edition, Diana Hacker ($70.35 – new)

Textbooks are available in the campus bookstore.  Additional readings will be posted to Blackboard and must be printed and brought to class on the days they are scheduled to be discussed.

Please have a notebook and pen for each class.  
Each Friday will be a technology access day, which means you will need to bring a laptop with you to class.  Laptops are available for rent if you do not own one or care to bring your own.  Whether you own or rent a laptop, I recommend that you bring a flash drive with you to class on technology access days as a way to save your work.  (Please see the section on my “Technology Policy” for more information about technology access days.)

You’ll also need…a George Mason University email address!

Any electronic communication outside of class will take place through the GMU email system.  Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly.  For privacy reasons, all class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

And now, a note about emails:

To:  Composition 101 Students
From:  Your Professor
Subject:  Email Etiquette

Dear Students:

In addition to being an easy way for us to communicate with each other, email is a good way to practice real life, everyday writing.  Regardless of your field and future career, you will most likely be asked to send and respond to emails.

In our composition class, we will view emails as yet another writing exercise.  When you send an email to me, it must include the following:  
· A subject line that will indicate the content of the email (e.g. – “Tomorrow’s Class,” “Question about Next Week’s Assignment,” “Trouble with Blackboard”).  Please do not write the entire body of your email in the subject line.
· A salutation (e.g. – “Dear Ms. Dolson,” or “Hi, Ms. Dolson.”)
· A message written in complete sentences.  Please do not use shortened forms of words such as “c u in class,” and please do not use acronyms that are not standard (e.g. – LOL).  Emoticons are okay 
· Your name

Sincerely,
Ms. Dolson

Course Goals

Reading, writing, and revising – oh, my!  

Writing can often seem daunting and overwhelming.  But don’t worry!  Not only will this course help you improve your abilities to read, write, and think at a college level, it will help you view writing as a manageable task, and a rhetorical process.  During this semester, we will explore ways to break a writing project into the following smaller steps:  generating and organizing ideas, researching your topic, writing multiple drafts, and revising multiple drafts.

In English 101, you will learn to see writing as a way to reflect and explore your own ideas, to inform readers, and to persuade readers.  You will learn to adapt your writing to different audiences, and to revise and edit your own work and the work of others.  

In order to do this, you will need the help of critical reading skills and research techniques and technologies, all topics that we will cover in this course.

Note:  This course is part of the GMU General Education Program, which is designed to help students prepare for advanced work in their major field and for a lifetime of learning. For more information on the mission of the General Education Program, consult the University Catalog, or visit http://provost.gmu.edu/gened.

How will we accomplish these goals?

With an Atmosphere of Openness, Honesty, and Respect

In addition to our unique voices and writing styles, each of us also brings our own ideas and experiences.  Because of the size and nature of our course, some of those ideas and experiences may be shared, either during class discussions or through writing.  

As writers, one of our goals is to state our views in ways that are informed and intelligent and to support our opinions with evidence.  As readers, we must approach any text – even those with which we may not agree – with an open mind.  You don’t need to change your opinions, but you should allow yourself to hear an opposing view.

Please be respectful of and attentive to each of your classmate’s thoughts, comments, and written pieces.  We don’t have to always agree with each other, but we should always respect each other.

And with these Methods of Instruction 

Most class meetings of English 101 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of student discussion and writing. You will be asked to work individually and collaboratively to investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn research and critical reading approaches, and review your own and your peers’ writing.
 
Activities and assignments will include the following:
Class discussion, peer response groups, teacher-student conferences, research papers, personal narratives, critical analyses, short reflections, and blogging.

Basic Assignment Requirements (This is a preview of coming attractions – be prepared for more information throughout the semester!)

Personal Narrative – 3-4 pages; your personal narrative is a way for you to dive into the writing process by diving into a personal story.  Writing with your classmates as your audience (because you will share a portion of this piece with them), share a time when you felt especially creative, whether creating art, solving a problem at work, buying someone a gift, or making plans for a weekend, for example.  As you write, you will notice many of the structural building blocks present in all good writing, such as a thesis, claims, and evidence.  You will also explore the role that voice, tone, and memory play in writing.  Hopefully, this project will also help you begin to realize your best voice:  are you thoughtful, serious, funny, matter-of-fact?  We’ll begin to find out, and, I think, have a little fun, too! 
Due:  September 28

Position Essay – 3-4 pages; your position essay is your chance to take a stand on an issue or a question related to one of our class readings and state your case – and maybe even change the minds of some of your classmates.  In order to do this, you will employ the argument techniques we have discussed in class, including identifying and responding to possible counterarguments, to express your point of view.
Due:  October 12

Critical Analysis – 4-5 pages; we no longer live in a world where being literate means being able to read and write; it now also means being able to understand and process images.  Because of that, your critical analysis will focus on one potential multimedia source for your research paper.  You can choose to evaluate and analyze a documentary, a photograph, or a news clip, for example.  
In your research essay, you will pick a topic related to the theme of this course, research it, and make an argument that will add your voice to the larger discussion of creativity.  Please keep this topic in mind while choosing your multimedia source.  Please also note that all of the sources you use in your research essay must be nonfiction. 
Due:  October 29

Research Essay – 5-7 pages; your research essay will be the culminating project of our semester.  We will begin work on this project in October and, by the time you complete your final draft in December, you will have experienced what it means to research, to write and re-write, and to revise a piece of work of which I am sure you will be proud.  Prior to beginning your paper, you will write a 1-2 page proposal about your chosen topic – remember, be creative!  
Due:  December 7

Please note:  You will be required to submit a brief writing process reflection with each of these four major assignments.  This is a time to think about your major goals for each piece of writing and how you achieved those goals in the finished product.  You may choose to write about your research, writing, and revising process for the assignment, or you could write about what you learned about writing and about yourself as a writer.  As the semester progresses, you may even choose to write about how aspects of your writing process have evolved.

Your reflections do not need to be long, and they do not need to be polished.  They do, however, need to be thoughtful. 

Tone and Voice Music Presentation – 5-10 minutes; don’t worry – no musical ability is required!  You will read a short excerpt from your personal narrative set to (purely instrumental) music.  This will give you a chance to think about the tone and rhythm of your piece, and it will give all of us a chance to enjoy each other’s work!
As we listen, each audience member will complete a questionnaire about the effect of each presentation.
Due:  September 28-October 3

Blogging – 5 posts and 5 responses, each between 3 to 5 paragraphs; many workplaces now keep blogs (there is a dry cleaner’s near my home with a blog!), and you may one day be asked to contribute to one.  Or, you may decide to start one on your own, if you haven’t already!  Throughout the first half of the semester, we will be blogging on a class blog.  You are to write five posts (we will set a schedule early in the semester) that respond to a reading, continue a class discussion, make a commentary about writing, or pose a question about the writing process.  You are also to respond to five of your classmates’ posts.  In addition to introducing you to a different type of writing, my hope is that blogging will help us to continue our discussion about writing outside of class.
Due:  Your posts and responses must be completed by Thanksgiving.  
   
Submitting Assignments

Assignments are due at the start of class on the stated due date.  Assignments will be considered late if they are not turned in at the start of class.  

Each assignment should be typed (double-spaced) in size 12 Times New Roman font; margins should be one inch.  On the front page, in the top, right hand corner of each assignment, please include the following information:
Your Name
English 101 - Composition
The Assignment’s Due Date
The top right hand corner of all subsequent pages should have a header that includes your last name and the page number.  Please staple your papers together.

Please feel free to print on the front and back of each page, if you prefer.

Late assignments – those arriving any time after the beginning of class on the due date – will lose 5 percent of their points for each calendar day that they are late. You may place an assignment in my mailbox in Robinson A487; please do not ask the office staff to validate that you have turned it in.  Do not put work on or under my office door or on my desk if I am not there.  Late-work penalties cannot be changed through revision. 

If you would like to arrange an extension for an assignment, please see me or contact me 48 hours before the assignment’s due date to discuss this.

How will you be graded?

During this course, you will have the opportunity to receive 500 points on all assignments.  The following breakdown will be used to determine your final grade:

	Assignment
	Points

	Personal Narrative
	75 (15%)

	Position Essay
	75 (15%)

	Critical Analysis
	75 (15%)

	Final Research Essay
	100 (20%)

	Research Essay Process (Proposal and Source List, Revisions Made to First and Second Drafts)
	50 (10%)

	Tone and Voice Music Presentation
	40 (8%)

	Class Participation* (includes in-class writing assignments)
	50 (10%)

	Homework (Share a Favorite Blog Activity, Good vs. Bad Writing Exercise, Essay Creativity Quote, etc.)
	10 (2%)

	Writing Exercises (Audience Essay, Writing Group Reflection, Writing Process Reflections, Blog Posts, etc.)
	25 (5%)

	Total:
	500




*Class Participation

“To learn” is an active verb, and so is “to write.”  Becoming a better writer involves active participation – in writing, in revising, in reading, and in class.  

Ten percent of your final grade will be based on your class participation.  To actively participate in class, you must have completed and be prepared to discuss any assigned readings; you must have completed any homework assignments and any major assignments due on a given day; and you must come to each peer review and conference with a draft of your work and comments on your peers’ writing.  

Each time we meet, you have the chance to earn three participation points.  You will earn one point for your attendance.  The other two will be awarded based on your performance in class that day.  If you are actively engaged in our class activity or class discussion, you will earn full participation credit for that day.  If you submit all work and complete all assignments by their stated due dates, you will earn full participation credit for that day.  If you are not actively engaged in that day’s lesson (if you are sleeping or texting or, on a technology access day, using your computer to check your Facebook or personal email account, for example) you will not earn full credit.  If you are chronically late, you will lose participation points.  If you miss a class, you will not receive any participation points for that day’s work.  

Please note:  You can miss up to two classes without penalty.

I will keep a daily record of your participation.  At the end of the semester, I will add your total participation points together and convert them to 10 percent of your final grade.  Your class participation will factor into any decisions regarding a borderline final grade.

Grading 

In grading formal essays, I use the following general criteria:

Please note:  The following is truly general grading criteria.  I will distribute detailed rubrics and requirements for individual assignments.

A “C” level grade (74-79 percent) denotes average college-level writing and achievement. The essay is a competent response to the assignment: it meets, to some degree, all the assignment requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into communicating her/his ideas to the targeted audience. It has a thesis, presents some support, and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion.  Sentence-level errors do not significantly prevent comprehension. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a “C.”

Please note:  All final essays must be accompanied by one or more earlier drafts. You must complete all main essay assignments to earn a “C” or higher.

A “B” level grade (80-89 percent) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking. In addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it demonstrates some insight into the “gray areas” of the topic, provides original or very thorough support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style. It has few sentence-level errors.

An “A” level grade (90-100 percent) marks an essay that engages the reader in a provocative conversation. Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, structures arguments and analysis to create a fluid reading experience, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care and facility.

“D” and “F” level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.

Midterm Grades

You will receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help you see how well you are doing in the first half of the course.  The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade.  It is, however, a good indicator of any adjustments you need to make. You may view your grade online as soon as it is recorded.

Final Grades 

Your final grades will be determined thusly:

	Grade
	Percentage

	A
	94-100%

	A-
	90-93%

	B+
	89%

	B
	84-88%

	B-
	80-83%

	C+
	79%

	C
	74-78%

	NC
	73% or below



Please note:  You must earn a grade of C or higher to complete the 101 requirement.  If your final grade is lower than a C, you will receive an NC, a grade that reflects the philosophy that learning to write in an academic setting is a developmental process and that you may require more time. This grade does not affect your Grade Point Average (GPA), and you will not be penalized for requiring additional time to meet the course requirements in ENGH101.  You will, however, need to re-take the class.  Grades of Incomplete are not given in ENGH 101.

Revision Policy

Major assignments – with the exception of your final research essay - may be revised for a new grade.  Revisions must demonstrate substantial change to the focus, support, approach, and/or organization of the essay in addition to comprehensive error correction or they will be returned with no grade change.  Please make arrangements to discuss with me – in person or by email – your plans for revision.  Revisions must be submitted with all previous drafts and completed within two weeks of the essay’s return to you.  Your revisions must also include a brief, thoughtful reflection of the goals of your revision and how you worked to achieve those goals.

In order to determine your new grade, I will average the grade on your first submission with the grade on your revision.

Extra credit is not offered in this class.
 
Technology Policy

On Fridays, we will devote part or all of our class time to using technology.  On the other days, please refrain from bringing your laptop to class; all in-class writing should be completed in a notebook or journal (there’s nothing quite like, years later, looking back at your own notes in your own handwriting!).  Any readings for the day must be printed and brought to class; you will not be permitted to use a computer, tablet, cell phone, or other form of technology to access readings during class time.  

Cell phones should be silenced or, even better, turned off for the duration of class.  In the case of an emergency, please let me know, prior to the start of class, that you may receive a phone call during our time together.  I will extend the same courtesy to you.

While technology is wonderful, it can also create distance and distractions.

Disregarding this policy will result in the loss of participation points for that day. 

The “P” Word:  Plagiarism 

Later during this semester, we will devote class time to a discussion of plagiarism, including what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid plagiarizing, including proper documentation and citation practices.

But, for now, a statement from the English Department:

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below.

To avoid plagiarism, meet the expectations of a US Academic Audience, give their readers a chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must:

· Put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive phrases (even very short, 2- or 3-word phrases) that writers copy directly from any outside source: a book, a textbook, an article, a website, a newspaper, a song, a baseball card, an interview, an encyclopedia, a CD, a movie, etc.;
· Completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and also give an in-text citation for that paraphrased information;
· Give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside source to cite);
· Give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single citation at the end of a paragraph because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source.

Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay.

While different disciplines may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. Writers who follow these steps carefully will almost certainly avoid plagiarism. If writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the George Mason Honor Code, which requires them to report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Honor Council. All judgments about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Council, which may issue penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU.

Campus Resources

The George Mason University Writing Center
Since you will be writing several papers in this course, you may want to visit the University Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu), located in Robinson A114, for assistance. The Writing Center is one of the best resources you will find on campus. They have an outstanding website that offers a wealth of online resources for student writers. You can schedule a 45‑minute appointment with a trained tutor to help with any phase of the writing process. You can even obtain assistance with papers by visiting the online writing center at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/owl/index.html, but please plan ahead and allow yourself at least 2‑3 days to receive a response. Make an appointment via their website.

Counseling and Psychological Services
George Mason University’s Counseling and Psychological Services provides individual and group counseling, workshops, and outreach programs.  If you need to make an appointment with a counselor, call 703-993-2380 or visit the Counseling and Psychological Services office in SUB 1, Room 3129.

The Office of Diversity Programs and Services
The Office of Diversity Programs and Services supports George Mason University’s diverse student and faculty population.  Throughout the year, the office sponsors a variety of programs for students and faculty, including lectures, concerts, awards, and seminars. They work specifically with African Heritage; Hispanic/Latino; Asian/Pacific American; American Indian; and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning populations.  The Office of Diversity Programs and Services is located in SUB I, Suite 2400.  They can also be reached by phone at 703-993-2700.
The Office of Disability Services
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS.

GMU Nondiscrimination Policy 

George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.


































Course Calendar 

Please note:  This course calendar covers the first four weeks of the semester.  All following weeks will be posted on Blackboard.  In most cases, I will post the calendar two weeks in advance.  In-class activities and readings are subject to change; I will notify you of any changes in class – an in advance.
 
Please note:  In the case of an emergency cancellation (if the University closes because of weather, or if I am sick and cannot make it to class, for example), I will contact the class via email with any information about how we will make up that day’s work.  I will also post an announcement to Blackboard.

	Date
	In-Class Activities/Discussions
	Readings/Assignments Due

	Monday, August 27
	-Welcome!
-Introduction to the Writing Process – Discussion of Quotes!
	

	Wednesday, August 29
	-A (New) Way to Read:  Introduction to College Reading  
	Readings due:  Allyn & Bacon, Chapter 5 (pages 86-109)

	Friday, August 31
*Bring a laptop today!
	-Introduction to Blackboard
-In-class essay
	

	Monday, September 3
	No Class – Labor Day!
	

	Wednesday, September 5
	-An Introduction to College Writing

	Readings due:  Allyn & Bacon, Chapter 1 (pages 4-23)
“The Agony of Writing,” Anna Quindlen (Blackboard)
“Real Work,” Joseph Bathanti (Blackboard)

	Friday, September 7
*Bring a laptop today!
	-Discussion of audience
-Audience in-class writing
-Discussion of Personal Narrative Assignment
	Readings Due:  Allyn & Bacon, (re-read) “How Writers Think about Audience” (pages 18-20)

	Monday, September 10
	-Writing Center Road Show
-Voice activity – identifying your voice and changing your voice
	

	Wednesday, September 12
	-Memory activity
	Readings due:  “Memory and Imagination,” Patricia Hampl (Blackboard)
-“How to Tell a True War Story,” Tim O’Brien (Blackboard)

	Friday, September 14
*Bring a laptop today!
	-Introduction to Blogging:  What’s Legal?  What’s Ethical?  What’s the Point?
	Readings due:  “Natalie Munroe:  A Tale of a Teacher in a Digital Age” (Blackboard)
-“A Bloggers’ Code of Ethics,” Jonathan Dube (Blackboard)
Assignments due:  Share a favorite blog activity

	Monday, September 17
	-What Makes Good Writing?
-Responding to Each Other’s Work
-Fishbowl Exercise:  What Belongs in a Peer Review Group?
-Meet your Writing Group!
	Readings due:  Allyn & Bacon, “Practicing a Peer Review” (page 285)
Assignments due:
-Good vs. Bad Writing Exercise 
-First Draft of Personal Narrative (Please bring enough copies for all members of your writing group)

	Wednesday, September 19
	Peer Review 
	

	Friday, September 21
	Peer Review
	


Other Important Dates:
· Last Day to Add a Course:  September 4 
· Last Day to Drop a Course:  September 4 (no tuition penalty); September 18 (33 percent tuition penalty); September 28 (67 percent tuition penalty) 
· Selective Withdrawal Period: October 1 – October 26

